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7 Gentlemen, 
F; I am not miſtaken, the Reaſon. you 


ive for your Renouncing that Re- 

gion ye were baptized into, and 

is the Religion of the Country in which 

ye were born, is, That the Gel of Jeu 
Chrif is an Impoſture: An n that 
I tremble to repeat. But whether that 

Goſpel. be right, or ye are in the right 

that deny it, will appear 9 

ſideration of the Nature of an 

and from the ee 
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Impoſtor (whom we, as well as you, ac- 
knowledge to be ſuch ) which I have be- 


fore given you the exact Picture of. And 


if you can find any one lineament of it, 
any one line of all .its filthy features in 
the whole Goſpel of Feſus Chriſt, I durſt 
ſay (fo ſureI am. of the contrary.) that 
for the ſake hereof I will give you all 
you contend for, and yield you up the 
whole Cauſe. And therefore, that we 
may throughly examine the Matter, I 
will Jay down, in the firſt place, What 
an Zmpoſture is; 2dly. What are the in- 
— Marks. and Characters of it; 
And, 3dly. That none of theſe Marks 
can belong to the Goſpel of Feſus Chriſt. 
And when I have done this, I hope I ſhalt 
convince all ſuch of you, who have not 
totally abandoned your ſelves to your In- 
fidelity,” That the Goſpel of Feſus Chriſt 
is that ſacred Truth of God, which you 
are e all bound to believe. 
h Impoſture, taking the word in the 
Fray of its ſignification, may 
bte-any lye or cheaty\ whereby one 
c uc upon another. But it is 
rote quently uſed to expreſs fuch cheats 
re impoſed on us by thoſe who come 
Rn Cburulleri of themſelves, pre- 
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to delude and deceive. And when this 
character, which is thus falſely aſſumed, 
is no leſs than a pretended Enbaſiy from 
Heaven, and under the credit of it à New 
Religion is delivered to the World as co- 
ming from God, which is nothing elſe but 
a Forgery, invented by the firſt Propaga- 
tors ot it, to impoſe a cheat upon man- 
kind, it amounts to be an /mpoſture/ in 
that ſenſe, in which you would have the 
Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt to be ſuch. And in 
this ſenſe it is to be underſtood in the 
Controverſie between us; ſo that the 
whole QAneſtion which we are to examine 
into, is, Whether the Chriſtian Religion be 
a Truth really given unto us by divine 
"Revelation from God our Creatour, or elſe 
a meer humane invention, contrived by 
the firſt Propagators of it, to impoſe: a 
cheat upon mankind. And when I have 
fully diſproved the latter part of this Que- 
ſtion, that the Chriſt ian Religion cannot be 
ſuch an invention, contrived to cheat and 
impoſe upon us, that will ſufficiently 
prove the former, that it muſt be that 
divine Truth, which all we that are Chri- 
ſtians firmly believe it to be. 
That it is poſſible ſuch a cheat may 
be impoſed upon Men, cannot be denied; 
It is ſufficiently proved in the foregoing 
A3 Hiſtory, 
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Hiſtory, which is a very full inſtance of 
it; and I have laid it before you for this 
very purpoſe, that you may therein ſee 
clearly delineated and diſplayed in all its 
proper colours the Whole nature of the 
thing, which you charge our Reli- 
gion With. All that I contend for, is, 
That if Chriſtianity be ſuch an Im poſture 
as we all acknowledge the Religion of 
Mabomet to be, it mult be juſt fuch ano- 
ther thing as that is, with all the fame 
Marks, Characters, and Properties of an 
Impoſture belonging thereto ; and that if 
none of thoſe Marks, Characters, orPro- 
perties can be diſcovered in it, it muſt 
be a clear eviction of the whole charge, 
and manifeſtly prove, That our holy Re- 
Aion cannot be that thing, which you 
would have it to be. For our only way 
of knowing things, is by their Marks and 
Properties; and it is by them only that 
we can diſcover what the nature of them 
is. It is only by the Marks and Proper- 
ties of a Man, that we know a Man from 
another living Creature, ſor we cannot 
ſee the Eſſences of things. And ſo it muſt 
be only by the Marks and Properties of. 
an Im poſture, that we can know an Im- 
fefbare: from that which is a rent truth, 
whenatteſted unto us. 2 
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find none of the Marks and Properties of 
a Man, we aſſuredly know that cannot 
be a Man, how much ſoever any one may 
tell us that it is: So where we find none 
of the Marks and Properties of an In po- 
ſture, we may aſſuredly know that can- 
not be an Jmpoſture, bans much ſoever 
you, or any other like you, may aſſert 
it ſo to be. 

Now the Marks and Characters which 
I look on to be inſeparable from every 
ſuch Impoſture , are theſe following : 

1. That it muſt always have for its end 
— carnal intereſt. 2. That it can 
have none but wicked Men for the Au- 
thors of it. 3. That both theſe muſt 
neceſſarily appear in the very contexture 
of the /mpoſture it ſelf. 4. That it can 
never be ſo framed, but that it muſt con- 
tain ſome palpable falfiries, which will 
diſcover the falſity of all the reſt. 5. Thar 
where-ever it is firſt pr ted, it maſt 
be done by craft and fraud. 6. That 
when entruſted with many conſpirators, 
it can never be long concealed: 
7. Tlat it can never be eftabliſhed, unleſs 
backed with force and violence. Thar all 
theſe muſt belong to every Impeſture, and 
af particularly did {© ts Mabometiſm 
au n nom of them can be charged 
A 14 upon 
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upon Chriſtzaxity, is what I ſhall now 
proceed to thew you of each of them 
in their order. 


S EC J. I. 


I. That every Impoſture muſt have for 
its end ſome carnal intereſt, is a thi 
ſo plain and evident, that I ſuppoſe it 
will not need much proof. For to im- 
poſe a cheat upon mankind, and in a 
matter of that great importance, as all 
that have any Religion hold that to be, 
is a thing of that difficulty to compaſs, 
and of that danger to attempt, that it 
cannot be conceived. why any one ſhould 
put himſelſ upon ſuch a deſign, that doth - 
not propoſe ſome very valuable advan- 
tage to himſelf ; in the ſucceſs.. To cheat 
one Man is got always ſo eaſie a matter, 
or is it without its miſchiefs and incon- 
veniences in the diſcovery. But to en- 
terprize a cheat upon all mankind, and 
in a thing of that importance, as the in- 
troducin of a New / Religinn, and the abo- 
N e (to which ſo many 
both by c education will be 
always 008 * affected, be it what it 
will) muſt be an undertaking of the grea- 
teſt eule * hazard * 
| or 
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For whoever engageth himſelf in ſuch a 
plot of /mpo/tare, muſt unavoidably meet 
with many ſtrong oppoſitions to ſtruggle 
with in the management of it, which will 
continually put his thoughts upon the 
rack to find out devices to ſurmount 
them, and his body to inceſſant pains and 
labour to bring them into Execution; and 
for the effecting hereof, he muil have ſome 
confidents to atiiſt him, ſome to help for- 
ward the deſign, whom he muſt truſt with 
the ſecrer- of it; and the more he hath of 
ſuch, the more he hazards all to a diſco- 
very. And all this while his mind will 
be fill'd with anxious cares, and his 
thoughts diſtracted with many uneaſie 
and affrighting apprehenſions (as is uſual 
with Men on wicked: deſigns.) about the 
ſucceſs, and every failure will expoſe 
him to that terrible revenge from thoſe 
he attempts to declude, as ſuch a villainy 
whenever detected, molt juſtly deſerves. 
This was Mahomet's caſe all the while he 
was propagating his Impoſture at Mecca, 
and ſo it muſt be of every other ſuch 
Impoſtor alſo: And when a man puts 
himſelf upon all this, the nature of the 
thing manifeſtly leads us ro conclude, he 
propoſe ſomething to himſelt here- 


by which may make hum amends for all 
; in 
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in the reſult. For when ſo much is put 
to hazard, men do not uſe to do it for 
nothing. There muſt always be ſome 
great intereſt in the bottom of ſuch a 
deſign, ſomething that the undertaker 
values at a more than ordinary rate to 
make him engage in ſo exceeding diffi» 
cult and dangerous an enterpriſe. For 
where-ever the venture is great, it muſt be 
taken for granted there is an end propo- 
ſed, which in the eſtimation of the ven- 
turer is equivalent thereto, What it was 
that put Mahomet on his Impoſture the 
foregoing Hiſtory of his life tufficienel 

thews, it was his ambition and his luſt. 
To have the ſoveraignty over his Country, 
to gratify his ambition, and as many wo- 
men as he pleaſed to ſatiate his luſt was 
what he aimed at, and to gain himſelf a 
party for the compaſſing ot this was the 
grand deſign of that new Religion which 
he invented, and the whole end and rea- 
ſon of his impoſing it on thoſe he delu- 
ded thereinto. And whoever purſues the 
like method muſt certainly have ſome 
ſuch end in it, it being totally incredible 
that any one ſhould take upon him the 
trouble, fatigue and danger of carrying on 
fuch a cheat only for nano: Glee: hor 

here we challenge all the — 
oly 
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holy Religion which we profeſs, to ſind out 
any thing like this in the Goſpel of Feſus 
Chriſt, any thing that ſavours of world! 
intereſt either in him the firſt Founder of 
our Faith, or in any of his holy Apoſiles, 
who were the firit Propagators of it. 
Vaninus, one of the moſt zealous Cham- 
pions of Impiety that ever appeared a- 
gainſt the Chriſtian Cauſe (or he died a 
Martyr for it) hath attempted this: but 
after the moſt accurate and diligent ſearch 
which ſo keen an Adverſary could make, 
he was forced to give up the Point; and 
plainly acknowledge, that in the whole 
ſeries of the Hiftory and actions of our 
Saviour, he could not find any thing that 
he could charge with ſecular intereſt or 
deſign to blaſt him or his Religion with. 
And if you will renew the ſame attempr, 
though you extend the | inquity much 
farther, even to his Apoſtles, and all the 
reſt of his Diſciples, who firſt preached this 
holy Religion to the World, and take in 
to your aſſiſtance all the enemies of it; 
after the ſtricteſt ſcrutiny that you ean 
make; you will never have any better 
ſucceſs herein. | 7297: 
For had our Saviour deſign been to 


ſeduce'the People for his own intereſt; he 
muſt have taben the 'ſame oourſe, — 
* other 
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other Seducers do. He muſt have flattered 
them in their humors, and formed: his 
doctrines to their fancies ; courted thoſe 
that were in greateſt authority and eſteem 
with them, and made it his buſineſs moſt- 
ly to preach againſt and decry thoſe who 
were | leaſt in their favour, and ſtudi- 
ed and practiſed all other ſuch arts of 
popularity, & hereby he might beſt in- 
ſinuate into their good liking, and gain 
that intereſt with them, as might be ſufſi- 
cient to ſerve his purpoſe and obtain the 
end propoſed. Theſe were the methods 
whereby Mabomet firſt propagated his 
Impoſture, and theſe are they which all 
others muſt take, whoſe purpoſe it is to 
deceive the People. But our Saviour in 
every particular ated contrary, hereto, 
which ſufficiently proves that he had no 
ſuch deſign to compaſs. For he freely 
preach'd againſt whatever he found blame- 
able in the people, ſpared not their moſt 
beloved errours, or framed his doctriaes 
to indulge them in any one evil practice 
how predominant ſo ever amongſt them, 
and was ſo far from courting thoſe in the 
greateſt authority and eſteem with them, 
that he was moſt ſharp and bitter againſt 
them above all others, whom they moſt 
idolized, I mean the Scriles and F bari- 


. ſees; 
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ſees; For he on all occaſions detected 
their Hypacriſies, and laid open their evil 
practices, and in the ſevereſt manner re- 
buked and condemned them for their ini- 
quity therein, even to the preferring and 
juſtifying before them the wicked Publi- 
cans, who for their exactions and oppreſ- 
ſions upon the people in their gathering 
the publick TJaxes were held among them 
the moſt hated of men and the worſt of 
ſinners. And therefore, though his Mi- 
racles often drew their admiration and 
their applauſe on the one hand, his do- 
Qrines and his preachings as fait alienated 
them from him on the other,; ſo that 
thoſe very ſame Men, who, for the fake 
of the former, followed him often in 
multitudes, and were ready to acknow- 
ledge him to be the Meſſias, were as vio- 
lently ſet againſt him at other times for the 
fake of the latter, and at laſt crucified him 
on the account thereof. And is it poſſi- 
ble to conceive, that he, who rook all 
thoſe courſes ſo contrary to the humour 
of the people, without regarding how 
much they tended: to exaſperate them a- 
ainſt him, ſhould have any intereſt or 
— of his own to ſerve himſelf of 
them? 
When our Saviour took upon him go 
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be the Meſſias that was promiſed, had he 
done it only as an 3 to promote a 
ſecular intereſt and deſign of his own, he 
would certainly have aſſumed that chara- 
Qer according to thoſe Notions in which 
the Fews expected him. For in this caſe 
the expectation of the people muſt have 
been the grand motive to the /mpoſtare, 
and their looking for ſuch a Meffias to 
come the main inducing reaſon' of his 
putting himſelf thereon, and therefore 
to be ſure, had he been an /mpoſtor, he 
would have offered himſelf to them no 
otherwiſe than juſt ſuch a Meſſas, as their 
notions of him would have him to be; and 
there are two ſpecial reaſons which in this 
caſe would have determined him hereto. 
t. Becauſe thoſe notions offered to him the 
higheſt ſecular intereſt, that could be at- 
tained unto: And, 2. Becauſe the ſuiting 
of his pretenſions exactly according to 
them, would have been the readieſt and 
moſt likely way for him to carry the in- 
tereſt, whatever it was, which you may 
ſuppoſe him to have aimed at. 

And, firſt, the notions which the Jews 
had of the Meſtas, offered him the high- 
eſt ſecular intereſt that could be attained 
unto; and therefore to be ſure, when he 
"robk upon him to be that Meſhas, had 


he 
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he done it only as an /mpofor for a ſecu- 
lar intereſt, he would have laid hold of 
that intereſt offered, and under the chara- 
Qer which he aſſum d molt certainly have 
claim d all that, which according to thoſe 
notions the Meſtas was to have. For this 


was nothi 
cular King 


leſs than a moſt glorious ſe- 
the expectations of the 


Jews being then concerning this matter 
the fame as they have ever ſince continu- 


ed amongſt them ; that the 
Meſſias was to be a Secu- 
lar Prince, who was to de- 
liver them from their ene- 
mies, and reſtore the King- 
dom of David at Jeruſalem, 
and there reign in great 
glory and ſplendour over 
the whole Houſe of /ſrae/. 
And what greater or more 
deſirable intereſt can this 
World afford, than ſuch a 
ſtate of advancement? And 


* The Meſſias ſhall come and 
reſtore the Kingdom of the Houſe 
of David to the ancient tate of 
its former Dominion, and ſhall 
rebuil4 the Temple, and gather 
tager ber the diſperſed of feel ; 
and then ſhall be re-eſtabliſhed all 
the Legal Rites and Conſtitutions 
as in former times: and Sacrifi- 
ces ſhall be offered, and the Sab- 
_ cal Tears and Fubile's obſer- 
ved according to Precept 
delivered a the 2 Mai- 
monides in Yad Hachazekah in 
Tract. de Regibus & Bellis eo- 
rum, cap. 11. C. 1, 


what is there that is more valued and 
eſteemed in the opinion of all mankind, 
than the attainment thereof» Andat that 


time when our Saviour firſt ap 


ed on 


his Maſton, there was the moſt favourable 
juncture, that could offer it ſelf, for his ſet- 


ting up for all this: For then the * 
0 
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of the Jews. being fallen under the Vo 


of the Roman Government, and alſo grown 
very impatient under it, entertained a ge: 
nerat expectation of the ſpeedy OComiag 
of the Meſſas, under that character of a 
Temporal Printe, which they had conceſted 


of him, to deliver them from this bony 


dage, and by conquering thoſe. o · ſub- 


jected them thereto, again reſtote:t 
Kingdom of Iſrael. And theſe hopes h 
at poſſeſſion of:their minds, 


then taken th 
and they were al ſo u 


q Mark. 15. v. 43. Luke 2. 
v.38." & c. 24. v.31. AH; 1. v6, 
From all which places compa- 


red together, it appears, that 


there was among the Jews, in 
the time of our Sevicur, a ge- 
neral expeQatipn of the ſpeedy 


Coming af the Mat, and that 


their notion was of a temporal 
deliverance-and a temporal re- 
ſtoration of the Kingdom of 
Iſrael to be effected by him, 
And this expectation was, it 


which made, the multitude fo 


ready to join themſelves. t 
Theuaas, and after to Juda o 


Galilee, of whom mention. is 
made Ad, 5. u. 36, 37. and af. 
ter that zo an Egypt Few, " 
AA, 21. v. 38. on 28 0 
m 


tending to be the perſons, 

whom this deliverance was ex- 

pected. | 
(*) Joſephus not only makes 


mention of Theugas, and Judas 
of Galilee, and the Egyprian, of 


of them, that every one 
ſtood in a manner ready 


and prepared to join With 
ould 


him , .. whoſdevery than 
take upon him to be the 
perſon, as en 3 7 
peareth not only from) N tlie 
Scriptures, but alſo, from 
the Hijftory which ( e; 
phus wrote of thoſe time 
And therefore had dur Sa- 
viour, by taking upon him 
to be the Aelſlat, ) aimed 
only as an Inpoſton at a he: 


cular intereſi, What rea- 


ſon can be given, Why be 


ſhould nat With che nama 
of - the : Meſras, haue allo 


claimed 
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| ined this grand- intereſt 
J ofa Kingdom, which accor- 
ding to the opinion of all 
| thoſe, who expected a Mef- 
/t, belonged thereto? or 
why he ſhould not in ſo 
favourable à juncture, as 
was then offer d for it, have 
pollelied himſelf thereof ? 
ut he was ſo far from do- 
ing either of theſe, that he 
waved: both, and not only 
omitted this opportunity of 
poſſeſſing himſelf of this 
Kingdom, but alſo-renoun- 


thereof. For inſtead of lay- 
ing any pretence to it, he 
Tet himſelf to conſute thoſe 
very, notzons which gave it 
unto him, and to convince 
the People that they were 
miſtaken in them, and there- 
by overthrew all that u hich 
offered unto him the high- 
, eſt Secular intereſt which 
the Men of this world-uſe 
to aim at. And not only 
fo, but advanced in the 
ſtead of thoſe Errours, ſuch 


B 
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ted and diſclaim d the hole Z 


i | s of it ; ff war 
David bis fat ber; that ii not only 
of the Law, which irwritten, but 


the Oral alſe, and inclineth all / 


rael to walk therein, and repairs 
the breathes , and fights the bat- 
tles of the Lard, this 


\ 


former , 
the diſperſed of 
i; far certain the 
monides in Yad 
Tratt. de Regibus & Bellis eo- 
rum, c. 15. 4. 


Doctrine: 
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Doctrines concerning the Meſſas, as were 
not only without all manner of worldly 
intereſt in them, but all levelled directly 
oppoſite thereto. For he taught them, 
that the Kingdom of the Meſias was not a 
Temporal, but a Spiritual Kingdom ; that 
he was not to be a Judge and a Ruler over 
them in the Secular affairs of this World 
and the pomp and glory thereof, but to 
govern and direct their hearts within by 
the power of his holy Spirit, in order to 
conform them to that Law of Righteouſ- 
neſs, which might fit them to reign with 
him in the Kingdom of everlaſting Glory 
hereafter., And therefore when the Jews 
being convinced hy his wonderfull Works 
that he was the Meſſias, would have taken 
him by force and made him their Xing, 
he withdrew from among them to diſap- 
point the deſign, And when interroga- 
ted by Pilate, he told him his Kingdom 
was not of this World. And had he aimed 
at any ſuch thing, he would never have 
taught ſuch Doctrines of himſelf, which 
ſo directly overthrew all that which gave 
him the moſt favourable advantage of at- 
taining thereto. Had he offered at mote 
of this World's intereſt than the Notzons 
of the Jews inveſted him with (if it were 
poſſible more could be had than thoſe 
gave 
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gave their Meftas ; ) or if he had joined 
thereto, the enjoyment of carnal pleaſure 
as Mahomet did, there might then have 
been ſome ground of charging him of dif- 
fering from thoſe Notions for the ſerving 


ol his own intereſt ; but when the change 


was on the quite contrary hand, and in- 
ſtead of being that reigning and glorious 
Meſias,amid(t the higheſt pomp and ſplen- 
dour of this World, as the Jews would 
have had him to be, he declared himſelf 
only for ſuch a Kingdom, as had nothing 
of this World in it, and whoſe greatelt 
perfection lay in its greateſt oppoſition 
thereto; he that will ſay that there was 
any thing of this World in his thus 
ſtripping himſelf of all the pomp and 
glory of it, or that there could be any 
deſign of intereſt for himſelf, where all 
manner of ſelf-intereſt is thus renounced, 
muſt reconcile contradictions, and make 
the nature of one extreme to conſiſt in 
the other, which is moſt directly oppo- 
ſite thereto. Had he, when he took upon 
him to be the Meſtas, done it only for a 
worldly intereſt, this great intereſt of 
reigning, ſo obviouſly offered it ſelf unto 
him under that character, that it cannot 
be conceived how he ſhould ever have a- 
voided it. The power, and glory, and 

B 2 riches 


A Letter fo the Deiſts 
riches of a Xingdom, are too great baits of 
allurement to rhe worldly-minded Man, 
ever to be refuſed by ſuch an one, after 
he had aſſumed that character, which in 
the generally-received Notion of it, in- 
veſted him with them. Or can it be 
imagined, ſince theſe are the only thi 
which could make that character at 
deſirable to an Inpaſtor, why any Man 
ſhould run the great hazard and trouble 
of being ſuch in the aſſuming of it, but 
for the ſake of them? All thoſe falſe 
Chriſts, who have been real Jmpeſtors, 
and have in ſeveral Ages ſtarted up to de- 
lude the World with this pretence have 
ever with the name of the Meſtas, claim- 
ed alſo this Xingdom, which the Fews a- 
ſcribed thereto; and that in every ſuck 
ſcene of deceit, which bath opened in 
the World, hath always appeared to have 
been the bait, which allured thoſe wret» 
ches to act that part therein. And had 
our Saviour been ſuch an one as they, he 
mult certainly have taken the ſame courſe. 
For to do otherwiſe, would have been to 
do the wickedneſs without the tempta- 
tion, and to run the hazard without that 
which was to reward the ſucceſs. Bur 
he having been ſo far herefrom, that he 
did not only renounce this Kingdom, but 
all 
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all manner of other worldly intereſt what- 
ever; this plainly ſhews he could have 
no deſign upon this World by that Mifton 
which he undertook, or had any other 
reaſon for his entering on it as the Meſhas, 
but that he was really that perſon, whom 
God by his holy Prophets had fo often 
promiſed; and at length, in fulneſs of 
time, accordingly ſent to bring life and 
ſalvation unto us. 

2. Had our Saviour, when he took 
upon him to be the Meſſas, done it only 
as an Imnpeſtor for a Secular intereſt, he 
would have aſſumed that character ac- 
cording to thoſe notions in which the 

expected him, becauſe this would 
ve been the readieſt and moſt likely 
way for him tocarry that iatereſt, what- 
ever you may ſuppoſe it to be. For the 
eager expectations of that People being 
then for ſuch a reigning Meſſtas, as they 
had drawna Picture of in theirown fancies, 
his only way to havegotten them to own 
and receive him for the Meſſat, was for 
him exactly to have humour d them here- 
in, and propoſed himſelf to them juſt ſuch 
an one as they would have had him to 
be. And had his intent been only to ſe- 
duce them under that character, in order 
to ſerve himſelf of them for a Secular in- 
B 3 tereſt, 
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tereſt, this method is that which is fo 
obviouſly neceſſary in ſuch a caſe, that 
it could not have been avoided. For to 
do otherwiſe, would evidently have been 
to put the matter in a molt certain me- 
thod totally to miſcarry, and make the 
whole deſign impracticable. To come to 
them as their Meſſias, under a character 
totally differing from that in which they 
expected him, would be ſufficient to make 
them, for that very reaſon, never to re- 
ceive him. Although humilicy and the 
debaſing of a Man's ſelf, may in other ca- 
ſes be a means to court Popularity, and 
procure the favour of the People, it could 
never have ſerved in this; nor would our 
Saviour's taking upon him the Character 


of the Meſſias, ſo vaſtly lower as to this 


World, than the general opinion then gave 
it unto him, have been of any ſtead to 
him in order thereto; but quire the con- 
trary. For the Fews had then framed their 
notions of the Meſſias they expected, for 
their own fakes rather than his; ſuitable 
to thoſe worldly intereſts they were moſt 
in love with, and thoſe notions went cur- 
rant through the whole Natzon, as the 
true and exact deſcription of him, by 
which he was to be known at his coming: 


And therefore for any one to propole 
himſelf 
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himſelf to them, as the Meſſias, under a 
character totally diſagreeing herefrom, 
would have been the readieſt way ſor 
him to be told, that he was not there- 
ſore the Man; and this, inſtead of being 
a means to ſeduce them to him, become 
ſuch a reaſon for their rejecting him, as 
no art of Impoſture would ever have been 
able to maſter. And this indeed proved 
the main cauſe, that notwithſtanding our 
Saviour s Miracles, the Fews, who daily 
ſaw them, were ſtill hardned in their a- 
verſion againſt him; and it continues 
with them to this day the grand ſtum- 
bling - block of Infidelity, which they cag- 
not get over. For they looked tor a; Me/- 
fras, that was to ſubdue their Enemies, 
and deliver them from the ſlavery of the 
Romans, and by the eſtablithmenr' of a 
Temporal Kingdom over them advancethe 
ſtate of their Nation to the higheſt pro- 
ſperity, and their Law to the higheſt per- 
ſection of obſervance, which both were 
capable of. But he propoſed himſelf un- 
to them as a Meſtas, which had nothing 
to do with this World, or any ot the in- 
tereſts of it; and inſtead of tlie Tempora 
Aingdom they expected, claimed only a 
Spiritual; and inſtead of the out u ard 
Kites and Ceremonies ob the Meſaical Law 
pl 70 B 4 which 
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which were all fulfil'd and done away in 
him, taught them only to worſhip God 
in ſpirit and in truth. And what could 
more diſpleaſe and alienate from him, 
Men fo eager upon this World, and the 
glory and riches of it, than thus inſtead 
of conqueſt over enemies, | extent of 
power, and a moſt flouriſhing ſtate of 
proſperity, which they dreamt of, to 
preach to them of Mortification, Repen- 
tance, Self-denial, and thoſe other Chri- 
ſtian Virtues, in the encreaſe of which 
the true proſperity of Chriſt's Kingdom 
only conſiſts; and inſtead of their Tem- 

- ple, andthe outward pomp and ſplendour 
of the worſhip there performed, which 
they ſo much valued themſelves upon, 
and ſo zealouſly affected, thus to propoſe 
to them the Worſhipping of God without 
all this, only in that Spiritual manner, 
which under the numerous Rites of the 
Moſaical Law they had not been accuſto- 
med to have any great regard untoe For 
this was to baulk them of the hopes they 
moſt delighted in, and put a baffle upon 
them in thoſe eager expectations and moſt 

_ earneſt deſires which their hearts had long 
dwelt upon, And how ill they were able 

| tobrook this, will . — is inſtance 
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who, on the ſeeing of his Miracles, were 
fo firmly convinced of his being the Meſ- 
fiat, that they would forthwith have ta- 
ken him by force, and declared him their 
King, the next day after, on his preaching 
to them of ſpiritual things, and offering 
thereby to withdraw their minds from 
the periſhable things of this World, to fix 
them on thoſe which endure to everlaſt- 
ing life, murmured againſt him,and would 
no moreendure him. For their hearts were 
after a Meſfas, that ſhould found them a 
Temporal Kingdom, and make them great 
and glorious, and powerfull therein; and 
to ſet up a Spiritual Kingdom inſtead here- 
of, was not only to deprive himſelf of the 
grandure of the other, but them alſo of 
the portion which they expected therein. 
And no one certainly that intended a 
worldly intereſt by ſuch an undertaking, 
would ever have projected it in ſuch a 
method as this, which was fo totally in- 
conſiſtent with it. For this would be to 
renounce in the very act the end which 
he propoſed, and make the attainment 
of it impracticable by the very means 
whereby he purſued it; It would be to 
wave the higheſt intereſt in this World 
to another, which no one 


they then had, and ſtill retain, that it 
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alienate thoſe from him, by whom alone 
he could hope in ſuch a deſign as this to 
attain any at all. And therefore had a 
worldly end and a woridly intereſt been 
all that our Saviour aimed atin his taking 
upon him to be the Meſias, whom the 
Jews expected, he would never ſo much 
contrary to that intereit, and fo much 
contrary to that moſt obvious means of 
carrying on ſuch a deſign, have aſſumed 
that character in a manner ſo much differ- 
ing from that, under which they expected 
him; Or could he by ſuch a method of 
procedure ever have made any thing of 
the attempt among them, had he not on 
his ſide the power of God, as well as his 
Miſſion, to make him ſucceſsfull there- 
10? 

Had his buſineſs only been to deceive 
the People for the advancing of ſome ſe- 
cular intereſt of his own, he would ne- 
ver have attempted it in ſo unlikely a 
way of ſucceeding, as that of aboliſhing 
the Moſaical Law, to which the whole 
nation of the 'Fews were then ſo zealouſſy 
addicted, that they could not bear the 
leaſt word, which might ſeem to derogate 
either from. the excellency, which they 
conceived of it, or that opinion which 


Was 


A Letter to the Deiſts. 


was to be immutably obſerved by them to 
the end of the World. The caſe of Ma- 
homet with his Men of Mecca was quite 
otherwiſe, he found no ſuch zeal in them 
for their old Religion to ſtruggle with, 
they themſelves were then grown ſo weary 
of it, that the generality of them had in 
a manner totally exchanged it for no 
Religion at all at that time Mabomet firſt 
began to propagate his /mpoſture among 
them, they having then for the molt 
part given themſelves up to the opinions 
of the Zenditees, who in the fame man- 
ner as the Epicureans among the Greeks 
and too many now-a-days among us, ac- 
know ledged the Being of a God, but deny- 
ing his Providence, the immortality of 
the ſoul, and a future ſtate, did at the 
ſame time deny all manner of neceſſity of 
paying any worſhip unto him. And no 
wonder then if ſuch Men, who placed 
their All in this World, were eaſily 
brought over to a Sect, whoſe chief aim 
was at worldly proſperity and worldly 
pleaſure in the Religion which they profel- 
ſed. | This Mabomet was well enough 
aware of before he ſtarted his new Reli- 
gion among them, and it ſeems to have 
been the greateſt encouragement which 


emboldned him to venture on that at- 
tempt. 


voted to it. They then looked on it with 
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tempt. However ſince they ſtill retained 
the outward ſorm of their Religion after 
they had deſerted the ſubſtance of it, he 
found even from hence that oppoſition 
to hi that to make it go down, he 
was forced to retain all thoſe Rites and 
Ceremonies in his new Religion, which 
they had been afore uſed to in their old; 
and in order hereto he choſe to make ſome | 
da alterations in his firſt eſtabliſh- 
ments, as particularly in that of the XFebla 
rather than ruffle his Arabians by aboliſh- 
ing what he found them through long 
uſage and cuſtom any way affected to. 
For his buſineſs being to deceive the peo- 
ple, his care was to offer at nothing, 
which might be difficult togo down with 
them, and ſo muſt it be of every other de- 
ceiver who takes upon him to act the like 
part. But in every particular it was qui 

otherwiſe with our Saviour, and thoſe 
— — — — his — unto. 
For t s having undergone ſeveral 
terribleſcourges from the hand of Ged for 
the neglect of that Law which he had 
iven them, were from their former too 
iſregard of it then grown into the 
contrary extreme of being with | 

ſuperſtition and bigottry too much de- 


the 
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the ſame veneration, as they ſtill do, to 
Ther che — his coming 
t the on bi 
ſhould not make the leaſt therein, 
but that the glory of his X:#gdom ſhould 
chicfly conſiſt in the perſection of its ob- 
ſervance, and the exact performance of 
the worſhip it preſcrib'd, and for any one 
to advance any doctrine con 


hereto 
was reckoned no leſs than (*) Blaſphemy DAG v. 13. | 
our | 


among them. And therefore had 

Saviour only conſulted fleſh and bloud in 
the Miſton which he undertook, had he 
had no other defign therein than a Secular 
intereſt and a worldly end, he would ne- 
ver have oppoſed himſelf againſt the vio- 


lent current of ſuch predominant opini- 


ons, as he found then reigning among 
them, whom he firſt — Goſpel 
unto,. or ever durſt have offered at the 
abolition of that Law, which they were 
ſo violently bigotted unto. Had he come 
to deceive them as a Sedacer, the very na- 
ture of the thing muſt neceſſarily have 
directed him to a quite contrary method; 
that is, to ſooth and collogue with 

whom he came to impoſe upon; to have 
contradicted no opinion they were vio- 
lent-for, or oppoſed 2 
they were zealouſly ed to, but to 


| 
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have ſtudied their humours, and learnt 
their notions, and ſo framed and ſuited all 
his doctrines according thereto, as might 
beſt take to draw them over to the end 
deſigned. To have done otherwiſe would 
have been to ſet Prieſt and People againſt 
him, as an enemy to their Religion, and 
a Blaſphemer of their Law: Aud, as our | 
Saviour found it ſo in the reſult, ſo it 
muſt have been obviousto any one in his 
caſe to have forſeen it from the begin- 
ning. And therefore ſince notwithſtand- 
ing this he took this method ſo contrary 
to the whole end and deſign of one that 
intends a cheat upon the people, and 
without having any regard to that zeal 
with which the Fews were then fo violent- 
ly bigotted to their Law, or that rage of 
reſentment, which they were ready to 
expreſs againſt whatſoever in the leaft 
ſhould derogate fromit, did boldly preach 
unto them ſuch Doctrines, as torally 
diſannulPd it, this manifeſtly proves he 
could have no intereſt of his own to ſerve 
upon them in this undertaking,” or that 
he had any other reaſon for his enteri 
on it, but that he was ſent of God fo to 
O. . a 

The grand and fundamental doctrine 
of the Religion, Which Jeſas Chriſt left 
his 
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his Church, was that of his death and paſ- 
ſion whereby he made atonement for our 
ſins and delivered us from the puniſh- 
ment which was due unto us for them. 
By this means only he propoſed to fave 
us, that is from Sin, the Devil, and eter- 
nal Death, and by this conflict only did 
he undertake to ſubdue theſe our enemies 
for us, and on that conqueſt to found us 
a Kingdom, which ſhould make us holy 
and righteous here, and for ever bleſſed 
with him in glory hereafter. This was 
the whole end and purpoſe of our Savi- 
our's Miſſion; this he frequently foretold 
to his Diſciples, and on this was founded 
the whole Religion which he taught them. 
And can any one ſay he could have a de- 


ſign of Secular intereſt for himſelf in ſuch 


a Religion as this, which could have no 
being, but by his dying for it, or any 
reaſon for its eſtabliſhment among men 
till he had laid down his life for the com- 
pleating of it? To ſay there was any 
thing of worldly intereſt in this would be 
to charge it on his croſs, and place it in 
that bitter and ignominious death which 
he underwent thereon. Men ſometimes 
put their lives to great hazard for the in- 
tereſts of this World, but for a Man 
purpoſely to deſign death for ſuch an we 
an 
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and part with this World in ſueh à man- 
ner as Chriſt did for the ſake of any thing 
that this world hath, is a thing which was 
never yet heard of, and is in it ſelf fo con- 
trary to the moſt obvious dictates both 


of reaſon and nature, that no one can be ſo 


abſurd as to imagine it poſſible for any 
man ſo to do. 

But that which I know you will ſay 
in this caſe is, That it was not Chrift him» 
ſelf, but his Diſciples after his death, that 
made this a part of his Religion; That he 
intended no ſuch thing in the under ta- 
king he entered on, that it ſhould end 
in his death, and be compleated by his 
Crucifixion; - but that this hapning unto 
him, thoſe who kept up his Party, and 
propagated his Religion after him, foiſted 
this thereinto, to ſalve the ignominy of 
his Death, and ſerve themſelves of it, for 
the better carrying on of their deſigns 
thereby. And if fo, then the [mpoſinr 
muſt be ſhifted from him to his Diſczples ; 
and in this caſe the ſame inquiry muſt 
ſtill be made, What advantage could they 
propoſe to themſelves heretrom 2 For if 
Chriſt's having no ſelf-deſign or worldly- 
intereſt in the Religion which he taught 
be of any force to acquit him of bei 
guilty of Impaſture therein (as it muſt 

with 
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withievery Man of unprejudiced veſon,) 
it muſt alſo belogen to acquit them 
of the ſame charge who propagmed it” 
after hin. And whar'worldly intereſtis 
it which they could poſſibly have in this 
matter? If you ſay Empire, how impro- 
bable is it, that a feu poor Fiſhermen 
without any manner of ſoundation either 


of poor riches or intereſt with others, 


for the carrying on of ſuch a defign, ſhould 
ever frame in their thoughts the eaſt 
imagination tending thereto, eſpecially 
at that time when the Roman Empire be- 
ing in its utmoſt heighth and vigour had 
the major part of the then knoun World 
united under its command to cruſh the 
greateſt attempts of this nature, which 
might be made againſt it? If riches and 
Honour be alledged as their end, I muſt 
deſire yuu to tell me, how this could be 
a means to gain them? or whether any 
one ol them ever attained to either there- 
by? If we examine into the accounts, 
which we have of their lives and actions 
we ſhall ſind them journeying about the 


world from place to place in great pover- 


ty and under all the difficulties and preſ- 
ſures of it to diſcharge: that Apoſilefbip 
which was committed unto them, and in 


every ꝓlace where 1 came to wo” 
v0 e 
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ed with contempt, oppreſſion and perſecu- 
tion for the ſake of that Religion which || 
they taught. Had riches and honour been 
the end propoſed for all this, certainly 
after having experienced by the ill ſucceſs 
bow improper means they had taken in 
order thereto, ſome of them would have 
deſiſted from the enter prize, and no lon- 
ger have purſued a deſign, which could 
not auſwer its end. But you cannot 
bring us an inſtance of any one of them 
that did this. No, they ſtill went on in 
= — * which they had undertaken, 
and w t being wearied by the pover- 
ty they — funcer, or in the leaſt 
diſcouraged by that contempt. ſcorn and 
perſecution, which they every- where met 
with, all conſtantly perſevered to preach 

that Goſpel, which they had received, 
even to their lives end; and not only ſo, 

but maſtof them laid down their lives for 
the fake therefore, which they would no- 
ver have done, if they had not for that 

Miniſlry a much higher reaſon, than all 
rhe honour and riches of this world: could 

ever amount unto. All that can be ſaid 
of any. worldly intereſt for them in their 

preaching. up that Religion which they 
propagated. is, That they were thereby 
made Heads of the Party which the drew 
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over thereto. But alas; what advantage 


could this be unto them to be thus made 


Heads of a contemned; oppteſſed and per- 
ſecuted Party of Men, who were every» 
where ſought out for bonds, impriſon- 
ments and death. To head ſuch a Party 
what is it, but to expoſe a Mans ſelf to 


the greater danger, and ſet himſelf up to 


receive the firſt ſtrokes of every perſecu- 
tion, which was levelled againſt it? For 
in this cafe, -thoſe who head the Party are 
moſt ſonght after, and the ring - leaders of 
it are ever made the firſt and the moſt ſig- 
nal examples of every ſeverity, which is 
deſigned for its oppreſſion. And this was 
all that the Apoſtles got by heading that 
Party, which they converted totheChri- 
ſtian Religion; and what of worldly in- 
tereſt could be found therein? If the head- 
ing of a Party be of any advantage to a 
Man, it muſt be then only when it brings 
kim Honour, or power, or riches, or 
ſome other worldly enjoyment. But to 
head ſuch a Party, as the firſt Chriftiqns 
were, could bring neither of theſe there- 
with; but on the contrary, poverty, con- 
tempt, oppreſſions, and perſecuxions were 
all the fruits, as to this world, which the 
Apoftley of our Saviow reaped thereby, 
And certainly on theſe terms, to head u 
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Party, could never have been the reaſon 
to make them enter on that ade e 
orciÞit:had; they could never under ſueh 
diſcouragements have long continued 
therein. 


S EC I. II. 


II. And thus ſar having examined the 
firſt mark of Impaſtare, and I hope ſuffici- 
ently ſhown it cannot belong to that holy 
Religion which we proſeſs. I. ſhall now 
proceed to the ſecond; that is, that it mult 
always have wicked, men for the Authors 
of it. For thus io impoſe upon mankind 
a falſe Religion is the wor ſt of cheats, and 
the higheſt injuſtice which can, be do 
either to God or Man: to God, becauſe it 
tobs him of the worſhip of his Creatures, 
either by diverting it to a falſe object, or 
by directing it to him in ſuch a falſe way, 
as cannot be accepted of before gn 5 And 
to Man, becauſe it deprives him of his God, 
by putting him upon ſuch a falſe Religion 
as muſt neceſſarily alienate both his me 
cy and his fayour from him. And to do 
this, is ſuch a conſummate piece of ini- 
quity, that it is impoſſible 17 one can 
arriys thereto without having rſt rup- 
ted himſelf to a great degres in all t ings 
err | ele 
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elſe. For ſuch an one muſt Have: caſt 
off all fear of God, as well as all regard of 
Man, before he could ever offer at ſo 
great a Wickedneſs againſt both. And 
when a Man is come to this, to be 
ſure he will ſtick at nothing, whereby 
his luſts may be gratiſied, or any carnal 
intereſt ſerv d which he ſets his heart upon; 
but will make the corruptions of his mind 
appear in all the actions of his life,” and 
be thoroughly wicked in every thing 
where his own intereſt, or his own de- 
ſigns do not put a reſtraint upon him. 
And that Mahomet was ſuch an one, the 
Hiſtory of his Life, which I have laid be- 
fore you, ſufficiently ſhows. 


But whoever yet charged 
* Feſus Chriſt, or his holy 
Apoſtles with any thing like 
this? not Celſus, not Por- 

ry, not Julian or any 
other of the Heatbens, or 


the Jews who were the bit- 


terelt enemies of Chriſti- 
axity and the greateſt op- 
poſers of it. And to be ſure 


All dat the bittereſt ene- 
mies of Chriſtianity have ever 
objected againſt our Seviour, 
faveafabulousſtory ofhis Birth, 
amounts to na more than this, 
That he was a Magician, which 
was an invention, framed on» 
ly.to ſalve his working of Mi- 
racle; (which they could not 
deny) in ſuch a manner as to 
make them give no reputation 
or authority to the doctrines 
which he taught. 


could they have found any ſuch accuſa- 
tion againſt any of them, they would 
never have ſpared to have made the ut- 
moſt uſe of it they rar for 2 | 
10 3 0 
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of that Religion, which they taught. For 
it is a popular Argument, Which Would 
have ſerved their purpoſe among the peo- 
ple more than any other they chuld have 
offered unto them. And we ſee with 
what ſucceſs the various Sets among us 
ſerve themſelves oſ it every day, no aw 
gument being more prevalent amongſt 
the unthinking Multitude for the heating 
down the reputation of any profeſſion of 
Religion, than the tipping up of the faults 
of thoſe that teach it. To'examine into 
all the Labyrinths and abſtruſe Speculati- 
ons of reaſon and argument, Which may 
be brought for or againſt any Religion, 1s 
an operoſe buſineſs, which all have not ca- 


pacities ſor, and few care to attend to. But 
of Good and Evil every Man is judge, and 

where they find the Teachers of any Rel 
ion to be wicked and naught, it is an in- 


ence which they are all apt too preci- 
itste ly to run into, that the Religion maſt 
naught alſo, and without any further 
enamining into it condemn it ſo to be, 
And I find there is nothing, which you 
your ſelves are more greedy to lay hold of 
ſor an argument againſt our holy Chriſt4- 
aw Rgligjon, than the faults whicls yon 

oblcrve in of our Miniſters, w 
buſinofs ip is to promote it. "ANG: 
| ore 


F 
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fore if the frults of the prefent teac fs s of 


d Chriftitnity be # das to afford | 
" pillar 40 Apt ah argument 24 0 
1 it, how much more would the faùlts of 


tho firſt founders and propigerers of of. it 
have done fo, had there *Fuch 
to obj againſt them? And hid" cherte 
been any ſuch, ſo keen and ſealchin 
Advetfaries. would never have flffere 
the difcovery to have eſcaped them, 
of eder fail't to have objecked it for 
the ſetving of their furi' to > the aol 
they Wet” able; and it can be ow ing 
to nothing, but their moſt unblamea 
ble innotepcy, that they have been ſe⸗ 
ted herefrom. To fa that they could 
nor have that knowledge of their f es and 
#@iohs; as was ſufficient for them to di 
cert their faults, and obſerve their mi 
„ Will not ſolve tlie wetter 
Tough Mabomer acted his Impoſtare ſo 
many hundred miles within the remoter 
parts of Arabia, amonga people, who by 
vaſt deſrts were it's rhanner cut off from 
theconvericof tie reſt of mankind, where 
ver 175 none of any other ee 
to ſpy out his 155 of ſerve 
His Gi 2 0 Where he had none elſe 
ch be rhef of bew, büt e 
— fils forg forgery, and became 
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 Chriſtignity had not its birth in ſuch an 


obſcure hole, nor did the firſt Faunder of 
it, of thoſe who propagated it afrer him, 
make their firſt appearance among, ſuch 
rude and illiterate Barbarians, as that Im- 
pelt o, did: but on, one. of the; openeſt 
ſtages in the world, at geraſalem, and in 
the 1 e Judea, and not in an age, 
when as ſormerly that Nation ſeparated 
it elf from all others, and had no con- 
verſe wich any büt temlelves; bye when 
the ha {cattered themſelves abroad and 
mingled with all, other Nations, and alſo 
were lorced to admit all other Nations to 
min le With them by being made a Pro- 
vinceof the Roman Empire, which brought 
not only Souldiers and Merchants of other 
Nations. among them, but alſo opened 
the gate to all others, as they. ſhould 
think fit, to come and reſide among them: 
And the Temple at Jeruſalem being that, 
where all of the Jewiſh Religion worſhip- 

* ped, 
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ped. this conſtantly brought thither from 

all Nations thoſe who profeſſed it which 

made a very great reſort thither frotn all 

Parts af the World, eſpecially at their 

three great Feſti wall. And therefore juſt 

aſter our Saviour s ſufferings at the time 

of -Pentecoft next following, ' we are told 

that there were then at Jeruſalem () Par- ( Af +. 

thians, Medes, and Elamites, and the q wel- 

lers of Meſopotamia, Cappadocia, Phntus, 

Afra,: Phrygia, Pamphylia, Egypt, Libya, 

and Cyrene, with the Strangers of Rome, 

Cretes, and Arabians. So that tobe ſure 

nothing could be hid or concealed; which 

was done on fo open a ſtage of theWorld, 

and in the ſight of ſo many Nations as 

were then preſent upon it; nor is it poſſible 

if thoſe who then fir ſt dehvered the Chri- 

ſtian Religion to the World; had been ſuch 

wicked perl ons, as Mabomet was; and off 

other Impoſtors muſt be, it could ever 

have eſtaped their obſer vation. Aud if 

it had at Feraſalem, there were other oc- 

caſions enough given for a fuller diſco- 

very aſterwards. For the-holy»[Apoſtles 

after our Saviaur S death, did not confine 

themſelves to Feraſalem and the Land of 

Jada only, but diſperſed themſelves 

throughout the whole Earth, andat Rome, 

at Athens, and in many other 9 
. les 


- - Wwe na et to ett ee ont oo ed ee et ak we 2 
- I mT PX = * 
— — — 


A Letter to the Deiſts, 
Cities appeared openly, teaching tlie cli 
gion which they had received, and for ii · 
ing Churches 97 thoſe whom they had 
converted thereto, and thereby — 
their Lives and Actions publickly to the 
view of the whole World, made all Man- 
kind in a manner witneſſes of what they 
did:. And Cbriſtianity was not ſuch an 
acceptable thing to the World, as to move 
the Men of it to bo ſo candid and good- 
natur d to the firſt Authors of it, as to 
conceal their faults and hide their wick⸗ 
edneſſes, had there been any ſuch in them. 
No, it was that which was againſt che 
luſts and pleaſures, and the other evil 
courſes of this World, more, than any o- 
ther Religion, which was ever taught 
therein; and this put the World as much 
againſt it, and all that adhered therero; 
and therefore we ſind them to de a Party 
of Men not only every - where ſpdcen a- 
* but alſo every - where hated; opp6-' 
to the utmoſt. And 
* ſo. — Odium was riſen 4. 
gainſt them, and both ems and Gentiles: 
conſpired. together therein, to be ſure- 


there were not wanting abondante 


made it their bufineſs to pry! into 

actions, and euamine theit a ten 

Al that ſpight, unſaimeiß and Mb iter 
pretation 


ſes. 


an thing to charge 


thoſeds ho propaga 


they uaderwent ſor three 
hundred years her, 
would certainly hade pro- 
pagated therewith all. the 
Acculations they were a- 


rn 


the firſt Founders and Tea- 
chers of it. And, to be 
ſure, Wen (“) Cellus, Por- 
pbyry, and Julian, and o- 
ther bitter Oppoſers of 
Chriſtianity, as we bas 


r e 
ow 


tawrite againſt it. we ſhould 
have been told enough of 


pearing in any jr their Wri- 
tings, ar any of the leaſt 


i it. But nothing of this ap- 
a 
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preta tion of things ag is uſual in ſuch ca- 
And. could they by all this frarch, 
inquiry and ſtrict obſervation, have found 
upon Crit or his 
Apoſtles, which might caſt a blot upon 


the Re; on which they taught, to be ture 
— habe heard enough of it. 


ble aga inſt thoſe who were 


Heathens, took Hen in hand! 


For 


ted their Odiomagainſt 
this holy Helium ta the next ſucceeding 
to that exceflive degree, in which 
the Prinditive Chriſtians experienced it 
in thoſe terrible Perſeeutions Which 


Tie main thin 
Ceſſur and Julian b 
their books agaiuſtthe Gian 


Kali gion are preſerved in the 
Ae which Orig u X. 


to the former, and St. ii e 
Attxand#t# to * latter, - bur 


950, ee hemſelyes are ; 
ſhed; A axe alſo thoſe of Na : 


Fes on the om Meru 


which 


him 118 1 in St. Hierom i | 
fatione ad lib. 1. Comment. in 
Epiſt. ad Galatas, Celſus lived 
in the ſecond, Poerphyry in the 
third, and Juliex i in che; fourrh 
Century after Chrif, 


memo» 
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memorial of it being to be found: in any 
Record whatſoever againſt them; this 


manifeſtly proves that they are even in 
the judgment of their bittereſt Enemies 


totally free of this char 


e, and. 45 


quently being juſt and ri . 


(His words of our Seaview 
are, that he was „ wiſe mou 
(a title not given in thoſe 
but to ſuch as were alſo g ) 
and that he was 4 worker of Mi- 


racles, and a teacher of Pub, 


Ib. 18. c. 4. And of | James he 
hath theſe words. Thoſe, thing 
* 
a S CA ities at 
attended it) fell by way of juf 
ance upen the Jews for James 
13% who was the Brother « 
70 e Chriſt, becauſe [ 
Jews | 
knowledged that this 


quoted by Euſebius in t 


have been done by them, 


murdered him, being # moſt righteou; pay? It my 
is not now extant in Joſe Yep bas, 


Second Book of his Evcleſiaftic 
ard alſo by Origen in his Second Book: againſt Celſus, w. 
had it not been extant in the Copies 
Works which were then in uſe, 


(and of Chriſt and St,James 
— of his 4 age Joſe 


phas, though a Jew, pers 
cularly atteſts, that they 


were ſo) they could never 


be guilty of ſo great a wick - 

edneſs both againſt God and 

Man, as to have impoſed a 

_ upon us in that Re- 

45 which they deliver- 
unto us. 

| be ac- 


Aa esd = 


however it came to . omit- 


ee. For to have falſely alledged ſuch à teſtimony to the ene« 


e given them too 


Rilo 


es of Chriftianity, eſpecially to one ſo acute and ſharp as Celſus was, 
hav t an adva 
t in Joſephus, amounts to the ſme ching ; for 


ntage againſt | it. 8 


won ho to death by 41enia: the High-Prieſt,” 1 bh, 6, 75 68, 


all men were offended at it which fi 
him to. 17758 man 10 For why 


cone for him? 


elſe ſhould al hey be fo 


SECT. 
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Ec iii. 


III. And if they had been ſuch wick- 
ed perſons, as thus to have impoſed upon 
us a falſe Religion for their own. intereſt, 
both their wickedneſs and the intereſt 
which they drove at, mult neceſſarily 
have appeared in the very contexture of 
the Religion it ſelf, and the Books of the 
New Teſtament; in which it is contained, 
would have as evidently proved both 
theſe againſt them, as the Alcoran doth 
againſt Mahomet 2 every Chapter of which 
yieldeth us manifeſt , proofs both of the 
wicked affections of the Man, and the 
ſel-ends which he drove at for the grati- 
fying of rhem. 

For, firſt, when a Man propoſeth an 
end: of ſelf-intereſt, and invents a new 
Religion, and writes a new Law on pur- 
poſe for the obtaining of it, it's impoſſi- 
ble, but that this End. muſt appear in the 
Means, and the /mpoſture, which was in- 
vented of purpoſe to promote it, muſt 
diſcover what it is. For in this caſe the 
new Religion and the new Law muſt be 
| calculated for this End, and be all formed 
and contrived in order thereto, otherwiſe 
it can have no efficiency for the obtain- 


e. eee. eee 
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they who were the firſt propagators of it 
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ing of it, nor at all anſwer the purpoſe 
of the inventor ſor the compaſſing of what 
he propoſed; and if it be thus calculated, 
ordered and'contrived for ſuch an End, 
that End cannot but be ſeen and diſco- 
vered in thoſe Means. For the End and 
Means prove each other; that is, as the 
nature of the End propoſed ſhows us wllat 
Means muſt be made uſe of for the ob- 
taining of it, fo do che nature of the 
Means which we uſe, diſcover what is the 
End which they drive at. And as far as 
the Means have a tendency to the End, 
ſo much muſt they have of that End in 
them; and it is not poſſible for him 
that uſeth the one, long to conceal 
the other. And therefore nothing is 
more obvious and common among us 
than by the courſes which a man takes to 
diſcern the end which he would have. 
As Mahimet invented his new Religion to 
promote his own ends, ſo the Alcoran in 
which it is contained ſufficiently proves 
it, there being ſcarce a leaf in that Book 
which doth not lay down fome particu- 
lars, which tend to the .— ing either 
of the ambition or rhe Juſt AS. Mon- 
ſter Who contrived it. And had the firſt 
Founder of our holy Chriſtian Religzon, or 


any 


e 
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any ſuch end therein, the Books of the 
Nem Teſtament, in which it is written, 
would have as palpably ſhown it. Bur 
here we challenge all the enemies of our 
Faith to uſe their utmoſt skill to make 
any ſach diſcovery in them. They have 
already gone through the ſtrict ſcrutiny 
of many ages, as well as of all manner of 
adverfaries, and none have ever yet been 
able to tax them herewith. For inſtead 
of being calculated for the intereſt of this 
World their whole deſign is to withdraw 
our hearts from it, and fix them upon the 
intereſt of that which is to come. And 
therefore the doctrines which they incul- 
cateare thoſe of morrification, repentance 
and ſeli⸗denial, which ſpeak not unto 
us of fighting, bloodſhed, and conqueſt, 
asthe Alcoran — for 3 of 
a temporal Ai but rhat recouncing 
all the e vanities, and luſts of 
this preſent, World, we live ſoberly, tigh- 
teouſty, and godly in the preſence of him 
that made us, and inſtead of purſuing after 
the periſnable things of this life, we fer 
our hearts only on thoſe Heavenly riches, 
which will make us great, and glorious 
and bleſſed for ever hereafter. For as the 
Kingdom of Chris is not of this World, 
> neither do thoſe Books, in which are 

| written 
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written the Laws of this Kingdom, fas 
vour any thing thereof. The Amun of 
this World, and the Righteouſneſs which 
they preſcribe us, are declared in them ta 
be totally inconſiſtent. The Ola Teſtament 
indeed, s being under the Diſpenfation 
of carnal Ordinances, which were the ſhas 
dows only of thoſe things after to come 
under the Goſpel, treated with Men ſuita- 
bly thereto. And therefore we ſind much 
of this World both by way of promiſe as 
well as threat to be propoſed therein. But 
it ĩs quite otherwiſe with the New: For 
in that Revelation being given to the 
perfecting of righteouſneis, all things were 
advanced thereby from Earth to Heaven 
and from fleſh to ſpirit. And tlterefore 
as the whole end of it is to make men {pts 
ritual, ſo are we directed thereby to look 
only to ſpiritual: and heavenly Bleſſing 


for the reward hereof. Had our Saviour 


propoſed- victory, or riches, or - carnal 


pleaſures to his followers, as Mahomet 


did, then indeed his Law would have ſuf 
ficiently-{avour'd of this World to male 
Men ſuſpect, that he aimed at nothing 
elſe thereby. But he was ſo. far here from 
that inſtead of this the Whole tenour of 
his doctrine runs the quite contrary way 
we Being told of nothing elſe through the 


321 Whole 


| 


| 
| 
| 
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« | whole New Teſtament; but of tribulations, 
H | afflictions; and perſecutions, which ſhall 
h attend all ſuch as to this World who faith- 
0 
2 
n 


fully ſet their hearts to become his Diſ- 
ciples, and the experience of all ages ſince 
hath ſufficiently verified the prediction. 


a» | And indeed the very Religion, which he 


ae bath taught us, is of that holineſs, that ac- 
a+ | cording tothe courſe of this wicked World 
hit naturally leads us thereinto. And 
how then can it be ſaid, that any thing of 
worldly intereſt can be contained either in 
this Religion, or thoſe holy Books in which 
it is written? 

Icannot deny, that there are ſome Men 
ſo craſty and cunning in purſuing their 
intereſt, that it ſhall not eaſily be diſcer- 
ned in the Means what it is which they 
drive at for their End. But how great a 
compaſs ſoever ſuch may ſetch about to 
point which they aim at, or in what 
by and ſecret paths ſoever they make for- 
ward towards it, yet if the Means, which 
they make uſe of, have any tendency 
| thither, they can never be ſo totally 
inal blended, but there-will always appear in 
them enough of the End to make the diſ- 
covery to any accurate obſerver, and at 
length when the plot grows ripe for Exe- 
J cution, and the deſigner begins to offer 
J at the putting himſelf in poſſeſſion of 

D what 


49 


A Letter io the Deiſts. 
what he propoſed ( as all ſuch deſiguers 
muſt at laſt) the whole ſcene muſt then 
be laid open, and every one will be able 
to ſee thereinto. And therefore if you 
will have it that the Holy Apoſttes — 
Evangeliſts, who were the firſt pen 

of the New Teſtament, wereſuch — 
and crafty men, as to be able thus art- 
fully to conceal. their defigns in thofe 
Books, which you ſuppoſe hey wrote of 
purpoſe to promote them (which cannot 
reaſonably be imagin d of men of their 
education and condition in the World, 
they being all, except St. Paul and St. wo 
of the meaneſk o ccupations amo 
people, and totally —— — Foo: 
contrived thoſe Books with any tendency 
towards thoſe deſigns (and it cannot be 
conceived how atherwik they could help 
forward to the obtaining of them) it is 
impoſſible, they could thus have paſſe 
thorough: ſo many ages, and all the ſtrict 
examinations of Heatbens, Jews, Atheiſts, 
and all other Adverſaries, who have fo 
{trenuouſly endeavoured: to overthrow 
their authority, and no diſcovery be made 
hereof, For ſuppoſing at firſt under the 
mask of renouncing the world they might 
a while conceal their defigns for the in- 
tereſt of it ( which is the utmoſt youcan 
lay | in this caſe,) yet this could m laſt 
ong ; 
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long: For if this were all they deſigned by 
teaching that holy Relrgion, and writing 
' thoſe Books in which it is contained, ſome- 
time or other they muſt-have put thoſe 
Yeſigns in execution, otherwiſe they would 
have been in vain lad; ſometime or other 
they muſt have endeavoured by them to 

| obtain what they aimed ar, otherwiſe the 
hole projection of them would have 
been to no purpoſe; and if they ever did 
ſo (as to be ſure they would, had this 
been their end) then, as it happens in all 
other ſtratagems of the like nature, with 
how / much artiſice ſoever they might con- 
ceal what they intended in the contri- 
vance, all at laſt muſt have come out in 
the execution, and when they began to 
put them ſelves in poſſeſſion of the end 
they aimed at, or at leaſt made any offer 
towards it, the whole cheat muſt then 
baue been unmasłk d, and every one would 
have been able to ſee into the depth there- 
of, But when did our Saviour, or any 
of his holy Apoſtles by vertue of any of 
thoſe doctrines delivered down unto us 
in the Books of the New Teſtament, ever 
oh themſelves in poſſeſſion of any ſuch 
worldly intereſt? or wen did they ever 
ke the leaſt offer in order thereto? 
Have any of the ancient enemies of our 
twoly - Religion (and it had birter ones 
4 D 2 enough 
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enough from the very beginning) ever 


recorded any ſuch againſt them? or have F 
any other ever ſince from any good autho- 
rity; or any authority at all, ever been able 
to tax them herewith? or is it poſſible their. 
names could have remained untainted of 
this charge amidſt ſo many Adverſaries, 
who have now for near Seventeen hundred 
years ſtood up in every age to oppoſe that 
holy Religion which they have delivered 
unto us? had they in the leaſt been guilty. P 
hereof? Nay, hath it been as much as 
ever ſaid of them, that they practiſed, as 
to this world, any otherwiſe. than they: F* 
taught, or ever dealt with the intereſts 
of it in any other manner, than totally, 
to renounce them? or had they at all F 
any. other portion in this life, than that 
of perſecution, affliction, and tribulation 
as it is foretold in thoſe holy Books that F* 
they ſhould? And what then can be,a F 
reater madneſs, than to ſuppoſe that men I? 
uld lay ſuch a deep deſign, as that of 
inventing a new Religion, and undergo all F* 
that vaſt trouble and danger, which they . 
did, to impoſe; it on the world for the UF 
ſake of a worldly intereſt, and yet never IF, 
put themſelves in poſſeſſion of that inte» FC 
reſt, or ever make the leaſt offer towards itt N. 
If you ſay that the whole end of the 
Religion was only to gain the party, 2 ; 
n t 


* ü * 
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gat the ſteps to the intereſt were to be 


pade afrerwards, I ſtill go on to ask, 
ho can tell us, after the party was gain d, 
any ſuch ſteps that were ever made, 
| of any the leaſt offer tending thereto? 
"Were not the firſt Chriſtians for many a 
the firſt founding of our faith, what 


LES 


Hey ought till to be, men that uſed this 
-Forld as if they uſed it not, who lived in 


without being 


of it, and did truly, what 


ey vowed in their Bapriſm, renounce all 


e pom 


15 h 
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r d ſo ſleadily, that even 
ir n 
e righteouſneſs of their 
s, and (*) bore witneſs 
reto, and the cruelleſt 
rſecutors could never 
them therefrom, but 
ey ſtill went on in the 
dervance of their holy 
ion without having 
y other defi N. 
an to practiſe that righ- 
| eſs which it an of 
d for three hundred years 
tether ſtood firm thereto 


—_— 
Vw. 
* 
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uinſt alſo: . terrible 


ps and Vanities, and Luſts thereof, 
ithfully to obſerve that holy Law which 
7 had receiv'd? And in this they per- 


(*) Plinii Epiſt. 1b. 10. Ey. 
97-- Hanc fuiſſe ſummam vel cul- 
pe ſue wel errerit, quod efſent ſoli- 
ti flats die ante Lucem conveni- 
re, carminque Chriſta quaſi De 


dicere ſecum invicem, ſeque Sacr a- 


ments nom im ſcelus aliquod obſtrin- 
gere, ſed ne furta, ne latrecinia 
ne adulteria cummii terent, ne fi- 
dem fallerent, ne depoſitum appel- 
lati abnigarent. In like man- 
ner they were alſo vindicated 
by Seremius Gram anut, Procon- 
ſul of ſis, in his Epiſtle to the 
Em Adrian. Euſth, Hiſt. 
Rcelefiaft lid. 4. e. 8, & 9. By 
Autoninus Pixg in his Epiſtle to 
the Commons of Af. Juſtin 
Martyr Apel. a. and even by the 
Heathen Oragles themſelves. 
Euſeb. im vita Conflantini, lib. 2. 
6. 30, & MAL 


ſlorms 


deſigned, yet to renounce the World 
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ſtorms of perſecution which were ri 
againſt them, till at length by the he 
neſs of their lives, and the conſtancy 
their ſufferings, they made a conquelt 01 
their very perſecutors, and brought o 
the World unto them. And are not « 
Principles ſtill the ſame, and alſo, 'thai 
be to God, notwithſtanding the Corruyy 
ons of the preſent. age, the practice 1 
of many thouſands ſtill among us, 1 
I doubt not will be as ready to und 

the ſame ſufterings,thoſe primitive Chi 
ans did, when ever 60 {hall try them 
that holy Religion which they-profels, 
they now are to obſerve the righteouſe 
thereof. But ſuppoſing this had been 
otherwiſe, and the Mammon ol this We 
and not the Righteouſneſs of G u 
really the end for which our Religian 


gain a Party, and afterwards make 
of this Party to gain the World, is a pil 
ject ſo unfeaſible, that the former part 


it muſt neceſſarily have overthrown i 
latter, whenever, it had been attempt 


For when men had been drawn over ui 


party under the ſpecious pretence of + 
nouncing the World, and been inſtrudiſ 
and firmly fixed in this principle, to mi 

thoſe yery lame men 


wards to ſe 
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intereſt would be to make their doctrine 
and their practice ſo monſtrouſly inter- 
fere, as muſt neceffarily have broken all 
into pieces, and deſtroyed the whole de- 
lg. Certainly, had they any ſuch de- 
tpn, 55 never have thus poſſeſ- 
ſed their Diſciples with ſuch principles a- 
gainſt it by the Rel igian which they taught 
them; and ia that they did fo, I think 
nothing can be a more evident Demon- 
ſtration, that they could never intend an 
'Y fach end thereby. Mabomet knew well 
enough, this was not a way to carry 
'Y what he deſigned, and therefore openly 
F owned in his Religion, what he aimed at 
thereby, anJ made his Law to ſpeak for 
'Y that Empire and Luſt, Which he deſired 
do enjoy, and ſo when he had made his 
Religion to obtain, he Fs by vertue 
thereof the Whole which he projected by 
ir,” and betarhe poſſeſſed of the Empire of 
"I alf Aral for the gratifying of his Au- 
iin, bd as many Women as he pleaſed 
for the farisfying of his Luſt, which were 
the two Ends he drove at in the whole 
are,” Had had Feſus Chriſt ang his 


2 


SB 


e any fuch deligp in the ee, 
ich they taught, they mult in the lame 


W * 


manner they made their Religion ſpeak 
1 D 4 ſor 


their turn for the gaining of a worldly 
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for it, or elſe it could never have ſerved 
rheir purpole for the 9 of it. And 
if their Religion had ever oſſer d at any ſuch 
thing, it muſt neceſſarily have appeared 
in the Books in which it is written. 
And 2dly. if they had been ſo wicked, 
as thus to impoſe upon the World a falſe 
Religion for the promoting of their own 
intereſt, as that intereſt myſt have appear d 
in the contexture of the Religion it ſelf, and 
in thoſe Books in which it is written, ſo al- 
ſo muſt their wickedneſs. For Words and 
Writings being the outward expreſſions of 
our inward conceptions, there is that con- 
nection between them, that although 
the former may often diſguiſe the latter 
they can never ſo totally conceal them, 
bur every accurate obſerver may ſtill be 
able through the one to penetrate into the 
other, and by what a map utters, whe- 
ther in ſpeech or writing, ſee what he is 
at the botrom, do what he can to prevent 
it. There are indeed ſome that can act 
the Hypocrite ſo cunningly, as to diſſem- 
ble the greateſt wickedneſs under words, 
writings and actions too that ſpeak the 
quite contrary. But this always is ſuch 
a force upon their inclinations, and ſo 
violent a bar-upon their inward. paſſions 
and deſires, that nature will Tory 
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break through. in ſpight of all art, and 
even ſpeak out the truth amidſt the high- 
eſt pretences to the contrary. And there 
is no Hypocrite, how cunningly ſoever 
he may act his part, but muſt this way 
very. often betray himſelf. For wicked- 
neſs being always uppermoſt in ſuch a 
Man' thoughts, and ever preſſing for- 
ward to break forth into expreſſion, it 
will frequently have its vent in what that 
Man ſpeaks, and in what he writes, do 
what he can to the contrary; the care 
caution and cunning of no Man in this 
caſe being ſufficient totally to prevent it. 
Furthermore, there is no Man thus wic- 
ked, that can have that knowledge of 
Righteouſneſs, as thoroughly to act᷑ it un- 
der the Mask with that exactneſs, as he 
who is truly righteous, lives and ſpeaks 
it in reality. His want of experience in 
the practice muſt in this caſe lead him 
into a great many miſtakes and blunders 
in the imitation. And this is a thing 
which generally happens to all that act a 
part, but never more than in matters of 
Religion, in which are many Particulars 
ſo peculiar to the Righteous, as none are 
able to reach them, but thoſe only who 
are really ſuch, |, And ſuppoſing there 
were any that could, yet there will ** 
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be that diſſerence between what is natu- 
ral and what is artificial, and between 
that which is true, real und ſincere, and 
that which is falſe, counterfeit and hypo- 
critical, that nothing is more eaſie than 
for any one that will attend it, to diſcern 
the one from the other. And therefore 
were Jeſus Chriſ and his Apoſtles fach 
perſons as this charge of Impoſture muſt 
ſuppoſe them to be, it's impoſlible, but 
that the Doctrines which they taught, 
and the Books which they wrote, muſt 
make the diſcovery ; and the New _ 
ment would, as a ſtanding Record againſt 
them in this — afford a multitude of 
inſtances to oonvict them hereof. That 
the Alroran doth ſo as to Mabomet, no- 
thing is more evident; a ſtrain of Rapine 
Bloodſhed and Luſt running thorough the 
whole Book, which plainly proves the 
Author of it to be altogether ſuch 'a Man, 
as the charge of Tmpeſtore muſt neeeſſa - 
rily ſuppoſe him to be. And were the 
firſt Founder of our holy Religion, or the 
Writers of thoſe Books.” in which its 
ctrines are contained, ſuch Men as 
both their Doctrines and their Books 
ware, as evidently prove it againſt 
here I muſt again eee you 
all other the Adverſaries of our ay — 


ligion, 
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Aion, to ſhew us any one particular in it, 
that can give the leaſt foundation to ſuch 
a charge, any one word in all che Books 
of the New Teſtament, that can afford the 


leaſt umbrage or pretence thereto. Let 
what is written in them be tried by that 


I mean that Religion of Nature and Rea- 
fon, which God hath written in the hearts 
of every one of us from the firſt-Creati- 
on; and if it varies from ir in any one 
particular, if it preſcribes any one thing, 
which may in the minuteſt circumſtance 
thereof be contrary to its Righteouſneſs; 
Iwill then acknowledge this to be an ar- 
gumentagainſt us, ſtrong enough to over- 
throw the whole Cauie, and make all 
things eiſe that can be faid for it, totally 
i tual to its ſupport. But it is ſo far 
from having any ſuch flaw therein, that 
it 1s che periecteſt Law of Righteouſneſs, 
which was ever yet given unto Mankind, 
and both in 2 Good, as well 
as in forbidding of Evid, vaſtly exceeds all 
others that went before it, and preſcribes 
much more to out practice in both, than 
the wiſeſt and higheſt Moraliſt was ever 
4 without it to teach in ſpeculation. 
For, | el) 


iſt, As 


which is the Touchſtone of all Religions, 
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iſt. As to the forbidding of Evil, it is 
ſo far from indulging, or in the leaſt al- 
lowing us in any practice that favours 
hereof, that it is the only Law which is 
ſo perfectly broad in the prohibition, as 
adequately to reach whatſoever may be 
Evil in the practice, and without any ex- 
ception, omiſſion, or defect, abſolutely, 
fully, and thoroughly forbids unto us, 
whatſoever may have but the leaſt taint 
of corruption therein; and therefore it 
not only reſtrains all the Overt· acts of 
iniquity, but alſo every imagination of 
the heart within, which in the leaſt tends 
thereto, and in its Precepts prohibits us 
not only the doing, or ſpeaking of Evil, 
but alſo the harbouring or receiving into 
our Minds the leaſt 2 or deſire 
thereafter, whereby it ſo efteually pro- 
vides againſtall manner of iniquity, that 
it plucks it up out of every one of us by 
the very roots, and ſo makes the Man 
pure, and clean, and holy altogether with- 
out allowing the leaſt ſavout of Evil to 
be remaining in him; and every one of 
us would be thoroughly ſuch, could we 


be but as perfect in our Obedience to this 


Law, as it is perfectly given unto us. 


7 a 0 


2dly. As 
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_ 2dly. As to the commanding of Good 
its preſcriptions are, That we imploy our 
Time, our Powers, and all other Talents 
intruſted with us to the beſt we are able, 
both to give Glory unto God, and alſo to 
ſhow rity unto Men; and this laſt 
not only to our Friends, Relations, and 
Benefactors, but in general to all Man- 
kind, even to our Enemies, and thoſe who 
. uſe us and perſecute us; 
and hereby it advanceth us tothat highth 
of perfection in all holineſs and 2 
as to render us like the Angels of Light in 
our Service unto God, and like God him- 
ſelf in our Charity to Man. For it directs 
us in the ſame manner as the Axgels to 
' worſhip and ſerve our God to the utmoſt 
ability of out nature, and in the fame 
manner as God to make our goodneſs to 
Men extend unto all without exception or 
reſerve, as far as they are capable of re- 
ceiving it from us. 
And can any Man think it poſſible that 
a Religion, which ſo thoroughly and fully 
forbids all Evil, and in ſo high and perfect 
a manner preſcribes us all Good, could 
ever be the product of a wicked mind: 
The fruit is too good to 2 from ſo 
corrupt a root, and the effect vaſtly above 
the efficiency of ſuch a cauſe ever to 2 
uce 
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duce it. For can it poſſibly be imagin'd, 
that a wicked Man could either have in- 
clination to do ſo much for the promo- 
ting of that Righteouſneſs, Which all his 
paſſions arid deſtres ſo violently run court- 
ter unto, or if he would, that ſuch an 
one could ever be ſo well acquainted with 
all the ways thereof, as ſo exactly to pre- 
ſcribe them? If it be ſo difficult for ſuch 
an one to conceal his inclinations in his 
expreſſions; if it be ſo hard for him, when 
he venrs himſelf into Words or Writings, 
not to let looſe fomething in them of 
what he really is (as I have already 
thown) how can any copy be drawn from 
ſuch a Mind, but what muſt in ſome fea- 
ture or other reſemble the Original, ' or 
any thing at all proceed from thence, but 
what maſt carry with it ſome ſavour of 
the iniquity thereof? Ser but ſuch a one 
to write a Letter, and he will fcarce be 
able to do it without putting fo much of 
his paſſions and his temper into it, as that 
we may read from thence what he is, as 
every Man's experience may tell him, that 
correſponds with ſuch ; and how much 
more then may we be aſſured will he lay 
himſelf open, when he hatt rhe large 
ſcope of a Book to expreſs himſelf in, 
and eſpecially when that book is of fuch 
a nature, 
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2 2 him the fulleſt occa- 
ion, the moſt inviting opportuni 

fo todo? And what bool cre — 
ſuch, than that which is to propoſe a new 
Law to Mankind? In the writing of ſuch 
a book, if ever, certainly the wicked Man 
will ſnow / himſelf, and in the ſame man- 
ner, as Mabomet did; conform his Laws 
to his own inclinations, and preſcribe ſuch 
rules of living to others, as may beſt ju- 
ſtifie_him in thoſe which he himſelf fol- 
lows. ' And although he ſhould not in- 
tend any ſuch thing, though he ſhould 
not ſo to do (and it is hard to ĩma- 
gine of ſuch a Man, that he ſhould not,) 
yet at leaſt the prevailing bent of his paſ- 
ſions, and 
which always follows therefrom, muſt 
 neceſfarity lead him thereinto, it being, 

morally fpeaking, altogether impoſſible, 
but that the wicked Man muſt appear in 
what the wicked Man doth,and the deeds, 
words, and writings which proceed from 
ſuch an one, muſt in fome meaſure favour 
of what he is. And therefore if there be 
nothing in the Law of our holy Religion 
(as I hope I have fully ſhown, that there 
is not) which can make the leaſt diſco- 
very of any ſuch thing, nothing that can 


afford the leaſt pretence for ſuch a charge 
againſt 


the corruption of his judgment 
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for it; this ſufficiently proves, that nei 
ther the firſt Founder of the Chriſtian Re« 
gion; northoſe who firſt wrote it in the 
Books of the New Teſtament, in which we 
now have it, could poſſibly be wicked 
Men and conſequently not ſuch Impoſtors 
as you would have them to be. 


But here I know it will be objeQed, 
that there is no neceſſity, that all /mpo- 
ſtors ſhould be as wicked as Mahomet ; 


againſt it, where ſo large a ſcope is given 


mh mA Ss} Ld PE, «I _ Goa 


® Tow, / ep 


and therefore though Feſus Chriſt and his 


Apoſtles were no ſuch wicked Perſons, yet 
however they may be ſtill /mpoſtors for all 
that. For, firſt, it hath hapned that very 
juſt and good Men have had recourſe to 


Impoſture to bring to paſs and eſtabliſh 


their moſt commendable deſigns, as we 
have an inſtance in Minos King of Crete 


and another in Numa King of Rome, 'both | 


which, to give the greater authority-to 
their Laws, pretended to have had-them 


by divine Revelation. And, ſecondly, you 


will ſay, it's poſſible, a Man may bean n- 
poſtor by Enthufiaſm, and miſtake, and 
. talſely impoſe things for divine Revelati- 
on, not out of a wicked deſign to deceive 
others, bur that he isreally deceived here- 
in himſelf, And if in theſe two' Caſes a 

Man 


A Lerter to the Deiſts 


vill urge, That «Dart Feſus 


; You y 
Ic 4 400 Apoſtles were not wicked 


Men; yet 1 5 will not proye them not 
to have been Im poſtors, becauſe it's poſſi- 
ble, -that in one 0 theſe two Caſes they 


might have. been ſuch, 
| In « def i to tlie clearing of the firſt of 
theſes Ohjections, I delire you would cone 
ſider theſ > rec following Particulars. | 
|. 4. That in every  Religjon there are 
Is to be "amt very di- 
lind from each other, 1. The Religien 


2. The Means 8 it 
„and propagated vs 


| I e is only in the 
forme da true og 
or at aft one, t N "really beliewd © 


be ſuch, is promoted by means of Impo- 


Ly ma by, ſcigning a dFvine Reve- 
there. j is 892 or by coun- 
ter! racles, 88 y any other ſuch 


me; ans . deceive Men thereinto; 
th is nts to no b 


.over-hot and'in« 


9 And 


| f not wicked may be an In-: 


igher than a pious | 


zeal ſom have made uſe.” | 
ro AE the beſt Ends. 
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And ſuch Men, for the ſake of fuch 
may Kill be denominated good and righ- 
teous in the main, how much ſoever 
may have been out in making uſe of 
means to promote them. 

3. When the Tmp/ſure is in the = 
as well as in the Means; and not only 


the Revelation pretended, but alſo the fie 
* x it ſelf Wel falſe, 2 
this amounts to 


fare 28 is totally wicked 
mixture o oof goods therein. 2 re a 
x Me the Impeſture is IT, 
na real oc pet ot 155 
9898 —_— 105 de Wh ie 
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his Country; to give them the ter 
authority, uſed to tetire into a A annex 
Mount D##s, and from thence to 
them forth to his Cretaus, as if they ha 
bern there delivered to him by. Jupiler. 

And that Numa, when he founded the 

Laws of e practiſed the ſame art (+)Plutarchus 
to have received them from g yi Numa 
Egeria, that ſo he might pro- Haicarnale 
ae to be received by the *Romans us, lib. 1. 
— the ter veneration; And by this 


both obrained there End in 
rin -rude and barbarous People 
te ˖ to choſe g 00d Orders and Rules 


Rich they | thy crate g's, living 
peacea un together. 
LE 4 it were a fraud in the 


2s it related only to a 
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e | hed nor only Matters 


of Religion alſo; and 
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hog of the old Rods 
Hated and ſtated by thetn; 

at Nas tinded any new Religion, 
de t'T'\utterfy deny. For Numa leſt 
her 'Religh behind him in Nome at 

E 2 his 
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his death, than that very ſame Heat he- 
iſm, which he found there at his firſt 
coming thither to be Xing, For the City 
having been then but newly founded, 
and the People made up of a Collection 
of the refuſe and ſcum of divers Nations 


them; without making any eſſenti 
teration in the Religion afore practiſed hy 
them. e ,OAAR e Religi 


an of the Romans, mult; have d 


deere of the orher Cie of Th 
which we find it did not, For they com 
municated with cach other in their Wor- 


oo Mt fie id Aſo * Greek 
d in truth the old Roman Religion Wa; 
than the Lena 
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therefore the Romans, as well as the reſt 
of the Cities of Italy, looked on Delphot 
as 4 nel place of their worſhip with 
the veneration that the Greeks did, 
and had frequent recourſe thither on Re- 
ligious accounts, as the Romav Fii/tories 
on many occaſions acquaint. us. And 
thisReligion Numa, while he lived among 
his Sabines, being accurately verſed in, 
and alſo a diligent practicer of it, on his 
coming to Rome, and finding the Romans 
all out of order in that little which they 
had of it (for during the Reign of Romu- 
lu, they minded little elſe but fighting, 
and therefore had not leaſure, or perchance 
2 great regard, for this matter) he not 
only inſtructed them more fully in it ac- 

cording as it was received in the Neigh- 
bouring Nations, but alſo framed ſeveral 
rules and conſtitutions for their more re- 
gular and orderly practice of it, which 
did no more make the old Heatheniſm 
of the Romans to be a new Religion, than 
the body of Canons given us by King Fames 
the Firſt, for the more orderly regulating 
of our Worſhip and Diſcipline; makes our 
Religion a new Chriſtianity. Only Numa, 
the better to make his Conſtitutions to 
obtain among thoſe barbarous people for 
whom he made them, pretended to have 
196 E 3 been 
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been inſtructed in them by a divine Per» 
ſon, and in this he iſed a pious frau, 
but was by no means guilty of ſuch an 
Impoſture as we are now treating of. For 
he taught them no new Religion, but anly 
the very ſame Greet Heathensſm,which he 
had received with the reſt of the People of 
Italy ſrom theit forefathers, and really be- 
lieved to be that very true Religion, where» 
by God was to be ſerved; and therefore 
notwithſtanding the deceit he made ufe 
of, he might from the end, which he pro- 
poſed and which he really elected there» 
by to the civilizing of a very barbarous 
ſort of people, be ſtill reckoned a juſt and 
good Man; and to give him his due, he 
really was one of the moſt excellent Per - 
ſonages of that age in which he lived; 
and firſt ſowed among the | Romans the 
ſeeds of that vertue, with which they fo 
eminently fignalized themſelves for ſo 
many Ages after. But, | 

3. Jeſus Chriſt and his 4 took on 
them not only to be rs fenr of 
God, but alſo to teach a em Religion to 
the World ; and therefore, if they were 
[mpeſtors, they muſt be ſo in the aye 
and fulleſt ſenſe, both in reſpect of the 
Religzon it ſelf, as well as the means where- 
by they promoted it. ** 


4 Letter to the Deiſts. 
there could be nothing to excuſe them 
—_= being altogether as wicked as L have 

Where the Religion is true, or 
really believed fo to be, there is a pious 


intention in the end, which may ſpeak 
ſome: goodneſs. in him that uſech fraud to 


it ʒ and ſuch a goodneſs, asgreat- 

ly exceeds the obliquity of the fault which 
he committed about it; and therefore, 
although he cannot on che account of the 
Good be excuſed from the Evil (ſor it is 
always a ſcandal to Religion to be promo- 
ted by Falſehood,) yet ſtill he muſt be 
reckoned more commendable. from the 
one, than faulty from the other; and in 
this caſe there will ſtill be room 1 
left from the goodneſs of the End deſign d 

and the Piety of the intention, to denomi- 
nate the Man good and righteous in the 
main, notwithitanding the fault commit- 
ted in uſing ſuch means to bring it to 
eſſect. But where the Religion is all For» 
gery and Faiſehood, as walls the means 
of promoting it deceit and fraud, the Ju- 
poſture then becomes fo totally and per- 
fectly wicked without the leaſt mixture of 
good therein, as muſt neceſſurily denomi- 
nate the Ausbart and fwit Propogators of 
it to way me ane 

X 


has. 24 | If 
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If you ſay, that ſuch a perſect Impoſture 
as this can have any good End, for the 
ſake whereof. the Authors of it may be 
freed from that charge of _Wickedneſs 
which I lay upon them, that good End 
muſt be either the honour of God, or the 
benefit of Men. But how can G be more 
diſhonoured, than by a falſe Religion? or 
how can Men be more miſchiev'd than 

by having the practice of it impoſed on 
them, whereby they muſt thus conſtant- 
ly: diſhonour, and conſequently. offend 
and loſe the favour of him that made 
them 2 An Tmpoſture in this caſe hath that 
aggravation from the object it is about, 
as well as from the perfection of iniquity 
which is in the act, that ſuppoſing it 


could be made productive of any good 


End, that good would be ſo vaſtly over- 
balanced by the Wickedneſs of the Means 
that it would be of no weight in compa- 
riſon thereof, or at all avail to the render- 
ing of thoſe, that ſhall make uſe of it, 
leſs wicked than I have ſaid. But when 


a Man can thus far proceed in Wickedneſs 


towards God, as to be the Author of con- 


ſlant diſhonour unto him in a falſe Wor- 


ſhip; and towards Men, as to enſnare 
them into all that miſchief, which muſt 
be conſequential hereto; it mult neceſſa- 


fily 
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rily imply ſuch a thorough diſregard of 
both, as every good intention in reſpect 
of either muſt be inconſiſtent with. And 
therefore, if it be poſſible that ſuch 2 
wicked Impeſture can ever be made the 
Means to a good End, it is ſcarce to be 
conceived, how they who are fo wicked, 
as to be the Authors of it, could ever 
intend any ſuch good thereby. 

But further, If rhe Authors of ſuch 
an Tmpoſture, as we are no treatin 
of, can be leſs wicked, than I have 
ſaid, on the account of any good, which 
you pretend they may deſign thereby, I 
deſire to know, among what ſort of Men 
you will place them, while you thus plead 
their excuſe. For they mult be one of 
theſe three; that is, either Arbeits, 
Deiſts, or Believers of an inſtituted Reli- 

ton. 

: t. It you fay they are Atheiſts, that 
word alone contains enough to prove 
them perſectly wicked, whatever can be 
ſaid to the contrary.” It is indeed agree- 
able enough to the Principes of this fort 
of Men, that ſuch an Zmpoſture, as we are 
treating of, may laudably be made uſe of 
to'a End. For they hold, that all 
Religion is nothing elſe but a device of 
Palititiaus to krep the World in awe. * 
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if the Atheiſ be the deviſer, what. inten+ 
tion of Good can the device carry — 
with ? None certainly towards Gad, 1 
he utterly. denies his Being; or can it in 
this 2 apy towards Men, ſince by 
im, for whoſe ſake it is that we 

are — — good to others, he caſts off there · 
with all the reaſon and obligation, whe 
he hath, abſtractive of his own intereſt, 
of doing any ſuch at all. All the good 
therefore that ſuch an one can aim at, 
mult totally center in himſelf to advance 
his own enjoy ments and gratifie his own 
luſts in all thoſe things which his corrupt 
ee and to enjoy 
theſe without reſtraim of Lam or ſear of 
puniſhment being that alone, which: is the 
real and true cauſe that makes any — 
17 that ſupreme aad inſinitely 
juſt Being, whom all things elſe — — 
whoever is an Atheiſt, muſt be perſectly 
wicked, before he can be ſuch; and what 
is there which can, while in that impie- 
ty, ever give him a better character 

afterwards ? 

2. If. ou ſay they are Neifts, uach as 
u profeſs your ſelves ta he, your main 
Principle is againſt all inſtitused Religion 
whate if Ged were diſhonauted, 
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nature practiſed among us; and can you. 
— that any who are thus * 
ſuaded, can withour being firſt corrupted: 
ta a great degree of Impiety, as well as 
Hypocrifie, ever become th es ſo 
contrary to their own Sentiments, on any 
pretence' whatſoever, the Authors and 
Teachers of fach a Religion among, us ? 

3. But if you place them among thoſe 
who are Believers of an inſbituted Religion, 
_ muſt aboliſh that which they believe 
to he true; before they can introduce that 
hyunnoſture which they know to de falſe. 
And this muſt be the caſe of Jeſus Chriſt 
and his Apotfies, if they were ſuch [wpo- 
Herr as you hold them to be. For they 
were educated and brought up in the Jew- 
1% Religion, which they believed to be 
from God, and the whole Tenour of the 
Religioy which they taught ſuppoſeth it 
ſo to be; and that it was the only true 
way uy Ged was to be worſhipped 
by them, till they delivered their new 
Revelations, which totally aboliſhed this 
Religion, and eſtabliſhed the Ch lian in 
its ſtead 3 and therefore if thoſe Revelati- 
aur were not true and real, as they pre- 


countesfeited by them, as you ſay, they 


ELLE lieved 
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lieved to be true, to make way for that, 
which they knew to be falſe, and there 
by become wilfully and knowingly, ac- 
cording to their owh belief, the Authors 
of leading Men from ſaving Truths, into 
damning Errours, to the utter deſtruction 
of their ee ever; and 2 
priving God of that acceptable Wotſhip, 
ate. he was truly honour d according 
to his on appointment, to introduce in 
its ſtead a falſe ſuperſtition of their own. 
deviſing, which muſt be conſtant diſho- 


. Nour unto him as long as practiſed among 


us. And if Jeſus:Chrift-and his Apoftles 
were ſuch /mpofors, as all this imports; 
and ſuch they muſt be, if they were In- 
poſtors at all; they mult be guilty, of that 
impiety towards God, ; as well as that in- 
juſtice towards Men herein, as muſt-ne-' 
ceſſarily ſuppoſe them the wickedeſt of 
Men before they could arrive hereto; and 
therefore if they were not ſuch wicked 
Men, thisabundantly demonſtrates, they 
could not be ſuch mpoſtors, as you charge 
them to be. 1d £3: WMA 
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gs for divine Revelations, 


a wicked 5 * ene others, but 
ana he is = really deceived himſelf ; 
5 | ect there vo neceſſity, 

ta poſters ſhould, be ſuch wicked 
eh 5 Thats alledged; my Anſwer 


op i © 
550 100 ack nowledge that Eur buſfaſu 
carried Men into very ſtrange con- 
ceits and exerayagaocies upanthe jound- 
tion. of a Keſigjon already eſtabliſhed, as 
we have. inſtances. enough hereof in the 


wptifis of Germany, the 


Jever Hale Rr, asto - 
An ea div; velation,.. 
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n into th Religion which 
porn 8th a 1 os 


yet ſtill chey might be In poftors by 
ſtake; and being by e 
Judged, as to think cha 5 
Fee e ds _ 
he ov 
Wild fancies th, bu om he 
Jach, meer Bee ner] desi 1to U 
ceive, but that ee * . Ty 
© - ylexeivedtheniſelves,” But is if tho 
Any Mag to conceive) that'd 
| —— and ſo Hel, 985 


| with 
mage and often 
Chrijt <4 Dune 


| | Ae Sroy yin enn 
| Which accottnt 
i Admired for the excellency of its 


Win 


A Leiter roube Deiſts. 
fore, and the wiſdom of its conſtitations, 
even the beſt and wiſeſt of thoſe ho 
never ſubmitted ti ereto; and therefore al- 
ways carries with it Marks and Evidences 
enough in the very Nature of it, fuffici- 
ently to prove it vaſtly above the power 
of fach a Cauſe ever to produce it. 

3. The Pouvder und firſt Tuches of 
Chrifianity's ſuch evidences for the 
truth theres an Bulle oould never 

roc —_— can wy ſm — 
dend to liſe again, cure all matmer of 
caſes, 2 Work ſuch other — 5 
Chriſt a Apoſties did? Had they 


inthe Doctrines 


7 taught, certainly God would 
= 0 'wrougit ack, wonderfull 
by flicir hands, as give teſtimony 

2 Sho of the p I Articles of 
dur Faith" depend upon ſuch matters of 
I oy OY & * Room for Eathejiaſw to 
rake pc dem; as that of the Reſor- 
*. of Nee Stofour from the dead, his 

Aer into Herber, and the dec 6f 

nh rhe! ift of 'Tonghes." For 

in kick n fe, Which Men ee 
— 7 — — 

bands (as one of the 

ro oder dem Jae rhe 

Our 
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our after his Reſurrection) no Enthuſiaſm 
can ever lead Men into a miſtale. For 
can it poſũbly be ſaid: that it was only by 
Enthafiaſm that five hundred Men — — 
ſaw Chriſt after he was riſen again fro 
the dead? or that it was by Ex. 
aſm that his Apoſtles ſaw him aſcend up | 
into Heaven from, Mount Olivet in the — 
ſence of them all at noog-day 2: or that it 
was only by Ent lhuſiaſin, that the ſame 
Apobles, on the day of -Penteco 2 
pg of : Tongues: by the deſcent | 
off upon them, ſo as ch 
able. to converſe. with all the.. ſrygral 
Nations then at Jeraſalem in their on 
without ever havi he 55 


Languages, 

any thing of them? To,ſay that. 
could any way be miſlaken in ſughthi 

as theſe, will * 6 the ry 
aſp, and 1 awe logs 509 5 
all manner of knowledge w NP 
muſt therefore bn ſen \ theſe pargi 
lars, as it muſt alſo 7 


the 
up>that' Religian.1 
uſito us, did either 
as they relate, the 
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If they did ſeæ them, no Rut haſiaſm could 
ever malte them be miſtaken therein; and 
it they did not, they muſt be her as | 
bad Impoſters; as Mahomet himſelf in teſti- 
ſying them unto us; and what but as 
great Wickedneſs as his could ever in- 


tuce them fo to do? 


SEC Z IV. 


W. The next Mark of an Impoſture i is, 
That it muſt una voidably contain in it 
ſeveral palpable ſalſities, whereby may 
be made appear the falſity of all the reſt. 
For whoever invents a Lye, can never do 
it ſo cunningly and knowingly, but ſtill 
there will be ſome flaw or other leſt in 
it, which will expoſe it to a diſcovery, z 
and no Man who frames an invention, can 
ever ſecure it herefrom without two quali- 
fications; Which no Man can have; and 
| they are, 1ſt. A thorough knowledge of 

all manner ol Truths; wes 2dly. Such 
an exact memory, as can bring them all 
preſent to his Mind, whenever there ſhall 
be an occaſion, For to make the Lye paſs 
without contradiction, he muſt make. it 
put on a ſeeming agreement with all o- 
ther Truths whatever. And how can any 
one do this without 1 all Fr 


14 
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and having them alſo allready and pre- 
ſent in his mind to conſider them in order 
thereto? And ſince no Man is ſufficient 
for this, no Man is ſufficient ſo to frame 
a Lye, but he will always put ſomething 
or other into it,which will palpably prove 
it to be ſo. For if there be but any one 
known Truth in the whole ſcheme of Na- 
ture with which it interferes, this muſt 
make the diſcovery ; and there is no Man 
that forgeth an Impeſture, but makes 
himſelf hable this way to be convicted 
of it. This is the method whereby we 
diſtinguiſh ſuppoſititious Authors from 
rhoſe which are genuine, and fabulous 
Writers from true Hiſtorians, For there 
is always ſomething in ſuch, which diſa- 
grees from known Truths to make the diſ- 
covery, ſome flaw always left in ſpight 
of the utmoſt care and foreſight of the 
Forgerer, that betrays the cheat. Thus 
Aunius s Impoſture of his Beroſus, Mane tho 
and Megaſthenes became detected, and ſo 
alſo we know the Taſcan Antiquities of 
Inghiramius to be a cheat of the like na- 
ture. And by the ſame rule is it that we re- 
ceive Salluft, Tacitus and Suetonins for true 
Hiſtorians, and reject others as Writers 
of Fables, and of no authority with us: 
And if weexamine the Alkoran of Mahomet 

| by 


. 
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by the ſame method, nothi 


can be 


more plainly convicted of Falſty and Im- 
Poſture, than that muſt be by it. For al- 
though in that Book he allows both the 
Old and the New Teftament tobe of divine 
authority, yet in a multitude of inſtances 
he differs from both: I mean not in mar- 
ters of Law and Religion, for here his de · 
ſign is to differ; but in matters of fat and 
hiftory, which if once true, muſt ever- 


more be the fame. They 
have a fetch indeed to bring 


him off, by ſaying that the 


Jews, and the Chrift ians cor- 
rupted thoſe holy Books, 
and therefore where he re- 
lates things other wiſe than 
they do, he doth there re- 
ſtore Truth, and not vary 
from it. But certainly 
this will not hold, where, 
by a very grols blunder, tie 
makes the Yirgin (*) Mary 
the Mother of our Sævi- 
our, to be the fame with 
Miriam, the Siſter of Moſes. 
For this would be to put 
the Goſpel ſo cloſe upon the 
heels of the Law, as to a 


low no time for the taking 


F 2 


to know t 


(Aran, c. 3. where ob. 
ſerve, that through all that 
Obapter in every place, where 
the French, and out of that the 
Engliſh Tran/iation of the Alco- 
ran hath Joachim, in the Origi- 
nal Arabic it is Amran, and 
from thence this Chapter in the 
Original is called Surato / Am- 
ran, i.e. the Chapter of Amran. 
But in both theſe Tran/iations 
it is called the Chapter of Jos 
chim. For Mahemet miſtaking 
the Yirgin to be the ſame 
with Miriam, the Siſter of Moſes, 
makes Amnren to be her Father. 
Bur Ryer, the French Tranſlator 
ver y imprudently taking u 
him to correct the Impoſtor's 
blunder, puts Joachim in the 
place of Aran, and thereby 


gives us a falſe Verſion, where 


it is very material iq, order to 
the expoſing of that ' Inpoſture 

true. And the 
liſh Tranſlator follows him 


In. 


place 


* 
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place of this latter, before it would have 
been totally "aboliſhed by the former. 
But which moſt diſcovers his /mpoſiare, 
are the monſtrous Miſtakes, which he 
makes in the Moral part thereof. For 
he allows Fornication, and juſtifies Adul- 
tery by his Law, and makes War, Rapine 
and. Slaughter to be the main part of the 
Religion which he taught ; which being 
contrary to the Nature of God, from 
whom he ſays he received it, and contrary 
to that Law of. unalterable and eternal 
Truth, which he hathwritten in the hearts 
of all of us from the beginning; the ob- 
vious Principles of every Man's reaſon 
convict him of falſehood herein, and 
thereby manifeſtly prove all the reſt to 
[ be nothing elſe, but an abominable Im- 
1 piety of his own invention. And were the 
1 Religion of Jeſus Chriſt, as delivered to us 


in the New Teſtament, an Impoſtare like 
this, it muſt have the ſame flaws therein, 
1 that is, many falſities in matter of fact, 
[ | and more in doctrine, and all his Prophe- 
8 |! cies would be without Truth in the Ori- 
; ginal, or Verification in. the Event, And 
1 a when you can make out any one of theſe 
1 particulars againſt it, then we will be 
1 ready to ſay the ſame thereof that you 

do, That all is Cheat and Impeſture, and 
N no 
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no credit or faith is any longer to be gi- 
ven thereto, 

And ft. as to the matters of fact con- 
tained in the Hiſtory of the New Teſtament 
whoever yet convicted : any one of them 
of falſehood} or whoever as much as en- 
deavoured it in the ag e when the Books 
were firſt written, when the falſchood 
might have been beſt proved, had there 
been any ſuch in them, and the doing 
hereof would have ſo much ſerved the 
defigns of rhoſe bitter enemies of the 
Chrittian Cauſe, who from the firſt did 
the utmoſt they couldto ſuppreſs it? What 
Relations of matters of fat pals uncontra- 
dicted and uncontrolP'd in the Age in 
which they were tranſacted, and amon 
thoſe who thought themſelves great! 


concerned to have them believed falſe, th 


muſt be taken for an undeniable argument 


of their truth. And this Argument the 


Hiſtory of the New Teſtament hath on its 
ſide in ls fulleſt ſtrength. For the Books 


were written'and pu liſhed in the very 
age in which the things related in them 
were done, yet no one then ever contra- 
dicted or convidted of falſehood any one 


e in them, though Chriſt;anity had 
Kun be or Bow. beginning the Profeſſars of 
ONS 


all other Re 2 mot bitter eamity 
yp F 3 againſt 


aga 1 1 ele ol har __ 
2225 ſo to do, could they 1 22 
| 5 cf; pA pretence for it. And og 
thoſe Relations been falſe, there were 
then means e enough undeniably to WP 
convicted them of it. For thoſe things 
which are related of Jeſus. Chrift and 
Apoſtles in the Hiſtory of the New Te- 
ſtament, are not there ſaid to have been 
done in Corners where none where preſent 
to contradict them, but upon the open 
"Stage of the World, and many of them in 
the ſight of thouſands; and therefore had 
they 48 been really done, or done orher- 
wiſe than 8575 there could not have 
wanted witneſſes enough to make 8 
hereof, And moſt certainly thoſe who ſ 
bitterly oppoſed Chriſtianity from the Gel 
would have found them our, and. made 
ſe of their Teſtimonies to the ee e tor 
the overthrowing of the Cauſe they fo vi- 
olently oppoſed, and had the done ſo to 
be ſure we ſhould have had t ole belli. 
nies in the mouths of all its enemies ever 
ſince. For they would have yielded 
them the ſtrongeſt and ig moſt 1 — 
prge ek it. 4.90 falſe pr etences of 
a1: jther Impoſtors have been Fctected by 
ic who lived A their times, and the 
trye 
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true Hiſtory is of them inſtead oſ 
the falſe ones which they gave of them - 
ſelyes. And had Jeſus Chriſt and bis Apo- 

files been like /mpoſtors, and the things 

related of them in the Books of the New 
' Teftament falſe and forged; it is not poll 
ble to conceive, eſpecially in the circum- 
ſtances above-mentioned, how they could 
have eſcaped the like diſcovery; but cer- 
tainly in this caſe, amidſt fo many witneſ- 
ſes, who could have proved the falſehood, 
and ſo many enemies who were eager to 
detect it, all muſt have come out, and eve- 
ry falſe Narrative would have been ſhowh 
tobe ſuch; and the true one given in its 
ſtead, and we ſhould have heard en ough 
hereof from the adverſaries of our boly ke Re- 
ion through every age ſince. And that 

_ apo not — when there was ſuch 

n the Chriſtian Re > 
ligion on ers propagating of ir, and 
it * have been ſo ſtrong an argu- 
ment againſt it, can be to n 
other cauſe, but that the things related 
were ſo evidently and | manifeſtly true, 
a nat to afford the leaſt pretence tor the 
contr of them. But this is not 
all-we- have to ſay in the caſe. For it 
hath not only hapned that none of thoſe 
een of Jac} have ever been contra- 
167 F 4 dicted, 
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dicted, or proved falſe by any of the firſt 
enemies of Chriſtianity, who were beſt 
able to have done ſo, had there been that 
Impoſture in them which you allodge; but 
on the contrary many of them have be n 

allowed true, and atteſted by them. F 
two of the moſt ſurpriaing particulars 
related in the Goſpels are conſirmed by 
the Teſtimony. of Heathen Writers, 1 
mean tlie murder of the Innocents by Herod 
at Betblehem,\and the wonderfull Eclipſe 
of the Sun, which hapned at the deathof 
our u uf, contrary to the nature of a 
* Eclip/e, hen the Mou was: in the 
(0 Saturnal, Full. (*) Macrobius tells us of the former 
lib. 2. c. 4- nd (+) Phlegon Tralliauus of the latter. 
. 450 that which is the moſt important 
& Origenis part of all, and bears the greateſt Teſſt- X 
contraCellum ony to the truth of the Whole was al- 
dem, & Tra&. lowed and acknowledged on all hands 
ad Matthæum hoth by Fews and Heathens even in their 
33 bittereſt oppoſition againſt che Chbriſ ian 
Cauſe, mean the account which is given 

im thoſe ſacred Books of 8 
our; Savpidur For both af them have 
Hielded to the truth hereof only the 
Jem ſay; that he wrought:them by vir- 
_ of the Tetragrammatom or the-ſacred 
Name Febouab, ſtolen by him out of the 
e (which Lhe: ridiculouſact Fa bi 
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Fable they relate concerning it ſufficient- 
ly confutes) and the Heat hent by Magic 
Art. And therefore Philoſtratus and Hie. 
rocles finding no other way ta overthrow 
the authority, which thoſe Miracles gave 
bis Religion, confronted againſt him the 
Hiſtory of ApoBonius Tyanzxs, whom 
they pretend by the ſame Art of Magic 
to have done as wonderfull" things, and 
by this means endeavoured at Fan to 
invalidate thoſe miraculous Works of his, 
which they could not deny. And, 
Adly. As to the Prophecies of our Savi- 
gur, the truth of their event in every par- 
ticular proves the truth of him that pre- 
dicted them. For, did he not come from 
God, how could he have this wonderful! 
Knowledge, as thus to fore- tell things to 
come? Were he not of the Secrets of the 
Almighty, how could he fo certainly have 
fore-ſhown, what in after-times he would 
bring to paſs? If it were only by gueſs 
that he did fo, how poſſibly could all 
things ſo exactly fall out in theevent, that 
nothing ſhould in the leaſt happen other- 
wiſe than as he predicted, eſpecially ſince 
as to moſt of them it cannot be as much 
as ſaid,” that there was any place for hu- 
mane/ſagacity; or the leaſt probable con- 
jectute 10 help kum to any fore-ſight there- 
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a company of poor, ant, a 
temptible eee ou I — 
been able to have effected it? without 
the extraordinary Providence of God o- 
ver: ruling the hearts, as well as the power 
of Men; a thing in the ordinary courſe 
of humane affairs, ſo unlikely to ſucceed, 
could never have been; brought to paſs; 
or could our Saviour have any manner of 
ground from the nature of the thing, ſo 
much as to gueſs. at ſo ſtrange an event; 
and therefore could never have ſo 

ally forctold it; but that being ſent of God 
to begin this work, he foreknew all that 
he would do for the perfecting of it. And 
the fame is to be ſaid fk ha he further 
pred icted of this boly Religion as to its eon · 
tinuance among us to the end of the 
World, of the calling of the Geutiles ho 
into, and the ee of the wil punto 
the great Ly 5 which ſhould attend 


that people (as D Ne they have 


through all e ince) 8 . 


of that Stets terrible calamity, whio 
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— ob years after; w 
actly fore · told, not only as to = time 


(for he ſaid it ſhould be. before that 99 D 


generation ſhould paſs away) but alſo as 


to all other the moſt conſiderable circum» 


ſtances of it, that nothing can be a more 
exact and perſect Comment on the 
24th. Chapter of St. Matthew, and thoſe o- 
ther paſſages in the Goſpels, where this diſ- 
mal deſtruction is ſore- told, than that 
Hiſtory of Joſephus, which gives us an ac- 
count how it was brought to paſs. And 
an rt of the Prophecy, which relates to 
al deſtruction o the Temple, fore- 
rt Jan that one ſtone ſhould not be left upon 
auot her, hath been ſoexactly verified, that 
7 ee . which 
been made ſor the re · edify ing of it, 
it —_—_ never be effected; no, not as far 
as the laying of one {tone upon another 

in order thereto, even to this day. And 
= Julian the Apoſtate, out of deſign to 
copiront.. this. Prophecy, and give the 
lie. thereto, imployed both the Power 
and the Treaſure of. the Roman Empire for 
the Pare ling of it, Heaven it ſelf intere 
poſed inan een maoner to make 


hat he had predicted n 
8000 u by a ſtabliſhed 
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d purpoſe of th e ien 

thing was able to alter, and by a mira- 
eulous Fire deſtroyed the Work as faſt as 
it was built, and at length forced the Un- 


dertakers totally to defiſt therefrom. For 


the'truth whereof, I will not referr you 
to the Teſtimony of Socrates Sc holaſticus, 
Sozomen, Chryſuſt om, or any other of the 
Chriſtian Writers, who relate it, but to one 
whom you cannot ſuſpect of ſerving the 
intereſt of the C hriſtian Cauſe herein, he be- 
ing as much an Adverfary thereto as any 
of you; I mean Ammianus Marcelliuus, who 
was an Heathen Writer, and then ſerved 
undder Julian in his Wars in the Eaſt; at the 
ſame time when this hapned. His Words 
concerning it (Iib. 23. c. 1.) are as follow- 
eth ·L Ambitioſum quondam apud Hieroſol/ 
nam Templum, quod poft multa & interne. 
civa certamina, obfidente' Veſpaſiano poſten- 
que Tito, gre eft 'exphgnatum, inſtaurare 
ſumtibus excogitabat immodicir, 'negotium- 
zue mitwrdhdum' Alypio: dederat - Antio- 
chen, "qui olim Brit aunos curaverat pro 
Præfectis. Cum itaque rei idem fortiter in- 
Hafer  Alypids, juvaretque Provincie Re- 
or, met uendi globi flammarum prope fun- 
damentaerebris uſſultilus erumpentes ferere 
locum, exuſtis aliquoties operantibits, inac - 
ceſſum, hocgue modo Elemento deſtinatius 

en repel- 


repelleme ceſſavit inceptum : i. e. alia 

© having a deſign to dad with — 
* ordinary expence the Temple of Jerw- 
* ſalem, formerly à very ſtately. Stru- 
cure (which, firſt Yeſpafian, and after 
Titus, laying ſiege thereto, was, after 
** many bloody Conflicts, at length, with 
* difficulty, taken and deſtroyed) com- 
* mitted the care of the buſineſs to Aly- 
t pius the Antiochian, who formerly had 
& been Proprefett of Britanny, to be with 
« all ſpeed expedited. by him. But while 
% Alypius was diligently preſſing on the 
“ Work, and the Governour of the Pro- 
e vince: helping him therein, dreadfull 
t Balls of Fire breaking forth from the 
Foundations of the Building, did by 
t their frequent Eruptioos, make the 
e Place unacceſſible, the Workmen be- 
* ing ſeveral times deſtroyed by the Fire, 
« as: they went to. their Labour; and 
by this means the Element ſtill per- 
© ſiſting as of purpoſe to obſtruct it, the 
e Work ceaſed.” And it : hath never 
ſince been again attempted, even to this 
day, nor is there now leſt the leaſt re- 
mainder of its Ruins, to ſhow, ſo muchas 
the Place where this Temple once ſtood? 
or have thoſe who Travel thither, .any 
other Mark whereby to find it out, but the 


Maho- 
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Plat by Omar, the ſecond Succeſiour of 
Mahomet ; and which hath now continu 
ed for above a thouſand 1 to pollute 
with the worſt of Supe Koch that ſa- 
cred Ground on which-it was formerly 
built. Had our Saviour been an _Impoſtor, 
and foretold all theſe things without any 
knowledge of the Counſels of him who 
was to bring them to paſs, ſomething 
certainly mult have hapned in the event 
of ſo many particulars, as would have 
given the Lye to his Predictions, and you 
the opportunity of convicting him there- 
of by plain matters of fact falling out 
contrary to them. And although this 
could not have been done at firit, but 
poſſibly ſuch Prophecies as theſe might 
have impoſed for a while on the credy- 
lity of many ; yet we that have paſſed 
the time of their completion, .conld ne- 
ver be deceived thereby ; but by the 
Event muſt plainly know, Whether what 
he foretold be true or falſe, and from 
thence have enough to make a judgment 
alſo of the truth of him that predicted 
them. And therefore had our Saviour, 
like Mabomet, invented his Religion to de- 
ceive the World; if he intended jc ſhould 
have continued, he muſt have wn 

me 
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ſame” courſe that Mabomet did, and ne- 
ver ventured at any Prophecy at all, that 
he might not be confuted by the Event, 
and fo loſe his whole deſign. If you an- 
ſwer, That our Saviour fore: told ſuture 
Events after the ſame manner, as the 
Phariſees ſaid he wrought his Miracles; 
that is, by the Prince of the Devils, you 


aſcribe that knowledge to the wicked one 


which is above his reach to attain unto. 
The Oracles, which he gave in the Hea- 
then Temples, only prove him able to 
cheat Mankind with-dubious and dark 
Anſwers, but never clearly to inform 
them of rhe future Purpoſes of the 4/- 
mighty, And indeed, how ever can it be 
imag in d, that fuch an accurſed one, as he 
that is caſt off at the greateſt diſtance 
from C (who alone governs all the 
Works of his Creation; and by the Wiſ- 
dom of his Providenee orders every Event 
that attends them) ſhould ever be ſo pri- 
vy to his Counſels, as to be able to fore- 
know / any thing that he determines con- 
cerning them; unleſs it be, Where he 


himſelf is imployed as an Executioner of 


bis Juſtice to bring it to paſs. But all our 
Sauiouys Prediftions were clear and full, 
fore · telling things to come, in the ſame 


manner as Hiſtor ians relate them when 


paſt, 
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paſt, without A; in the words 
he matter, or the leaſt 
oi left for 1 of deeeit in them, 
and were all as exactly fulfill d in their 
appointed time; and we have the contis 
nuance of his Goſpel, the ſpreading of it 
through all the Nations of the Earth, the 
rejection of the Jews, the calamities of 
thoſe people in a continued Exile, and the 
total deſtruction of their Temple, ſtand» 
ing Evidences hereof, even to this day: 
And how could all this have ever haps 
ned ſo exactly, according to his Word, 
but that he was that holy and bleſſed 
One, who had the camel of the 4b 
mighty communicated unto him, and was 
ſent by Him on purpoſe to declare unto 
us as many of them, as were 
for us to know, in order to the attaining 
of everlaſting life- And, 139 
- zdly. As to the Do#rinal part of. his 
Religion, what can be more worthy of 
God, than the notions which he gives us 
of him, and the worſhip which he directs 
us to render upon him? and what more 
worthy of us and perfecting of our nature 
than that Law for the — of our lives 
which he hath delivered unto us? and 
what can be more holy, pure, and per- 
RR than the Precepts thereof? Here the 
% ſublimity 
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Men to be wilder and loſe themſelves in 
errour and miltake, and yet convince us 
but of any one ſuch in tlie whole extent 
of our Religion, and that alone ſhall be ſuf- 
ficient to prove the Impeſture, you would 
charge it with, and I Will yield you all, 
you would have forthe ſake thereof. But 
it is ſo far hereſrom, that I durſt make you 
your ſelves the judges, whether it delivers 
any thing elſe unto us of the nature and 
excellencies of God, but what the reaſon 
of every man (although barely that alone 
— — cloud of ignorance and errour 
which the Fall hath over · ſpread us with, 
could never clearly make the diſcover ) 
muſt now, when thus diſcover d, ever zul 
ly and admire whether it preſcribes us 
any one particular relating to his worſhip, 
but what is moſt agreeable to thoſe his 
excellencies? and whether the Precepts 
and Laws therein laid down unto us for tho 
governing of our lives and converſations 
be any other, than what do all correſpond 
ſo exactly wich every thing which the 


rational dictates of our nature direct us 


to, that they take them all ia without 
omiſſion or deſect, and improve them to 


he n with errour or miſtake in 
G the 
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the leaſt circumſtance that belongs unto. 
them? If you ſay, that all this mighe be 
attained to by humane wiſdom and ſtudy; 
I anſwer, ſuppoſing it could, yet looking 
on our Saviour barely as a Man, and his 
holy Apoſtles without any other aſſiſtance, 
than that of their own natural endow- 
ments, how poſſibly could they reach ſo 
high? To dothis requires that vaſt com- 


Paſs of knowledge in all the things of 


Nature, Law, and Morality, as it is not 
poſſible to conceive Men of their educa- 
tion and low impi_yments in the World 
could. ever have arrived unto. If you 
examine what other Men have done by 
humane wiſdom and ſtudy only, you 
will find thoſe of the moſt elevated Genius 
and ſublimeſt Underſtanding could never: | | 
with their utmoſt induſtry and ſearch | 
attuin unto what you ſuppoſe herein, or 
that the higheſt knowledge of Men could 
ever reach that perſection in any of the 
particularsabove-mentioned, in which the || - 
Goſpel of Jeſus'Chriſt delivers them unto 
us. For what blunders and abſurdities do 
the wiſeſt of the Philoſophers lay down || 
concerning the Deity? what errours and 
follies have they taught and practiſed d 
| 
| 


concerning his worſhip? and what mi- 
ſtakes have thoſe, who exalted: Morali 
to 
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to the higheſt pitch among Men, made 
therein? Plato in his Common - wealth al- 
lowed the common uſe of Women. Ari- 
feetle aſſerts it to be natural and juſt for 
the Greeks to make War upon the Barbari- · 
aus for no other reaſon but that they are 
ſo, and both he and Tally place Revenge 
among their virtues. And whoever had 
valter capacities for humane know | 
or ever went higher by the abilities of na- 
tural reaſon and underſtanding only in the 
ſearch thereof, than thoſe Men? Yet (till 
being no more than Men, they could not 
avoid putting ſomething of the infirmities 
of Man even into that, wherein they 
made appear their higheſt perfections, 
errour, miſtake and ignorance being ſo 
natural-unto all of us, that neither the 
greateſt, the wiſeſt, aor the beſt among us 
can be totally free therefrom. And there- 
fore had Chriſt and his Apoſtles no other 
help in the Doctrines which they taught, 
but that which is humane, they muſt allo in 
like manner have put that which is humane 
thereinto, and the infirmities, miſtakes and 
errours that attend humane nature would 
have appeared in all that they delivered 
unto us. But the doctrines, which they 
taught, and the Books in which they de- 
livered them unto us being ſo totally free 
from all ſuch errours and miſtakes, as 
G 2 I have 


-in Religion. For whoever comes with a 
re Religion to be propoſed to the World, 
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I have already ſhown that they are, this 


directs us to look higher than Man for the 
Founder of this Holy Religion, and the 
Original Author of thoſe Books in which 
it is contained, and neceſſarily prove, 
that only he who is infinite in knowledge 
and infinite in all other perſections could 
thus give us a Law ſo exactly like himſelf, 
thoroughly perfect in the whole, and in- 
fallibly true in every particular thereof. 


SECT. V. 


V. Another Mark of Impoſture is, That 
where · ever it is firſt propagated, it muſt 
be done by craft and fraud; and this is 
natural to all manner of cheats. For the 
end of ſuch being to deceive, craft and 
fraud: are the means whereby it is to be 
effected. In this caſe a Lye muſt be made 


to go for a Truth, and an appearance for 


a reality; and to compaſs this a great deal 
of Art muſt be made uſe of, both to dreſs 
up the Cheat, that it may appear to 
be what it pretends, and alſo to caſt ſuch 
a miſt before the eyes of Men, that they 


may not ſee it to be otherwiſe; and that 


eſpecially where the cheat is an Impaſture 


muſt find all men ſo far prejudiced and 
reed | pre- 
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e- 
Gs the oli one they have beſore profeſſed, 
and therefore when Men-are educated, or 
any otherwiſe fixed and ſetled in a Neligi- 
o (and all mankind are in ſome or other) 
they are not apt eaſily to forego it, but it 
muſt be ſomething 'more than ordinary 
that muſt bring them over to another 
contrary thereto. When the ew Religion 
really comes from God (as the Fewiſh Re- 
ligzon firſt, and after the Chriſtian did) 
it brings its Credentials with ir, the 
power of Miracles to make way for its 
reception. For when Men find the Om- 
nipotency of God 'working with it, .they 
have from thence ſufficient evidence given 
them from whom it comes, and there is 


need of no other means to induce them 


to believe, but that the Religion, which 
God doth in ſuch a manner own and at- 
teſt, muſt be from him. But where 
there is no ſuch power accompanying 
the new Religion to gain credit thereto, 
the defect hereof muſt be made up by 
ſomewhat elſe to dra over the people to 
its belief, and this is that which muſt 
put all Impuſtors upon craſt and fraud in 
order to the compaſſing of their ends. 
But that Jeſus Cbriſt and his Apoſtles 
made! uſe of no ſuch craſt or fraud to in- 
duce Men into the belief of that hoi Reli - 

G3 gion, 


ſſed againſt it as they are affected 


rot 


A Letter to the Deiſts. 


gion, which they raught, and conſequent- 
ly could be no ſuch /mpoſtors, will be beſt 


made appear by going over all thoſe ways 
of craft and fraud, which Mahomet ſerved 
himſelf of, and, by. ſhowing you that 
none of them can poſſibly be ſaid to have 
been practiſed by any of them. For Ma- 
homet being one of the craſtieſt cheats 
that ever ſet up to impoſe a falſe Reli - 
gion on mankind, and the only perſon 
that ever carried on his wicked deſigu 
with ſucceſs, you may be ſure he leſt no 
Art or Device unpractiſed, which could 
poſſibly be made uſe of with any advan- 
tage for the compaſſing of it. And there- 
fore by proving unto you that none of 
thoſe methods of craft and fraud, which 
were made uſe of for the firſ leres 
of Mahometiſim, were ever practiſed in the 
firſt preaching. of Chriſtianity, I ſhall ſuf- 
ficiently prove that no craft or fraud at all 
which is any way practicable on ſuch occa- 
ſions, can ever be charged thereupon. For, 
1. Mabomet made vie of all manner of 
inſiauation both with rich and poor for 
the gaining of their aſſection, thereby to 
gain them to his Impoſture alſo. But our 
Sæviour Chriſt, and his Apaſties did quite 
the contrary, freely eonvincing all Men 
of their ſins without having regard to any 
thing elſe but the faithfull diſcharge of 


the 
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the Miſton on which they were ſent ; 
which inſtead of reconciling men to their 
. perſons, provoked the World againſt _ 
and they ſufficiently experienced it from 
the ill 3 they faundl therein. 
l t, the eaſier to draw over 
the Arabiansto his Party, indulged them 
by his Law in all thoſe paſſions and cor- 
rupt affections, which he found them 
ſtrongly addicted to, eſpecially thoſe of 
Lu and War, which thoſe Barbarians 
above all the Nations of the Earth were 
by their natural inclinationsmoſt violent- 
ly carried after, and therefore he allows 
them a plurality of wives, and a free uſe of 
their female ſlaves for the ſatisfying of 
their Laſt, and makes it a main part of 
his Religion for them to fight againſt, 
= — deſtroy all that would not 
of it. But fe ſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
allowed no ſuch practices, but ſirictly 
prohibited all manner of ſin, how much 
ſoever in reputation among men, even 
to the ſorbiddiag of many things till then 
allowed and held law full among thoſe 
ho where called God's own people, and 
therefore inſtead of ſeeking the favour of 
Men by indulgin — their luſts and 
ſinfull practices, they laid a much ſtricter 
raſtraigt unan them than was ever done 


-bgfore. 
G 4 z3dly. Ma- 


© 3dly.” Mahomet, to pleaſe his Arabi, 
retained in the Religion which he taught 


which they had been accuſtomed to un- 
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them, moſt of thoſe Rites and Ceremomies 


der that which he aboliſhed, and alſo the 
Temple of Merca, in which they were 
chiefly performed. But Jeſus Chriſt with- 


out 1 regard to the pleaſing of 
Men, ab 


liſhed both the Temple and the 
Law, which the Jews were fo bigotted 
unto, and alfo 'the total worſhipping: of 
God by Sacvifices, without being at all 
influenced to the contrary by that extra- 
vagant fondneſs, which he knew the 
whole World had then for them. 

4. Mabomet, when he found any of his 
new Lam not fo well to ſerve. his return, 
craftily ſhifted the ſcene, and brought 
them about to his purpoſe by ſuch alterq- 


tions, as would beſt ſuit therewith © and 


therefore hen his making his Xebla'to- 
wards Jeruſalem did not ſo well pleaſe his 
Countrymen,” he turned it — 
towards Mecca; and order d all his Pilgri- 
mages thither, as in the time of theit 
latry. And the like changes he made in 
many other particulars according as he 
found his intereſt required. And this is 
that which every Impoſtor muſt do. For 
intereſt being the end, which all ſuch 


1 Litter to the Deiſts. 
aim at, it is impoſſible that they can ſo 
well lay their deſigns in order to it, 
but that emerging changes in the one will 
frequently require changes in tlie other 
alſo. But Jeſus Chriſt never made the 
leaſt alteration in any of the doctrines or 
precepts which he delivered, but what 
he ſirſt taught both he and his Diſciples 
immutably perſiſted in without at all re- 
garding how violently all the intereſts of 
the World ran counter againſt them here- 
in. And what can be a more certain evi- 
dence that none ſuch was the bottom 
which they were built upon. 

5. Mabomet under pain of death forbad 
all manner of Diſputes about his Religion, 
and nothing could be a wiſer courſe to 
prevent its ſollies and abſurdities from 
being detected and expoſed. For they 
being ſuch as could never ſtand the trial 
of A rational Examination, they mult all 
have ſoon beeti exploded, had every man 
been allowed the fres uſe of his feaſon to 
inquire into them. But Chu and his 
Apoſtles direct rhe quite contrary courſe. 
For our Savivur bids: the Fews ſearch the 
Seriptures' ſor the trial of 'thoſe truths 
which he taught them, (Job 5. v. 39.) 
And the Noble Ber ans are commended, 
chat they did ſo, before they would re- 


ceive 


106 . 


It is only errour 


A Letter to the Deiſts 
ceive thoſe doctrines of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, which were preached: unto them, 
Ads 17. v. 11. A Fa 
general rule, firſt to prove or try all 
things, and thep. to hold faſt that only 
which we find d I Thefſ.5-0.1. 

and ſalſehood that deſires 
to ſhelter it ſelf in the dark, and dares not 
expoſe it ſelf to an open view and trial. 
But Truth being always certain of its 
own ſtability, makes uſe of no art to ſup- 


port it ſelf, but dares venture it ſelf abroad 


on its dyn foundation only, and boldly 
offers it ſelf to eyery, Manis ſearch; and 
the more it is ſifted. and examined into, 
the more bright and reſulgent will it al- 
ways appear. And ſince Chriſtianity ftom 
the firſt ever took this courſe, (as it ſtill 
doth where-ever purely profeſſed) and 
inſtead of prohibiting Diſputes about it, 
invites all to a 
thereinto; this ſufficiently: 


how 


Truth, and that no cheat or /mpaſure 
could ever be intended thereby. 

6. Mahomet made choice of a People 
firſt to propagate his Jan geſturs 


among, 
who were all Men maſt fitted to re- 


- 


ceive. it; and that on two account; 
1. Berauſe of the indiffcreney which they 


were 


nd St. Paul gives us this. 


ſearch and examine 
certain the firſt Teachers of it were oi its 


* 
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were then grown to as to any Religion 
atall; And, 2. Becauſe of the greats: 
norance they were in of all t of 
. at that time, 2 rw veht- 
Forgeries among them, there bein 

then bur only one Man among all 7455 
habitants of Mecca that could either write 
or read: For who are more fit to be im- 
poſed on, than the ignorant? and Who 
can be more eaſie to receive a e Neli- 
gion, than thoſe who are not prepoſſeſſod 
with any other to prejudice them againſt 
it 2 The Papi, who, next Mahomer,' - 
have the greateſt claim to Inpoſture as 
to thoſe errours which they teach; very 
well underſtand hon / ſuch a Cauſe is to be 
ſerved. by both theſe Particulars; and 
ae make 4 N eng 
as can, to ir own'P | 
ches and ano Howe thoſe they call 
i Heretichs to Atheiſm and Infidelity, that 

ſo having uo Religion at all, they may be 
the better red again to receive theirs. 
And that there are ſo many Athen now 
among us, it is too well known, how 
much it is owing to this their Frelliſp ur- 
tifice againſt us. But all was quite con- 
trary as to thoſe whom Chet and his 4- 
poſtles firſt preached our boly Religron un- 
to. Our Saur did hot chuſe ſucti ig- 


norant 
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norant Times to come among us in, or a 
People ſo indifferent in Religion, firſt to 
manifeſt himſelf unto. For the Jews were 
ſo far from being weary of that Religion, 
which they bad fo long profeſſed, when 
he firſt;appeared in his Miſſion among 
them, that they were then grown intothe 
contrary extreme; a very extravagant bi- 
gottry and ſuperſtition concerning it; ſo 
that nothing was more difficult, than to 
withdraw them from it; nor could any 
thing be more offenſive to them, than an 
offer tending thereto; and ſo it continues 
with them, even to this day. And the 
caſe was not much otherwiſe as to all the 
reſt of Mankind; the Gentiles being then 
grown almoſt as tenacious of their /dola- 
59, as the Tews of their Lam; and Learn- 
ing was in that Age among both at the 
higheſt pitch, that ever it was in t 

World; and conſequently, Men were ne- 
ver leſs diſpoſed, than at that time, to re- 
ceive a yew Religion, or ever better able 
to defend their od. And therefore had 
Chriſtianity been an Impaſture, it could 
neyer have eſcaped in ſuch an Age as that 
a full detection, or ever have been able 
to have born up againſt it; ſuck inquiſi 
tive Heads and piercing Wits, as were 
then in the World, would have ſiſted it 
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to the bottom, dived into its deepeſt Se- 
crets, and unravell'd and laid the 
whole Plot, and the | prejudiced World 
would immediately have cruſhed: it to 
pieces thereon, ſo that 'it ſhould never 
more have appeared among Mankind. 
But the truth of our holy Religion was 
ſuch, that it boldly offered it ſelf to this 
trial; and it ſeems to have choſen ſuch 
an Ageasthis, firſt to comeinto the Workd 
of purpoſe to undergo it, that ſo it might 
be the better juſtified there by. And juſti- 
fied by it it was; for although it were 
2 by the utmoſt Violence of the 
prejudiced World, they could get no 
ground of it; though it were through- 
ly examined and diligently ſearched into 
by the acuteſt and ſubtileſt Wits of thoſe 
Ages in which it firſt appeared, they could 
never diſcover any fraud, or make out the 
leaſt flaw therein; but in ſpight of both 
it triumphed by its own naked Truth on- 
ly over all manner of oppoſition, 'and by 
God's Mercy continues {till ſo to do, even 
to this day. That a cheat and a fraud 
in a thing of this nature ſhould be impo- 
ſed on Mea totally ignorant and illiterate, 
or that ſuch as they, when void of all man- 
ner of Religion, (as the Men of Mecca ſor 


the moſt part were when Mahomet 2 * 
is 
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his Jmpoſture a them) ſhould be eaſit 
to imbrace a — 2 is no hard matter 
to conceive; but that an /mpoſture ſhould 


be received, and obtain ſuch darn 
over Men in ſo learned and di 


Age, as that wherein Chriſtianity firſt — 


peared in the Worid, or that they who 
where then ſo zealouſly addicted to the 
Religion, they had been educated in, whe- 
ther Jem or Gentiles ſhould ever have 
been induced to forſake it for a new one, 
ſounded only on a cheat and fraud, is what 
morally. ſpeaking, we may very wellrec- 
kon impoſſible. 

1 275 


7. Mabomet offered at-no Pro 
that he might not run the hazar 
ing conſuted by the Event. 
Chriſt delivered ara © «rar ain Pro- 
phecies, ſeveral of which ref] puded that 
very Age in which he lived, and were all 
in their proper time as plainly verified by 
the completion of them. 

n * — at — Miracles in 
pub althoug I y called 
on and provoked to it by his —_ 
For not being able to work any true ones 
or would not thr himſelf + to a diſco- 
very by thoſe which were Counterfeit. 
And therefore all thoſe things which he 
would have go for Miracles; that is, his 
Converſe 
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Converſe with the part 
uey to Heaven, and 
that helped him in his — — 1 
related hy him as acted behind the 
was no other 
himſelf alone, and conſe- 
quently could be no witneſs on the 
— 5 — — them. But 
Feſus. C Apoſtles having the 
real power of working Mirtcles did 
them openly in the ſight of thouſands, 
where all manner of opportunity was 
given to every tor to examine into 
them, — try whether they were true 
or no; and therefore had there been any 
chear or fraud in them, it is not poſſible 
to conceive how they ſhould have eſcaped 
a diſoovery. And yet no ſuch diſcovery 
TEIN which was ſo con- 
an argument of their truth and 
, that even the bittereſt enemies of 
our 25 Religion from the firſt yielded in 
this particular, and both Fews and Hea- 
thens allowed all thoſe miraculous Works, 
whichare related of our Saviour and his A- 
peſtles in the Books of the New Teſtament 
to have been reallyand truly wrought by 
them, as hath been afore obſerved. And 
indeed the evidence was too manifeſt to 
be denied, ſince thoſe very blind that re- 


ceived 


— 


go Wb 
ceived their ſight, thoſe dumb that were 
enabled to ſpeak, thoſe deaf that were ro- : 
ſtor'd to their hearing,thoſelame that were 
made to walk, and thoſe dead that were 
raiſed again to life, lived many yearsafter 
to be as ſtanding Monuments of the truth 
of thoſe things, which no one could con 
tradict. And therefore the Oppoſers of 
the Goſpel of Feſas Chriſt have all along 
rather-choſen to invalidate the authority: 
of thoſe Miracles, than deny the truth 
and reality of them. N 
For they allowing the matters of fact 
object that there are other Powers lower 
than the divine, that are able to 
them to paſs; and therefore, alt 
thoſe Works were wrought, they do 
not yet prove either the perſons or the 
doctrines which they taught to come 
from God, and conſequently can give 
no ſuch evidence, as that which we inſiſt 
upon from them for the truth of that 
Religion which we profeſs; That others 
by Magick Art have done the ſame things; 
That the Scriptures themſelves tell us fo 
of Fannes, and Fambres, and Simon Magus; 
and profane Writers of Apollonius Tyanus, 
Apuleius, and others; that both Moſes and 
Jeſus Chriſt knew this ver well, and 


therefore ſorewarn d their Di/ciples againſt 
it, 
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t, telling them that falſe Prophers ſhould 


'Þ ariſe, whoſhould ſhow ſigus and wonders 
to deceive, if poſſible, the very Elect; and 
chat they ſhould take care not to hearken 
Ito them. And therefore, fay they, if 


ſigns and wonders can be wrought by 
falſe Prophets, how can they be evidences 
for the true? Or how can we at all rely 

chem for the verifying of any do- 
Hine which they deliver unto us? Or if 
thoſe Miracles, which were wrought by 
them who are ſent of God, be only true 
Miracles, and all others falſe ones, how 
ſhall we diſtinguiſh the one from the o- 
ther; ſo as by them to diſcern, whether 
the doctrines be of God or no? 


But theſe Difficulties will be eaſily re- 
moved, and the Miracles of our Saviour 
and his Apoſtles, as they are allowed to 


be truly wrought by them, ſo alſo will 


they as truly prove the Doctrines which. 
Ichey taught to come from God, if you 


will but conſider theſe following Parti- 
culars. 

1. Miracles are works done, which 
are ſlrange and amazing to us, as being 
brought to paſs out of the ordinary road, 
and ina manner which we cannot com- 
prehend; and theſe are of two ſorts: 

| H t. Such 
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1. Such as exceed only the Power of 
Man to effect them; and theſe we call 
frigns or wonders; And, 2. Such as exceed 
the Power of any created Being whatſo- 
ever; and theſe only are properly Mira- 
cles. 

2. Where ever ſuch Miracles are wrought, 
as are of this laſt ſort, God alone mult be 
the Author of them ; and therefore, where- 
ever ſuch are found, they manifeſtly prove 
the Power of God co-operating with the 
Perſons, at whoſe word they are done ; 
and with whomſoever it doth thus co» 
operate, it neceſſarily demonſtrates their 
Aiſſion from him, and puts ſuch an Au- 
thentick Seal to the Truth of the Do- 
ctrines which they teach, as cannot be 
denied. 

3. Where-ever a creating Power is ne- 


ceſſary to the effect produced, or the ſta- 


ted Laws of Nature are altered, there it 
is certain none but God himſelf can be the 
Author of the Work done. For he alone 
is able to create; and he having created 
all things according to his infinite Wiſ- 
dom, and given to each their proper El- 
ſence and Operations, he allows none but 
himſelf to alter the Natures of them, or 
change that Courſe which he hath put 
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But within the Laws and Powers of 
Nature, there are abundance of things, 
which exceed the Power of Man to effect; 
and therefore ſeem as Miracles to us, 


| which may be produced by other created 


Beings, and theſe are evil ſpirits as well 
as good. | 1 

5. To the producing of theſe effects, 
evil ſpirits as well as good are enabled two 
manner of Ways: 1. By their greater 
Knowledge of the Powers of Nature; 
And, 2. By the greater Agency which 
— have to apply them to effect. 

or, | 

6. There are a multitude of things in 
Nature, that thoſe Spirits know the Na- 
ture of, which we do nor. For their Abi- 


' lities of knowing are vaſtly above ours, 


as not working by the dull Tools of Earth 
and Clay as we do, and their Experience 
exceedingly greater, as having known 
the Works of God from the beginning, 
and by long Obſervation pried deep into 
the Secrets of them. If a Chymziſt or a 
Mathematician, by his Skill in the Powers 


of Nature, can do many things, which to 
the ignorant and unlearned 


all ſeem as 
Miraclet, (as we oſten find) how much 
more can thoſe knowing Spirits do ſo, 
whoſe Knowledge of the Powers of Na- 
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ture is vaſtly more above all ours put to- 
gether, than the higheſt and per ſecteſt of 
ours is above that of the moſt ignorant 
that lives among us. But, * 

7. As thoſe Spirits have a vaſtly grea- 
ter Knowledge of the Powers of Nature 
than we can have, ſo alſo have they a 
vaſily greater Power to apply them to 
effect. For they are of a much greater 


apility in their motion, of a much finer 


ſubſtance to penetrate into things, and 
actuate them into operation; and alſo of 
a much ſtronger agency or power to work 
than we have, and which, no doubr, they 
are endowed more or leſs with, according 
to the different orders and degrees in 
which God hath created them; and by 
both theſe together, that is, their greater 
Knowledge of natural Cauſes, and their 
greater Power to apply them to effect, 
can they do a great many things within 

Nature s limits, which exceed all the Pow - 

ers of Men to eſſect, and ſeem as mira- 

culous and wonderfull unto us, when ever 

brought to paſs. 

8. Good Spirits never work thoſe Mi- 
racles, but in ſubſerviency to the divine 
Will, as they are neceſſary for the effect- 
ing of thoſe things which God hath or- 
dained by their Mmiſtry to bring to ar 
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And to them thoſe Miracles mentioned in 
Scripture, which exceed not the Power 
of ſuch created Beings, may be referred 
as the immediate Authors of them; it 
not being likely that God would interpoſe 
his immediate Power, excepting only in 


; ſuch caſes, as where there was need of it. 


For why ſhould the Lord himſelf put his 


hand to that work, which may as well be 


diſcharged by the Miniſtry of his Ser- 
vants ? 

9. Evil Spirits having in a great mea- 
ſure the ſame Knowledge of Natural Cau- 
ſes as the geod, and the like Power to 
bring them to effect can alſo work the 
like wonders, and by God are often per- 
mitted ſo to do, both for the trial of 
Men, and alſo for other good Cauſes, 
which to him of his infinite Wiſdom 
ſeem fitting; and we have a plain in- 
Nance of it in the Caſe of Fob. 

10. Evil Spirits have not only this 
Power of working. the like Wonders, 
which Good Spirits do, but alſo another, 
which Good Spirits will never make uſe 
of; that is, by juggle, deluſion, and de- 
ceit to imitate thoſe true and proper Mi- 
racles, which none but God himſelf can 
really effect. And thus by the deluſion 
of the Devil was a cheat put upon Sau/ 
H 3 in 
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in the raifing of Samuel to him from the 


dead. For really, to raiſe Samuel from 
the dead, none but God could, and there- 
fore that appearance, which Saul ſaw, was 
no more than a falſe appearance, contri- 
ved by the Devil to put a cheat and de- 
luſion upon him. And of this fame ſort 
may we reckon the Miracles which Far 
nes and Fambres wrought in imitation of 
Moſes. For to turn a Rod into a Serpent 
and Water into Blood, or to cauſe Frogs 
to come up upon the Land (in which 
three Particulars they did the ſame thing 
by their inchantments, that Moſes did by 
the hand of God) are Works, which, if 
really done, require the creating Power 
to bring them to effect, which none but 
God hath; and therefore in this caſe the 
Devil ated for them, not by his effect- 
ing, but only by his deluding Power. 
And ſuch Miracles the Scripture calls 
rte ſa Jeg K dil eta Ts Ealays ; 
i. e. Lying or falſe Miracles, which are not 
really wrought, But only made ſo to appear 
by the pos; and deluſion of Satan. 

11. Thoſe cheats and deluſions of the 
Devil, whereby he imitates the true and 
real Miracles of God, which he cannot 
work, are only in tranfient Effects, like 
thoſe of Jugglers upon a Stage, never in 
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ſuch as are laſting and permanent. And 
where the Effect is totally tranſient; God's 
Works are often ſo far above the Devils 
Imitation, that even in theſe there will 
be ſtill a multitude of Particulars, where- 
in he can have no power, as much as by 
juggle or deluſion, to do any thing like 
unto them. 

12. Whatſoever fgnus or wonders are 
wrought by Magicians or falſe Prophets, 
muſt be referred to one of theſe two 
Heads; that is, that they are either the 
Devils Works, or the Devil's Deluſions: 
and the Scriptures, which tell us of Ma- 
gicians and falſe Prophets working, ſuch 
ſigns and wonders, do in many places re- 
ferr them hereto. 

13. Thoſe figns or wonders which are 
really wrought by the Devil and his Evil 


Spirits, are to be diſtinguiſhed from thoſe 


which are wrought by the Power of An- 
gels or Good Spirits, by theſe following 
Marks: 1. That Angels or Good Spirits 
never work thoſe Wonders, but in ſubſer- 
viency to the Will of God, for the pro- 
moting of Truth and Righteouſneſs ; but 
the Devil and his Evil Spirits only for 
the promoting of Errour and Wickednels. 
2. Angels or Good Spirits never co-operate 
in the production of thoſe Wonders with 
H4 any 
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any Prophet or Teacher, but ſuch only as 
being ſent of God, are good and righteous 
Perſons ; but the Devil and his Evil Spi- 
rits only with ſuch, as not being ſent of 
God, are Evil like themſelves. 3. Angels 
or Good Spirits never exert their Power 
to work theſe Wonders, but in things ſe- 
rious and grave, whereby either the 
Good of Men or the Honour of God is 
promoted ; but the Devi! and his Evil 
Spirits do it moſtly in things miſchie- 
vous both to God's Honour and Man's 
Good, or elſe in ſuch trivial and fooliſh 
matters, as are beneath God or his holy 
Angels to be concerned in. And by the 
ſame Marks alſo may we diſtinguiſh God's 
Miracles from the Devils Fuggles, and 
thoſe wonderfull Works which the Hand 
of the Almighty really effecteth from thoſe 
falſe Appearances, which the Devil makes 
in imitation of them to put a cheat and 
a deluſion upon us. Which Particulars 
being premiſed, the Anſwer to the fore- 
going Objections will be as followeth. 


1. We do acknowledge that abundance 
of very wonderfull Works may be effected 
by Powers lower than the divine, and | 
that not only by Good Spirits, but alſo 


by Evil, 
2. That 


is 
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2. That therefore ſuch Works alone 
are never ſufficient proof of a divine Miſ- 
fton, unleſs corroborated by ſuch concur- 
ring circumſtances, as prove them not 
to be from Evil Spirits, but only from 
Good. 
3. That where-ever ſuch wonderfull 
Works are done at the word of a wicked 
Man, or to a wicked purpoſe, (i. e. either 
to influence to a wicked practice, or to 
give credit to ſome falſe doctrine) or elſe 
in ſuch mean and trivial caſes as are be- 
neath the Majeſty of God, or his Mini- 
ſtring Spirits to be concerned in, there 
we may be ſure that he that doth thoſe 
Works, how much ſoever he may pretend 
to a divine Miſſion, is only a falſe Pro- 
phet; and that it is not by the Power of 
God or his Good Spirits, but only by the 
Power of the Devil and his Wicked Spirits 
that they are wrought; and againſt thoſe 
Wonders is it, and the Workers of them, 
that Moſes warneth the Jews, and Feſus 
Chriſt his Diſciples, that they ſhould be 
aware of them. 
4. Where they, who work thoſe Mon- 
ders, are holy and righteous Men, and 


do not teach any Doctrine contrary to the 


certain Dictates of Natural Religion, or the 


Revelations of God afore given unto us, = 
the 
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the Wonders which they work are in ſuch . 
ſerious and grave Matters, as are not un- 
worthy of God, or his Miniſtring Spirits 
to be concerned in, there we have no rea- 
ſon to ſuſpect Satans Power in the effect- 
ing of them; and therefore ſuch Works 
may, although not of themſelves alone, 
yet with theſe concurring circumſtances 
be ſufficient proof of the truth of any 
Doctrine which they give teſtimony un- 
to. For although they cannot be proved 
to be immediately from God, becauſe pro- 
duceable by inferiour Beings, yet with 
theſe circumſtances accompanying them, 
they muſt at leaſt appear to be the Works 
of his Miniſtring Spirits, who can bear 
teſtimony to nothing, but what is from 
God, whoſe Will they are in all things 
ſubſervient unto. | 

5. As ſuch Works, which the Devil 
and his Evil Spirits can do, are not of 
ſel-ſufficient proof to a divine Miſſion, 
ſo neither are ſuch which he can by 
juggle or deluſion imitate, becauſe Men 
may be deceived by the one as well as 
the other; and therefore the ſame con- 
curring circumſtances are neceſlary to 
theſe alſo, and by the ſame Marks are 
they to be tried, whether they be of God, 
or no. 
6. But 
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6. But where the Works are ſuch, as 


no created Being can either really pro- 


duce, or by jugg/e or deluſion imitate; 
there thoſe Works do of themſelves alone 
prove a divine Miſſion, and give an au- 
thentick Seal of undeniable Truth to eve- 
ry Doctrine thus revealed unto us. 

7. Although therefore it ſhould be al- 
lowed, that ſome of the Miracles, which 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles wrought, might 
be produceable by Powers lower than the 
divine ; yet ſince they who did them were 
moſt holy and righteous Perſons, and did 
not teach any Doctrine, contrary either to 
the Dictates of Natural Religion, or the Re- 
velations of God afore given unto Men; 
and the Miracles themſelves were not in 
ſuch mean and trivial caſes, as are related 
of Apollonius Tyanæus, and others like him; 
with theſe circumſtances they ſufficiently 
appear to be, if not immediately from the 
hand of God, yet at leaſt from his Mini- 
ftring Spirits, and their Works ; ſince all 
done in ſubſerviency to the divine Will, 
do as thoroughly prove # divine Miſſon, 
where-ever they evidently appear to be 
theirs, as thoſe of God himſelf. That 
Chrift and his Apoſtles were moſt holy 
and righteous Perſons, and taught no 


Doctrine, which was in the leaſt contrary 
to 
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to the Dictates of Natural Religion, hath 
been afore ſhown ; and how far their Mi- 
racles were from being in mean and trivial 
matters, the Works themſelves make evi- 
dent: And it is as certain, that no Doctrine 
of theirs ever contradicted in the leaſt any 
divine Revelation afore-· given unto Men, 
For Feſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles every- 
where allow both the Law and the Pro- 
phets to be from God. Had they taught 
any thing which would have charged a 
falſchood on either, they muſt then in- 
deed have been ſaid to contradict divine 
Revelations afore-given, and would there- 
by have fallen under that character and 
mark of falſe Prophets,which I have above 
laid down; but they were ſo far from 
this, that the Law and the Prophets were 
the ground- work, which they founded all 
their Doctrines upon. For the Law con- 
tained in Types and Shadows and the Pro- 
phets in their Prophecies and dark Sayings, 
what-ever the Goſpel hath in ſubſtance and 
reality ſince clearly delivered unto us, and 
laid down all that in the fr/# Rudiments, 
which Chriſt and his Apoſtles afterwards 
built up into perfection in that holy Reli- 
gion, which they have given unto. us. 
And therefore, although the Goſpel hath 
aboliſhed the Law, it was not by contra- 
dicting 
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dicting or condemning it, but by per- 


fecting and fulfilling it in that manner, 
as all the Prophets fore · ſnowed that it 
ſhould. 

8. But the Miracles of 7eſus Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles were moſt of them undeniably 
ſuch, as could not be produced but by 
the immediate hand of God himſelf, as 
neceſſarily requiring the creating Power to 
effect them; and alſo of that permanency, 
as allowed no room for jugg/e or delufion 
to take place in them. For what other 
Power but that of the Almighty could 
raiſe a Man, who had been four days 
dead, again to life? Or what other hand, 
but that of the Creator himſelf, could 
make him ſee, who had been without the 
natural organs of Sight from his very 
birth? Or what but the fame Power, which 
firſt formed Man of the duſt of the Earth, 
could reſtore him in ſo many inſtances, as 
our Saviour and his Apoſtles did, to health 
and perfection, when the very Parts and 
Veſſels neceſſary thereto were thorough- 
ly periſhed; and in ſo miràculous a man- 
ner, with a word of their mouth, bring 
back total privations again to their for- 
mer habits? Or what craſt of Satan can 
reach as much as to an imitation of ſuch 
wonderfull Works as theſe, which = - 

in 
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hind them for many years after, eſſects of 
laſting permanency in the perſons cured, 
not only to be Monuments of the things 
done, but alſo undeniable evidences of the 
truth and reality of them? It would be too 
long to go over all the Miracles of this na- 
ture, which Chrift and his holy Apoſtles did 
for the confirmation of thoſe holy Truths 
which they taught. Theſe already men- 
tioned are ſufficient to ſhow, that ſome of 
their Miracles at leaſt were ſuch, as are 
above the Powers of all created Beings 
either to effect or imitate; and therefore 
theſe certainly muſt be allowed to befrom 
God alone without poſſibility of /mpoſture 
deceit, or delufion in them; and in that 
they are ſo, they muſt neceſſarily prove 
the Miſſon of them, at whoſe word they 
were done, to be from him alſo, and con- 
ſequently become a witneſs to the truth 
of every Doctrine delivered by them, as 
firm, certain, and infallible, as the Ve- 
racity of God himſelf, which can never 
ert or deceive for ever. And fo much 
of the fifth Mark of mpoſture. 
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SECT. VI. 


VI. No Impoſture, whenentruſted with 
many Conſpirators, can be long concealed. 
For what Plot or Conſpiracy have we ever 
known or heard of, which hath been thus 
managed, and hath not had ſome falſe 
Brother or other to diſcover it? eſpeci- 
ally if there be any great Wickedneſs in- 
tended by it, or any great Danger attend- 
ing the execution of it (as moſtly is in 
ſuch deſigns.) For then if the thing it 
ſelf doth not work the Conſcience into 
an abhorrence, the fear of the Conſe- 
quence may at leaſt deterr from it; and 
it ſeldom fails but one of theſe two, ia all 
ſuch caſes, drives ſome or other into a 
diſcovery ; and in this Age of Plots we 
have inſtances enough hereof. And what 
Plot can be more wicked than to impoſe a 
falſe Religion upon Mankind 2 and what 
can be more dangerous than to attempt 
it? What hath been already ſaid, ſuffici- 
ently proves both theſe Particulars; and 
therefore if the firſt planting of Cbriſtia- 
nity were ſuch a Plot; certainly one of 
theſe two, that is, either the Wickedneſs, 
or the Danger, would have wrought ſome 


# | or other intoa diſcovery of it, For they 
were 
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were not a few that were admitted there- 
(*) : Cor.15-6. into. They were at leaſt (*) foe hundred 


that were in that, which you muſt call 
the greateſt ſecret of it; I mean the Re- 
ſurrection of our Saviour from the dead: 
For that is the main Article of our holy 
Chriftian Religion ; the truth of which 
proves all the reſt, and without which 
all the reſt muſt have fallen to the ground, 


&):Cor.15.17. and our whole Faith become () vain. And 


therefore had but any one of theſe five 
hundred, who are aſſerted to have been 
the Witneſſes of it, diſcovered the thing 


to have been only a Conſpiracy of Impo- 


ſture between them, this diſcovery muſt 
have laid open the whole deſign, and put 
a total end thereto. © And were not the 


thing certainly true, which they atteſted, 


it 1s ſcarce to be conceived, but that ſome 


or other of them muſt have done ſo. A- 


mong the twelve 4poſtles, one was found 


a Traytor to his Maſter ; and how much 


more then. may we expect that there 


ſhould have been one ſuch among five 
hundred? and eſpecially in a caſe where 
all ought to have been ſo; that is, to diſ- 


cover a Plot againſt the Souls of all Man- 
kind, and deliver the World from being 
impoſed on thereby. Among ſo many 


it ſcarce happens, but ſome or other prove 


falſe 
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ber none ſhould be found to betray the 
worlt > And can we call it any other than 


the worſt, if it be ſuch an Impoſture, as. 


you would have it to be? Were Cbriſtia- 
nity really ſuch, and this Doctrine of the 
Reſarrection of our Saviour totally the 
Forgery of thoſe who atteſted it, ſo many 

as five hundred could never have all kept 
the Secret; or if they ſhould out of — 
to their own invention, or any ſelf- ends 
which they might have therein, be incli- 
ned ſo to do; yet puniſhment, pain, and 
torture, uſe to extort the moſt hidden de- 
and make the moſt obſtinate offen- 

Þ ders, the cloſeſt deſigners, and the moſt 
reſerved plotters of miſchief to cometo a 

| Confeſſion. And what puniſhments, what 

' pains, what tortures did thoſe firſt Wit- 

| neſſes of this main and fundamental Ar- 
ticle of our Faith go through for the ſake 
Jof that Teſtimony which they did bear 
thereto ? and yet did any one of them ever 
flinch from it 2 did any one of them ever 
retract, what he had atteſted concerning 
'1t? Prove but this, and then you will 
ſay ſomething to make out the Charge, 
which you lay againſt it. But they were 


fo far here-from, that oy all perſiſted in 
| it 


falſe to the beſt Cauſe ; and how hard is 
it then, to conceive, that in ſuch a num 
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it to the laſt; and not only ſo, but were 
every one of them ready to ſhed their 
blood for a witneſs to the truth of what 
they aſſerted, and a great many of them 
actually did ſo, and all the terrours, 
threats; and torturcs of the Perſecutours 
were not able to deterr them herefrom. 
And what greater evidence then can there 
be given to any truth in the World, which 
depends upon matter of fact, than that 
which Chriſtianity hath from the Teſtimo- 
ny of thoſe Men, in fo great a number and 
ſuch a manner bearing witneſs thereto? 


SECT, vl. 


VII. The laſt Mark of an /mpoſture is, 
Thar it can never be eſtabliſhed without 
force and violence. For if it hath wicked 
Men for its Authors, worldly Intereſt for 
its End, Falſity and Errour for its Do- 
ctrines, and receives its Riſe from the 
craft and fraud of its firſt Promoters, asl 
have already ſhown, the ſearch of the in- 
quiſitive will ſoon find it out, and Man- 
kind will not long bear the /mpoſture, un- 
leſs they be over-ruled by Violence, and 


have all Objections againſt it ſilenced 


with the Sword at their Throats. This 
was the Method which Mabomet took to 
eſtabliſh that falſe Religion, which he in- 
s vented. 
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vented, For he r6 cuted with War all 
that would not ſybfnitthereto, and made 
it no leſs than Death far any to gaia · ſay 
it, or as much as Nie the leaſt diſpute 
againſt any of the Docttines of it. And 
without his doing this, the reaſon of all 
Maoking muſt have appeined againſt it, 
and it could never haye ſtood. And the 
Romaniſts have learnt from him ta take 
the ſame courſe, as to thoſe Doctringy« 

Impaſture which they haveſuper-added to 
the Chriſtian Religion. For they declare 
all thoſe to be Hereticts, and proſecute 
them with Sword, Fire, and Faggot, that 
refuſe to receive them; and thus by the 
Power of their Dragoons and their Inquifi- 
tions they have eſtabliſhed, and till keep 
up thoſe groſs errours in their, Charch, 
which neither Reaſon nor Religioncan ever 
ſupport, and the ſame muſt be done as 
to all other falſities impoſed on mankind 
before they. can have any firm footing 
among them. For it is only force and vio- 
lence, that can cram ſuch things down 
men's throats, which their reaſon and 
their judgment muſt ever renounce. The 
unthinking multitude may for a while be 


carried away by the craft of the /mpoſtor 


and by the arts of Zypocrifie and Delufion 


be made eaſie to ſwallow any forgery 
12 that 


+ 
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that ſhall be offere: # o them, but when 
the heat of the fi Hal is over, and the 
matter comes to he gamined into by rea- 
ſon, and coolly ſinned through by the 
inquiſitive, In boſture cannot ſand the 


Teſt, but mul ſoon be laid open, blaſted 
and ded thereon. And therefore 
wy it be accompanied with force to 


_ Aypprels this inquiry and hath power on 
ts ſide to compell Men to acquieſce there- 


in, how much ſoever it may delude Men 
at firſt, it can never obtain any laſtin 

eſtabliſhment among them. And thishat 

been' the caſe of all the Impoſtors which 
have ever yet appeared in the World 
without this power to back them, and 
how. great progreſs ſoever any of them 
may have madein the firſt heat, they have 
all at length been detected, and exploded, 
and ſunk to nothing for want of this ſup- 
port on their ſide to keep them up. For 


nothing but truth can of it ſeifalone ſtand 
the Teſt of ages upon its own bottom 


only. Falſehood and errour are too weak 
for ſuch a Trial, and therefore unleſs ſup- 
ported by ſome external ſtrength and 
fenced thereby againſt all aſſaults of 55 

the 


poſers they muſt neceſſarily fall to 


ground and again come to nothing, and 
Where education or the force of long re- 
ee ceived 


ceived; is not ſtrong enough for 
this 7 "Nether er can in the firſt propa- 
| gatingfof an /mpoſture.) there the ſword 
, | muſt come in to over rule all, or nothing 
of this nature can be eſtabliſhed among 
Mien. But Jeſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles in- 
ſtead of making uſe of any ſuch force to 
eſtabliſh the Religion which they taught, 
had all the force and powers of the World 
in oppoſition againſt it, and yet in ſpight 
of the World it at length prevailed over 
the World by the dint. of its own truth 
only, and after having ſtood the aſſault 
of all manner of perſecutions, as well as 
other oppoſitions for three hundred years 
together carried the victory over the fier- 
celt of its enemies, and made the greateſt 
of them, even the Roman Emperours them- 
ſelves to ſubmit thereto, and all this 
while it had ſharpned againſt it, not only 
the Sword of the Superiour Powers, but 
alſo the tongues of the ſlanderers,and the 
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reſts of it,andin irs yery infancy thus ſtood 
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purity, without receiving from that fire, 
which conſumeth all things elſe, the leaſt 
waſt or diminution thereof. Had it been 
falſe and owed its Original only to Deceit 
and Impoſture, it would have needed all 
thoſe means of Violence for its eſtabliſh- 
ment and ſupport, but ſince it thus. ſtood 
not only without them, but alſo in ſpight 
of them; when all armed on the adver- 
faries fide for three Centuries tagether in 
bitter oppoſition againſt it, what greater 
Aſpen can we have for thetruth there- 
of 2 For can you think that Falſbvod and 
Indoors could ever have held out with 
ſuch ſteady and unſhaken conſtancy - for 
ſo many years, as Chriſtianity thus did 2 
or that it is poſſible for any fort of Men 
ſo long to have born all this for the ſake 
of a Lye? Falſhood.can have no founda- 
tion for ſuch a Cotiſtancy, or {pee any 
reaſon to engage Men thereto. The intereſt 
of this World is eber the bottom and foun- 
dation of all ſuch Forgeries; and e 
as ſoon as punuhments, and perſecutions 
make it to be no Man's intereſt to be for 
them, they ever fall of themſelves for 
want of that foundation on which they 
afore-ſiood. But ChriÞ4anity having come 
into the Werld contrary to all the inte- 


the 
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the ſhock of all the powers thereof engaged 
in perſecution againſt it, as T have menti- 
oned ; and not only ſo, but alſo proſpered 
and became eſtabliſhed in the midſt of 
the hotteſt aſſaults thereof, this plainly 
ſhows that it had another kind of founda- 
tion on which it was built, a foundation 
of Truth and Righteouſneſs, and not only 
ſo, but a foundation thar was laid and 
fix'd in fuch a manner by the hand cf God 
himſelf as never to be ſhaken. For what 
truth of it ſelf alone could ever have made 
its way into the World in ſuch a man- 
ner as the Chriſtian Religion did, or ever 
have gainedagainſt all the powers thereof 
ſucha prevalency over it without ſome ex- 
traordinary aſſiſlance conducting and hel- 
ing it therein? The ſtrongeſt Truths we 
ow are cruſnd by ſuch means of vio- 
lence, as that encountred with, and even 
firſt principles themſelves have been over- 
powered by them. And therefore that 
Chriſtianity ſhould thus enter the World, 
and thus from its firſt Entry bear upagainſt 
ſuch long and terrible Trials of perſecution 
and oppreſſion, as it met with, without 
the leaſt flinching under them, muſt be 
owing to ſomewhat more rhan its own 
bare truth. And what but the hand of 


"God himſelf backing and fAirengthening ir 
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in the conflict, could be ſufficient to give 
it ſuch a victory therein? For that a few 

r Fiſhermen, the Diſciples of a Cruci- 
fied Maſter, ſhould without power, learn- 
ing, or reputation, or any other of the 
intereſts, or favours of the world on their 
ſide, be able to introduce a new Religion 
into the World directly oppoſite to all the 
intereſts, pleaſures, and prevailing hu- 
mours of it, as Chriſtianity then was, and 
that this Religion in ſpight of all the po- 
wers, cunning, malice, and learning of 
the World joy ned together in moſt fierce 
oppoſition, and bitter perſecution againſt 


it for three hundred years together ſhou'd 
not only bear up, but alſo at length pre- 


vail over the World, and ſubject the high- 
eſt powers therein to the obedience of its 
Laus is an event ſo ſtrange and wonder- 
full, and morally ſpeaking ſo far above 
the poſſibility of all ordinary means to 
bring it to paſs, as plainly. manifeſteth 
the extraordinary working of God himſelf 
therein. And for my part had Chriſtian 
Religion no other Miracle to bear witneſs 
thereto, this alone would be Miracle 


enough to me ſufficiently to convinge 


me of the truth thereof. At leaſt ſince 
it thus entered into the World, and thus 
became eſtabliſhed in ir, it muſt be allow: 
„ | . 
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ed to be ſo far differing from an Impſture 


in that method of violence which that 
needs ſor its eſtabliſhment, as to be totally 
oppoſite thereto, and in this particular (as 
I hope I kaveſhown of all the reſt) not to 
have the leaſt mark or character thereof. 
And thus far having laid beſore you all 
the obvious marks of Im poſture, and pro- 
ved that none of them can belong to 
Chriſtianity, 1 hope what hath been ſaid 
will ſufficiently inferr the concluſion, 
which I haye undertaken to make our 
unto you, That our Holy Chriſtian Reli- 
gion cannot be ſuch an Impoſture, as you 
would have it to be, but really is that 
ſacred truth of God, which you are all 
bound to believe. 
It is too common with mankind to 
frame their judgments according to their 
inclinations, and upon very ſlight grounds 
haſtily to run away with Idea's of things, 
when they correſpond with the prevail- 


ing bent of their afſections, which, when- 


ever put into a true light before them, 
muſt all appear to be falſe and wrong 
taken. And this-I reckon to be your caſe, 
Your inclinations ſtrongly leading you 
into Infidelity, you would fain have 


Chriſtianity. be an Impaſture, and there» 


fore haye over · eaſily and haſtily been in- 
| | duced 
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duced on very weak grounds to believe 
it ſo to be. And that you may be unde- 
ceived in ſo dangerous and deſtructive an 
errour, I have endeavoured in the eaſieſt 
and moſt familiar manner I could think of, 
to put this buſineſs in a true light before 
you. 1. By letting you ſee what an /m- 
poſture is in that true picture, which I have 
drawn of it in the Life of him who was 
really and truly ſuch an mpeſtor, as you 
would have Jeſus Chrift to be; And, 
2. By examining into the Marks and Pro- 
perties which naturally belong to every 
ſuch Impoſture, and ſhowing of each of 
them that they cannot belong to that ho- 
ly Religios which we profeſs. And T hope, 
when you have conſidered all this tho- 
roughly, you will ſee how much you 
have been deceived if thoſe Opinions, 
which you have ſo precipitately given up 
your ſelves unto. 
You cannot but be ſenſible how great 
the ſtreſs is, which we lay on this matter, 
and how very ill your caſe muſt be, if we 
are in the right and you in the wrong; 
and therefore the thing is of ſufficient im- 
portance todeſerve your moſt ſerious con- 
ſideration, and that in ſuch a manner 'as 
to make you lay efide all thoſe ground-+ 
leis prejulices and wrong byaſſes which 
| may 
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may obſtru an impartial inquiry; and 
if you will be pleaſed, for the ſake of your 
own Souls, to do thus much, I am con- 
tent to leave the ſucceſs of what I now 
offer unto you, to God's grace, and your 
own judgments. 

As to the particular reaſons which you 
may alledge for your disbelief of our ho- 
ly Chriſtian Religion, whether they be Ob- 
jections drawn againſt it either Nom His 
tory, Philoſopby,or the inconfiſtencies which 
you imagine ** find in the Books of holy 
Writ in which it is delivered down unto 
us, it is not my purpoſe now to enter in- 
to any Diſputes with you about them. 
That which I at preſent purpoſe, is not ſo 
much to conſider thoſe premiſſes, 'as the 
conclefron which you pretend to draw here- 
from, That Chriſtianity muſt therefore be 
an Impeſture, and from the nature of ſuch 
an mpoſture, and the nature of our holy 


Chriſtian Religion laid in a true light, and 


compared together with each other to evi- 
dence unto you the. inconſiſtency of this 
Charge; and if what I have now ſaid can 
be of any force to let you in to a clear 
ſight of this matter, it will be totally 
8 1 2 of to A further. 

or all: thoſe Objections, which you pre- 
tend to have dani particular Reaſon 
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of your Infidelity, have been already abun- 
dantly anſwered and confuted by others, 
But the opinion which you have conceit- 


ed that Chriſtianity is an Impoſture, having 


ſo far pre · poſſeſſed your judgment, as to 
influence it againſt all things of this na- 
ture that can be propoſed unto you, it 
will be in vain to offer any thing farther 
as to thoſe particulars, till this prejudice 
be remdved; and were it once removed, 
what hath already been faid in anſwer to 
them, will be abundantly ſufficient togive 
you full ſatisfaction. Although this me- 
thod may ſeem illogical thus toaſſault the 
Concluſion without medling with the Pre- 
miſſes from which you pretend to have 
deduced it ; yet it is no other, than what 
you your ſelves have neceſſitated meunto 
by taking up the Conc luſion firſt, and the 
Premiſſes aſterward- Had you indeed firſt 
began with 241-2 maya which you of- 
fer for your Infidelity, and been really by 
the conviction of them led into this Con- 
clufion, That Chriſtianity is an Impoſture, 
it would then have been proper and fit- 


ting that I ſhould have begun there too, 


and no otherwiſe have endeayoured to 
overthrow the Concluſſos, but by firſt over- 
throwing the Premiſes from whence you 
deduced ir Bux fince ir is well known 

| that 
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that the Concluffon hath been of greater 
force with the moſt of you to make you 
aſſent to the Premiſſes, than the Premiſſes 
to prove the Concluſſon; and it is only the 
fond conceit you have taken up in com- 
pliance with ill · company or worſe inclina- 


tions, that Chriſtianity muſt be an Impo- 
fture, that hath made any of thoſe argu- 


ments ſeem ſo concluſive with you, which 
are brought to prove it ; this makes it 
neceſſary for me to begin my endeavours 
for your conviction at that ſame point, 
where you firſt began your Infidelity,and 
to attack the Coclufron in the firſt place, 
before any ſucceſs can be expected to- 
wards the ſetting you right as to any 
thing elſe. For as long as you are wil- 
fully bent out of a meer fondneſs for In- 
fidelity to hold Chri/tianity to be an In- 
poſture, this will make every Argument 
ſeem ſtrong to you that is brought to 
prove it, and every Solution inſufficient 
which is given thereto, and render all 
means for your Conviction utterly ineffe- 


Qual unto you. And therefore this being 


in truth the firſt Errour which hath influ- 
enced your Mind to all thereſt, this muſt 
be firſt removed; and if what I have faid 
can be of any force in order hereto, by 


letting you ſee how much you have been 
miſtaken 


as Lerter to the Deiſts 
miſtaken herein, this I hope will remove 
that prejudice, which hath hindered you 
from ſeeing the ſtrength of thoſe Argu- 


ments, which have been already offered 


for your Conviction as to all other parti- 
culars of that Infidelity which you have 
given up your ſelves unto, and make you 
clearly diſcern how much you have been 
miſtaken in them alſo, and thereby be- 
come the means of delivering your Souls 
from that terrible danger, which you ex- 
poſe them unto ; the accompliſhing of 
which is the whole End, Scope, and De- 
ſiga of the Diſcourſe, which I now offer 
unto you. 

But here perchance it may be asked, 
and I think it reaſonable to give you ſa- 
tisſaction herein, Why I have ſet forth un- 
to you an Impoſture by ſo foul a picture 
as that of Mabomet > And to this I have 
theſe two Anſwers to return ? x. Becauſe 
I have none other to do it by, Mahomet 
being the only Impoſtor, who could ever 
prevail ſo far, as to eſtabliſh his Impoſture, 
and make it a ſtanding Religion in the 
World; and had it not gone ſo far, it 
could not have been ſuch an mpoſture,as 
you would have 2 to be, or at 
all fit to be compared with it in the Ar- 
gument now before us. And, 2dly. Bow 
92 ou 
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foul ſoever the Picture of Mahomet may 
be, we have no reaſon from the nature 
of the thing ever to imagine that any o- 
ther Impoſtor can have a fairer, till you 
bring us an inſtance thereof. And theſe 


two l hope may be ſufficient to clear me 
from acting any way unfairly in this mat- 


ter, as it I had made choice of the Life of 


ſo wicked a perſon as Mabomet therein to 
picture out an Inpoſture unto you only 
to make it appear in the fouleſt dreſs it 
is capable of, the better to advantage 

thereby that Cauſe which I handle. 
But to the firſt of theſe Anſwers, I 
fore-ſce this Objection will be made: If 
Mabomet be the only Impeſtor that ever 
eſtabliſhed his Impoſture in the World, 
how then hath it come to paſs, that there 
have been ſo many falſe Re/igzons among 
Mankind 2 To which I reply, Not by In- 
foſture, ſuch as Mabomet s was, and ſuch 
as Chriſtianity ruſt be, if ic be ſuch an 
Impoſture as your charge againſt it ſuppo- 
ſeth, but by corruptions inſenſibly grow- 
ing on from that Religion, which was firſt 
true. The firſt Religion which God gave 
unto Man was that Natural Religion, 
which he imprinted on his very Nature, 
when he firſt creared him, and as much 
of that as eſcaped that ruin, with ow 
; eng 
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the fall overwhelm'd him, was that whetes 
by God was worſhipped and ſerved by 


him afterwards; only with this addition, 
That whereas Man in his innocenoy ad- 
dreſſed himſelf to God immediately of him- 
ſelf alone, and in hisown Name, he could 


never alter his fall from it have any more 


acceſs unto him, but through a Mediator ; 
God's infinite purity and greatneſs onthe 
one hand, and Man's infinite guilt and vile- 
neſs on the other aſter that fatal miſcariage 
of our firſt parents did put them at ſo vaſt 
a diſtance the one from the other, that in 
the nature of the thing there could be 


o * 


no other way thenceforth of — 
* 


any Communion between them; 
therefore had not this way been found 
out again to bring Man to God, he muſt 
totally have been eſtranged from him 
for ever after, But God of his infinite 
Mercy having reſolved not thus to . 
us off he appointed us a Mediator as foon 
as we had fallen, and promiſed to ſend him 
in his appointed time to take our Nature 
upon him, and therein pay down that 
price of redemption for us; by virtue 
whereof, his Mediation ſhould always 
be ſufficient to obtain mercy, and par- 
don, and acceptance for us. And this is 
that which was meant by God s promiſing 
immedi- 


. K ws 


— . 


ono e Fj re +44 A 1 fn & a A 


* * 0 5 


A Tener to the Deiſts. 
immediately after the Fall, chat the ſeed of 


the Woman (hould break the Serpent s head, 
which being farther explained by Aſter- 


Revelations; the whole Religion of God's 


people after that was to offer up their Wor- 
ſhip unto him through hope in this Me- 
diator, and all the Taolarry, Polytheiſm, 
and other falſe Worſhips which after aroſe 
in the Heathen World, were all by ſuch 
corrupt deviations therefrom, as the ſu- 
perſtitions'of Men, the unfaithfull way 
of tranſmitting divine Revelations by tra- 
dition only, and the decay of all divine 
Knowledge, occaſioned thereby, in proceſs 
of time, introduced among them. For 
when Mankind began to encreaſe aſter 
the Flood, and they were taught from 
Noah their Forefather thus to worſhip God 
through hope in a Mediator, as the know- 
ledge of thoſe divine Truths which he 
delivered to them began to decay, and 
Superſtition toencreaſe among them they 
began to determine themſelves to ſuch 
Mediators, as their own imaginations led 
them to phancy, and ſome choſe Angels 
and others Men deceaſed for this office ; 
and in proceſs of time erected Temples and 
Images unto them, and honoured them 
with divine Worſhip in order to render 
them rhe more helpfull and beneficent un- 
23 R to 
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to them. The Babylonians or Chaldeans, 


who were the firſt formed State after the 


Flood, looked on Angels to have been the 


Mediator's God had appointed, through 


whom they were to come unto him; 


and for this reaſon directed their Worſhip 
to the Sus, and Moon, and the reſt of the 


(a) Hence Arifocle ſeems to 
have had his Doctrine of the 
Intelligences moving the Spheres; 
and Plato that which he ta 
of the Stars being living Bodies. 
For it was the Opinion of the 
Ancient Chaldeans, as it is of 
the Sabii now, who are deſcen- 
ded from them. That there 
was in each Star an Angel in the 
ſame manner as our Souls are 
in our Bodies, and that the 
Stars are animated by theſe An. 
gels, and hence have all their 
Motion, and alſo that influence 
which they are ſuppoſed to 
have over this World, and for 
this reaſon was it that they 
worſhipped them. 


Planets, which they fanſied 
to be the Habitations (a), 
where thoſe Angels dwelt ; 


and alſo erected Images un- 


to them, into which they 
reckoned their influence 
and divine power did de- 
ſeend, & remain with them, 
when thoſe Luminaries 


themſelves were ſet and dif- 


appeared in their Horizon, 
ſo that their notion was to 
make their addreſſes thro' 
the Images to the Planets, 
and through the Planets to 


the Avgels that dwelr in them, and thro' 
the Angels to God himſelf, whom they 
acknowledged to be the one ſupreme 
Being, who was the Creator and Gover- 
nour of all things, And this was the firſt 
[dolatrous Religion, which was eſtabliſhed 
in the World, and: long prevailed over a 
great part of it, and is ſtill preſerved in 


the 
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the Eaſt among the Se of the Sabians 
ven to this day. But the Perfaxs not 
liking the Worſhip of the Planets by Ima- 
res, would endure no other ſymbol to re- 
ſpreſent thoſe glorious Luminaries by, but 
fre only, of which they reckoned them 
o be Conſtituted; and therefore where- 
yer they prevailed, they deſtroyed all 
mages out of the Temples, and placed fire 
their ſtead : And from hence the Magi 
vr the Worſhippers of Fire had their Ori- 
zinal. But from their having one Sym- 
Pol, they ſpeedily came to the aſſerting 
put of one Deity repreſented by it, which 
ey would have to be Light, and that 
the mixture of this and Darkneſs all 
hings in this World were compounded ; 
hat Light was the cauſe or principle of 
ll Good, and Darkreſs the cauſe or prin- 
iple of all Evil; and therefore under the 
Symbol of Fire they worſhipped Light as 
ieir God, but deteſted Darkneſs in the 
me manner as we do the Devil. And 
rom hence Manes the Heretiet had his 
vo Principles, which he would have in- 
roduced into the Chriſtian Religion. But 
dove both theſe they acknowledged a 
wpreme God, in reſpect of whom their 
d Light, was but an inferior Deity, or 
God Mediator, by whom they were to 
K 2 have 
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have acceſs unto him. And this Religh 
on obtained through all Perfia, and other 
Parts on the Eaſt of it, and doth therg 
remain even unto this day among the 
Perſees in India, and the Inhabitants of 
the Province of Kerman, on the Southern 
Coaſt of Perfia But the Practice of the 
Babylonians or Chaldeans in worſhipping)? 
their Gods Mediators by Images obtained[®* 
in all the Weſtern Parts of the Worle * 
For they holding, that they were to havel7” 
acceſs to God through Angels as theirſ”: 
Mediators, and tothe Angels through the 15 
Planets, and to the Planets through the 
Images which they erected to them, did}; 
give to thole Images the names of t >. 
Pla:ets, and under thole names paid dif,” 
vine Worſhip unto them, which 1do/atr 
paſling from Babylon or Chaldea into 4 
rabia, and from tlence to the Egyptian 
and Phenicians was by them carried i by 
to Greece, and from thence ſpread, it fel ou 
into all Parts on this Meſtermſide of tlig io 
World, as that of the Magi did on the” 
Eaſtern. For the chief Gods of the Greeks 14 
as well as the Names by which the. 
were called, came from the Egyptians a Ay 
Phenicians, and were no more than thi wa 
Images, by which the Babylonians wolf * 
ſhipped the Sur, Moon, and other Planet 
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with the Names of thoſe Plaxets given 
unto them. Afterward indeed they ad- 
ded to their number other Dezties alſo, 
which were originally either ſome of the 
{fixed Stars, or elſe the Souls of Men de- 
parted, as of Bel or Belus among the Ba- 
Pylonians, Abraham and Iſinael among the 
Arabiant, Orus and Ofris among the E- 
leyptians, AÆſculapius and Hercules among 
he Greeks, and Romulus or Cuirirus a- 
among the Romans. For it early began a 
JCuſtom among all the Worſhippers of 
'Umages, as well Greeks as Barbarians to 
PDeify Men departed, reckoning thoſe 
J#ho lived juſtly and righteouſly, or had 
made themſelves eminent by any great 
and worthy Actions in this life, to have 
Faoſe habitations allotted them in the 
Heavens above, where. they were in a 
Japacity to be Mediators to God for 
em; and therefore they offered divine 
ſorthip to them as ſuch: And this was 
t that gave occaſion to ſo many Apotheo- 
Jes's or Deifications among them, and fo 
Faltly encreaſed the number of their Gods 
all the /dolatrous Parts of the World, 
Jad alſo the various Methods of Super- 
tion whereby they paid their Worſhip 
Into them. Vet they all ſtill held to 
geir notion of one ſupreme God, and rec- 
| K 3 koned 


1 


God's Mediators under him. And this 
one God, whom they held to be made of 
none, and to be the Maker or Father of 
all things elſe that are, was among the 
Chaldeans of old ( as till among the Sa. 
lians, who are the remainder of them) 
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koned all the others to be no more than | 


called Deus Deorum, and among the 4. 
rabs, Allah Taal, i. e. the high or ſupreme 
God ; and agrecable hereto, among the 
Greeks, was there alſo their ue ar 
Jeavle Five; i. e. One ſupreme God, who 
was the Father both of Gods and Mey. 
And thus far in anſwer to your Queſtion 
have I given you an account how all the 
falſe Religions in the Heathen World had 
their Original ; and herein I have been 
the longer for the ſake of two Reflei 
ons which are obvious for you to make 
hereon. 

1. That the Notion of a Mediator be 
tween God and Man was that which dic 
run through all the Religions that ev 
were in the World, to the Coming ol 
Jeſus Chriſt, and was the Fundamen 
Principle which prevailed in every one 
of them as to all the Worſhip which wag 
practiſed in them, which could no othe 
wiſe become ſo univerſal among Mar 
kind but by a Tradition as univerſally 


delivered 
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delivered unto them. And what can bet- 


ter account both for this Tradition, and 
alſo the Dyiverſality of it, than what is 
delivered unto us in Scriptare of our being 
deſcended from one common Parent, 
who on his Fall from the favour of God 
having had this promiſe, of a Mediator 
made unto him, through whom we might 
be again reconciled unto him, tranſmit- 
ted it to all his poſterity. 

2dly. That the miſtakes and errours 
about the Worſhip of God, and the Ser- 
vice we owe unto him, which Men are 
apt to run into, when left to the conduct 
of their own light only, are monſtrous 
and endleſs, and therefore evidently de- 
monſtrate the neceſſity of divine Revela- 
tions. For if God doth expect from us an 
account of our Actions, it is neceſſary he 
ſhould give us a Lam for the rule of them; 
and if the Law of our Reaſon alone be in- 
ſufficient for this (as from the continual 
errours and endleſs abſurdities, which 


mankind, when left to themſelves, have 


ever hitherto run into, it doth evidently 
appear that it is:) this demonſtrably 
proves the neceſſity of another to ſup- 


N ply its defect, and that in our caſe we 
muſt have a Revealed Religion as well as 


1 Natural, or elſe we can have no cer- 
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certain Knowledge of the Will of God, or 


any of thoſe duties of Worſhip, and Ser- 
vice which we are to perform towards 
him. And if this proves the Neceſſity 
of ſuch a Revealed Religion (as I think it 
undeniably muſt to every one that be- 
lieves God will account with us for what 
we do; ) all that I have farther to offer 
is, That you wonld thoroughly examine 
and conſider that holy Chriſtian Religion, 


which we profeſs, and compare it with all 


the other Religions, that are in the World; 
and if it do not appear vaſtly above them 
all, the weste of God ſor him to give 
unto us, and the worthieſt of us to ob- 
ſerve, and that not only in reſpect of 
the honour given to him, but alſo of the 
improvement and perfection brought to 
our own Nature thereby, I will be, con- 


tent that you ſhall then perſiſt to believe 


it an Impaſture, and, as ſuch, reject it far 
ever. | 


Humphrey Prideaux, 
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Authours quoted in this Bool. 


Arabic Aut hours. 


Bu Faragbim, a Phyſician of Malatia 
in Leſſer Armenia, of the Chriſtian Re- 


T ligion, and the Sect of the Facobires. 
He is an Authour of eminent note in the Eft, 
as well among Mabomet an as Chriſtians, His 
Hiſtory of the Dynaſties is from the Creation 
of the World to the Year of our Lord 1284. 
It war publiſhes at Oxford with a Latin Verſion 
by Dr. Pocock, A. D. 1663. He flouriſhed 
about the time where his Hifory ends. His 
name at length is Gregerius Ebn Hacim Abul 
Farag bi. | 

Abu Feda, an Authour of great repute in 
the Eaſt for two Books which he wrote: The 
firſt a General Geography of the World after the 
n 42 ta rata Method 
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Method of Ptolemy ; and the other a General 
Hiſtory, which he calls the Epitomy of the Hi- 
ſtory of Nations. He was born 4. D. 1273. 
He finiſhed his Geog raphy A. D. 1321, Twen- 
ty years after that he was advanced to the 
Principality of Hamab in Syria, from whence 
he is commonly called Sbabab Hamab, i. e. 
Prince of Hamah, where after having Reigned 
three Years, two Months, and thirteen Days, 
he died A. D. 1345. being-Seventy two years 
old. He was by Nation a Twrk, of the No- 
ble Family of the Jobidæ, of which was Sa- 
ladin the famous Sultan of Egypt. His name 
at length is {/mael Ebn Ali Al Melec Al Moaiy ad 
Amadoddin Abul Feda. Ecchellenſis quotes him 
by the name of 1/mael Shiabinſhiab. 

Abunazar, a Legendary Writer of the Ma- 
hometans, much quoted by Hottinger. 

Agar, a Book of great Authority among 
the Mahometans, ſaith Guadagnol (pag. 165.) 
wherein an Account is given of the Life and 
Death of Mabomet. Foannes Andreas makes 

t uſe of it under the name of Azaer, as 
oth Bellonius in the Third Book of his Ob/er- 
vat ions under the name of Aſaer. Guadagnal, 
who had a Copy oſ the Book, calls it the ook 
Agar, and takes moſt of what he objects a- 
27 the Life and Actions of Mabamet out 
of it. . 

Abmed Ebn Edris, an Aut bour that writes in 
the defence of the Mabome: an Religion againſt 
the Chriſtians and the Jes. 5 

Abmed Ebn Nuſepb, an Hiſtorian, who flo- 
riſhed A. D. 1599. for then he finiſhed his 
Hiſtory. ES Abmed 


quoted in this Book. 

Abmed Ebn Zin Alabedin, a Nobleman of 
Hiſpahan in Perſia of this laſt Age, who hath 
wrote the ſharpeſt and acuteſt Book againſt 
the Chriſtian Religion, in defence of the Maho- 
metan, of any they have among them on this 
Argument. It was publiſhed on this Occaſi- 
on. Ecbar the Great Mogul, Great Grand- 
father to Aurang Zeb, who at preſent reigneth 
in India, for ſome Reaſons of State making 
ſhow of encouraging the Chriſtian Religion, 
did in the Year 1595. write to Matthias de 
Albuquerque, then Vice-Roy of the P eſe in 
India, for ſome Prieſts to be ſent to him to 
his Court at Agra. The Perſons pitched up- 
on for this Mifton were Feronimo Xavier, then 
Refor of the College of the Feſuits at Goa, and 
Emanuel co and Benedict de Goit, two 
others of that Society. On their coming to 
Acra, they were very kindly received by the 
Mogul, and had a Church there built for 
them at his Charges, and many Privileges 
and Immunities granted unto them, which 
on the” death of Eebar (which happened 
A. D. 1604.) were all confirmed to them 
by his Succeſſour Jeban Guire. At the Com- 
mand of this Ecbar, Xa verius wrote twoBooks in 
Perſian (which is the L ge of that Court); 
The firſt the Hiſory of Feſus Chriſt, collected 
for the moſt part out of the Legends of the 
Church of Rome, which he int to be in- 
ſtead of the Goſpe/ among them ; and the 
other called A Looking-Glaſs ſhewing the Truth, 
which is a defence of the Doctrines of that 
Goſpel againſt the Mabornet an, vous the 
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former is, thoſe who have the Curioſity to 
ſee what kind of Goſpel the Feſuirs preach in 
the Eaſt, may ſatisfy themſelves, for the Book 
is tranſlated into Latin by De Dieu, and was 


publiſhed by him with the Original, A D. 1639. 


This Goſpel of the Feſuits was firſt preſented 
to Echar by Xaverius at Agra, A. D. 1602. 
But the other Book was not publiſhed till a 
Year or two after. When it firſt came a- 
broad, it unluckily fell into the hands of chis 
Learned Perſian Gentleman, who immediate- 
ly wrote an Anſwer to it, which he calls 
The Bruſher of the Looking-Glaſs, wherein he 
makes terrible work with the Jeſuit through | 
the advantages which he gave him by teach- 
ing the Idolatry and other Superſtitions and 
Errours of the Church of Rome for the Doctrine: 
of Feſus Chrift, When this Book came abroad, 
it ſo alarmed the College de propaganda Fide at 
Rome, that they immediately ordered it to be 
anſwered. The firſt who was appointed for this 
Work was Bonaventura Malvaſia, a Franciſ- 
can Frier of Bononia, who publiſhed his Dilu- 
cidatio Speculi verum monſtrantis, in anſwer 
to this Bruſher, A. D. 1628. But this, I ſup- 
poſe, not being judged ſo ſufficient by the 
College, they appointed Philip Guadagnol, an- 
other Franciſcan Frier, to write a ſecond An- 
ſwer thereto. And on this occaſion he com- 
poſed his Book ſtiled Apalog ia pro Chriſtiana 
Religione, which was publiſhed at Rome firſt 
in Latin, A. D 1631, and after in Arabir, 
1637. For this, I ſuppoſe, meeting with bet- 
ter approbation from the College, they order. 

ed 
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ed it to be tranſlated into that Language, and 
it being accordingly done by the ſame Authour, 
they ſent it into the Eaſt to be diſperſed a- 
mong the Mabometans for the defence of the 
Feſuit's Looking-Glaſs againit this rude Bruſher 
of it. But his performance doth by no means 
anſwer the Deſign, abundance of his Argu- 
ments being drawn from the Authorities of 
Popes and Councils, 'which will never convince 
an Infidel of the truth of the Chriſtian Religion, 
how much noiſe ſoever they may make with 
them among thoſe of their own Communion. 

Al Bocbari, an Eminent Writer of the Tra- 
ditionary Doctrines of the Mahometan Religion. 
He is reckoned by Fohannes Andreas, c. 3. and 
Bellonius, lib. 3. c. 4. to be one of the S Do- 
tours, who by the appointment of one of the 
Califs, meeting at Damaſcus, firſt made an 
Authentick Collection of all thoſe Traditions 
which make up their Sonnab. His Book con- 
tains the Pandect of all that relates either ro 
their Law or their Religion, digeſted under 
their ſeveral Titles in Thirty Books, and is the 
Ancienteſt and moſt Authentick which they 
have of this matter, and next the Alcoran, of 
the greateſt Authority among them. He was 
born at Bochara in Cowaraſimia, A. D. 809. and 

died 4. D. 869. 

Al Coran, i. e. The Book to be read, or the 
Legend, it is the Bible of the MAabometans. The 
name is borrowed from the Hebrew Kara or 
Mikra ( words of the ſame root as well as 
ſignification with the Arabic A! Coran) by 
which the Jews called rhe Old Teſt ament, or 

any 


| 
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any part of it; And ſo any part of the A. 
hometan Bible is called Alcoran. The whole 
together they call Al Moſhap,.i. e. The Book, 
which alſo in reſpect of the Chapters, into 
which it is divided, they call 4 Furkan, 
from the Arabic word Faraka, which from 
the Hebrew Pharak ſignifies to divide or diſtin- 
guiſh; but others will have that Book to be ſo 
called in reſpect of the Matter or Doctrine 
therein contained, becauſe, ſay they, it di- 
ſtinguiſherh Good from Evil. 

Al Fragani, an Aſtronomer of Fragana in 
Perſia, from whence his name 4 Fragani, 
i.e, Fraganenſis, by which he is commonly 
called. His name at length is Mobammed Ebn 
Katir Al Fragani. He wrote a Book called, 
Te Elements of Aſtronomy, which hath been 

ſeveral times publiſhed in 2 8 at Nuren- 
burg, A.D. 1537. at Pars, A. D. 1546. at 
Frankfort cum Notus Chriſtmanni, A. D. 1590, 
in Latin; and afterwards by Golius in Arabic 
and Latin at Leiden, A. D. 1669. with large 
Notes of great uſe ſor the underſtanding of 
the Geograpby of the Eaſt. He floriſhed while 
Al Mamon was Calif, who died A. D. 833. 

Al Gazali, a famous Philoſopher of Tuſa in 
Perſia. He wrote many Books, not only in 
Philoſophy, but alſo in the defence of the Ma- 
bomet an Religion againſt Chriſtians, Fews, Pa- 
gens, and all others that differ there-from, 
whereof one is of more eſpecial note entitled, 
The Deſtruttion of Philoſophers, which he wrote 
againſt A! Farabius, and Avicenna, and ſome 
others of the Arab Philoſophers, who to —_ 
the 
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the Monſtrous Abſurdities of the Mabometan 
Religion, were for turning many things into 
Figure and Allegory, which were commonly 
underſtood in the /teral ſenſe. Thoſe he vio- 
lently oppoſeth on this account, accuſing 
them of Hereſy and Infidelity, as Corrupters 
of the Faith, and Subverters of Religion, where- 
on he had the name of Hogbatol Elam Z ai- 
nod din, i e. The demonſtration of Mahometiſm,and 
the honour of Religion. He was born A. D. 1038. 
and died A. D. 1112. His name at length is 
Abu Hamed Ebu Mchammed Al Gazali Al Tuſi. 

Al Fannabi, an Hiſtorian born at Fannaba, 
a City in Perſia, not far from Shiras, His 
Hiſtory comes down to the Year of our Lord 
1588. and therein he tells us, that he went 
in Pilgrimage to Mecca, and from thence to 
Medina, to pay his Deyotions at the Tomb of 
the Impoſtor, in that Year of the Hegira which 
anſwers to the Year of our Lord 1536. His 
name at length is Aba Mohammed Muſtaphs 
Ebnol Saiyed Haſan Al Fannabi. 

Kamut, i. e. The Ocean, a famous Arabic 
Dictionary, ſo called, becauſe of the Ocean of 
words contained in it. It was written by 
Mobammed Ebn Faacub Ebn Mobammed Al 
Shiraz i Al Firauz,abadi, He was a Perſon of 

eat eſteem among the Prixces of his time for 

is eminent Learning and Worth, particular- 
ly with I/mael Ebn Abbas, King of Taman, 
Bajaxet King of the Turks, and Tamerlan the 
Tartar, from the laſt of which he received a 
Gift of Five thouſand pieces of Gold at one 
time. He was born A, D. 1328. being a Per- 
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ſian by birth, but he lired moſt at Sanus int 


terwards died at Zibit in Arabia, A. D. 1414. 


length is Ali Ebn Hoſain Al Maſudi. He 
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Yaman. He finiſhed his Dictionary at Mecca, 
and dedicated it to Jae! Ebn Abbas, under 
whoſe Patronage he had long lived, and al- 


being near Ninety years old. 

Al Kodai, an Hiſtorian. He wrote his Hi- 
ftory about the Year of our Lord 1045. and 
died A. D. 1062. His name at length is 4b 
Abdollab Mohammed ' Ebn Salamah Ebn Jaafar 
Al Koda. : * 

Al Maſudi, an Hiſtorian. He wrote an Hi. 
fory called the Golden Meadows, but in what 
time he lived, I do not find. His name at 


wrote alſo another Book, wherein he makes 
it his buſineſs to diſcover and expoſe the Fraud 
which the Chriſtians of Feruſalem afe guilry c 

about lighting Candles at the Sepulchre of gur 
Saviour on Eaſter- Eve. For then three Lamps 
being placed within the Chappel of the Sepal- 
chre, when the Hymn of the Reſurręction is 
ſung at the Evening-Service, they contrive that 
theſe three Lamps be all lighted, which they 
will have believed to be by fire from Heaven, 
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and then a multitude of Chri/tians of all Nati. Igu 
ont are preſent with Candles to light them at ſche 
this holy Fire, which hath been a fraudulene ur 
Practice kept up among them for many hun- þþ, 
dred vears. And the Emperour Cantacuzenus rat 


was ſo ſar im poſed on by this Cheat that in his 
Third Apology for the Chriſtian Religion againſt 
the Mubomerans he makes mention of it, 
and urgeth it againſt thoſe Infidels, as a Mira. 


cle, 


=> 
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de, which being annually performed in their 
ſight, ought” to convince them of the truth 
of the Chriſtfan Religibn, and convert them 
thereto. But the Impoſture hath all along 
been too well known. to the Mabometans to 
be of any ſuch effect with them. For the 
*| Patriarch of Feruſalem always compounds 
wich the Malometan Governour to permit him 
to practiſe this Trick forthe ſake of the Gain 
| which it brings to his Church, and annually 
| allows him his ſhare in it. And therefore, 
" | inſtead of being of any effect to convert them, 
ſit becomes a matter of continual ſcandal a- 
mong them againſt the .Chrift ren Religion 
And not only this Aut bour, hut Abmed Ein 
Edris, and moſt others of the Mabometans, 
that write againſt the Cbriſtian Religion, ob- 
ject it as a reproach thereto (as in truth it is) 
and urge it with the ſame earneſtneſs againſt 


Ithe Chriſtian! Religion, that Cantacu x nas doth. 
or it. A1 Manifor Zlatan Beamrilla, Calif of 
Egypt, was ſo offended at it, that 4. D. 1007, 
he ordered the Church of the Reſurrection at 
Foruſalem, wherein this Cbappel of the * 
ſlebre ſtands, to be for this very reaſon pulled 

down and raſed to the Grounds that he mighe 
thereby put an end to ſo inſamous a Cheat 
But the Emperour of Conſtantinople having by 
ie releaſe of Five thouſand 'Mabometan Cap- 
res, obtained leave to have it rebuilt again, 
the Impoſture hath ſtill gone on at the ſame 
tate, and-it is there to the great ſport of the 
fahometans, (. who come in Multitudes eve- 
ry Year to ſee this Farce) acted over in their 
T7 L ſight 


— 
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ſight in the ſame manner as is aboye related 
even unto this day. Tbevenot, who was once 
preſent at it, gives us a large Account of this 


Whole Foolery in the firſt part of his Travels, 


Book II. Chapter 43. 
Al Moſtatraf, the name of a Book, writ- 
ten by an unknown Authour, 
AV Motarrezi, the Authour of the Book cal- 
led Mogreb, he was born A. D. 1143. anddied 
A. D. 1213. His name at length is Naſir Ehn 
Abil Macarem Abul Phatab Al Motarrexi. He 
was of the Sec of the AMotazali, and ſeems 
by his laſt Name, Al Morarrezs, (by which 
he is uſually called ) to have been by Trade 
a Taylor, that being the ſignification of the 
word in Arabic. 
Aſamael, a Book much quoted by Fohan- 
nes Andreas, and alſo by Guadagnol. | 
- Bidaws, a famous 'Commentaror on the Al. 
toran. He died A. D. 1293. His name at 
_ is.\Naſeroddin Abdollab Ebn Oman Al 
dai. His Cunmentary is written ſor the 
moſt part out of Zamachſhar. 
Kaxbisi, an Arabic Aus bour, ſo called 
from the Cy Kaſwin His name at 1 
Is Zacbarias En Mobammed En Mamu Al 
-- og In what Age be lived, I cannot 


Dialogs Malometu cum Abdollab Eu $a- 
lim, a Book wrote in Arabic, containing a 
great many of the Fooleries of the Mabome- 
tan Religion, under the ſorm of a Dialogue 
between 'Mabomer and this Few, who Was 
his chief helper in forging the Hupoſture. It 
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was tranſlated into Latin by Hermannus Dal- 
mata, and that Verſion of it is publiſhed at 
the end of the Latin Alcoran, ſet forth by 
Bibliander. 

Diſputatio Chriſt iani contra Saracenum de 
Lege Mahometis. It was written in Arabic 
by a Chriſtian, who was an Officer in the 
Court of a King of the Saracens, to a Mabo- 
metan Friend of his, who was an Officer with 
him in the ſame Court, and contains a 
Confutation of the Mabometan Religion. Pe- 
ter, the \famous Abbot of Cluny in Burgundy, 
who flouriſhed A. D. 1130. cauſed it to be 
tranſlated into Latin by Peter of Toledo; an 
Epitome of which is printed with the Latin 
Alcoran by Bibliander, taken out of the 24th 
Book of the Speculum Hiſtoriale of Vincentius 
Bellowacenſis. 

Elmacinus, an Hiſtorian of the Chriſtian 
Religion. His Hiſtory is from the Creation of 
the Morld, to the Year of our Lord 1118. 
The latter part of it, which is from the be- 
ginning of Mahbomeriſm, was publiſhed by 
Erpenius, under the Title of Hiſtoria Sarac:- 
nica, A. D. 1625. He was Son to Yaſer Al 
Amid, who was Secretary of the Council of 
War under the Sultans of Egypt, of the Fa- 
mily of the Fobide, for 45 Years together, and 
in the Year of our Lord 1238. (in which his 
Father died) ſucceeded him in his place. 
His name at length is Georgios Ebn Amid; and 
-for his Eminent Learning, he was alſo ſtiled 
Al Shaich Al Raiis Al Macin, i. e. The prime 
Doctour ſolidly Learned. The | laſt of which 
L 2 Titles 
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born A. D. 1160. and died A. D. 1232. His 


-Profeſſions among them. 


876. and became very eminent in the know- 
ledge of :Phy/izk,- which he practiſed with 


Eminenteſt Phy/icians of his time. But to- 


more to the ſtudy of Divinity, he was A. D. 


— 
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Titles, Almacin, was that whereby E 

( who pronounceth it Elmacin) choſe to call 
him; but by others he is generally quoted 
by the Name Ebn Amid. 

Ebnol Athir, a Mahometan Authour, who 
was born A. D. 1149. and died A. P. 1209. 
His Name at length is Abuſſaadat Al Mobarac 
Ebn Mohammed Al Shaibani Ebnol Athir Al 
Fazari Magdoddin. 

Ali Ebnol Athir, an Hiſtorian, Brother to 
the former Ebnol Athir. His name at length 
is Abul Haſan Ali Ebn Mohammed Al Shaibani 
Ebnol Athir Al Fazari Exzoddin. He was 


Hiſtory, which he calls Camel, is from the 
beginning of the World to the Year of our 
Lord, 1130. 

Ebnol Kaſſai, Authour of the Book called 
Taarifat, which is an Explication of the vari- 
ons Terms uſed in Arabic by Philoſophers, 
Lawyers, Divines; and other forts of learned 


Eb Phatei,”a Mabometan Amtbour, who 
died A. D. Too. 

Eutycbius, Chriſtian Authour of the Seft of 
the Melchues; his Name in Arabic is Said Ebn 
 Bairik, He was born at Cair in Egypt, A. D. 


great reputation, being reckoned by the Ma- 
hometays themielves to have been one of the 


wards the latter part of his life giving himſelf 
933. 
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933. choſen Patriarch of Alexandria for his 
Sect ( for there was another Patriarch of that 
place for the Facobites at the ſame time) and 
then he firſt took the Name of Eutycbius. 
But he hapned not to be fo acceptable to his 
People, for there were continual Jarrs be- 
tween them untill his death, which hapned 
ſeven years after, A. D. 940. His Annals of 
the Church of Alexandria were publiſhed at 


"Oxford in Arabic and Latin by Dr. Pecock, 


A. D. 1656. at the Charge cf Mr. Selden, and 
this is the meaning of theſe words in the Title- 
page, | Jobaune Seldeno Chorago | for he who 
was the Choragus in the Play, always was at 
the Charges of - exhibiting the Scenes And 
therefore Mr. Selen having born the Expen- 
ces of this Chargeable Edition, the moſt Wor- 
thy and Learned Authour of that Verſion ac- 
knowledged it by thoſe words in the Title- 
page, which ſeveral having miſtaken to the 
robbing him of the honour of his Work, as if 
Mr. Selden had begun the Tranſlation, and 
Dr. Poecock finiſhed it, I cannot but do this 


juſtice to that worthy Perſon, now with 


God, as to clear this matter. For he need- 
ed no Partner in any of his Works. The 
Tranſlation was totally his, and only the 
Charges of printing the Book Mr. Se/der's. 
Mr. Selden did indeed publiſh a Leaf or two of 
that Aatbour, which he thought would ſerve 
his purpoſe to expreſs his Spight againſt the 
Biſhops of the Church of England, in revenge of 
the Cenſure which was inflicted/on him in the 


Hig h-Commiſſion-Court for his Hiſtory of Tubes , 
d a, L 
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but he made thofe ſlips in that Verſion, that 
Dr. Pocock was not at all eaſed of his labour, 
by having that little part of it tranſlated to his 
hands, 

Liber de Generatione & Nutritura Mabome- 
tis, a moſt frivolous and filly Tract, wrote 
originally in Arabic ; and being tranſlated in- 
to Latin by Hermannus Dalmata, is publiſhed 
with the Latin Alcoran by Bibliander, 

Geographia Nubienſis, fo the Book is called 
by Sionita and Heſronita, who publiſhed it in 
Latin with a Geographical Appendix annexed 
thereto, A. D. 1619. But this Book is only 
an Epitome of a much larger, and much bet- 
ter Book written by Sharif Al Adrifi, at the 
command of Roger, the ſecond of that name, 
King of Sicily, for the explaining of a Ter- 
reſtrial Globe, which that King had cauſed to 


be made of a very large Size all of Silver. He 


finiſhed this Work A. D. 1153. and Entitled it 
Ketab Roger, i. e. the Book f Roger, from the 
name of him who imployed him to compoſe 
it. The Authour was of the Race of Mabomet, 
and thereſore is called Sharif, which word ſig- 
nifieth one of a Noble Race, eſpecially that 
of Mabomet, and was deſcended from the. 
Noble Family of the Adriſidæ, who reigned 
in ſome parts of Africa, and therefore he is 
called Al Adriſi, that is, of the Family of 
Adr. His name at length is Abu Abdollab 
Mobammed Ebn Mobammed Ebn Adru Amir 
Olmuminin. There was a very fair Copy of 
this Book among Dr, Pocock's Arabick Manu- 


ſeripts. 


Georgius 
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Georgius Monachus, Abbot of the Monaſtery 
of St. Simeon. He wrote a Tract in defence 
of the Chriſtian Religion againſt the bee 
tans, which is a Di/putation he had with three 
Mabometans, of whom the chief Spokeſman 
was Abuſalama Ebn Saar of Moſul. 

Fauhari, the Authour of a famous Arabic 
Dictionary, called Al Sabab: His name at 
length is Abu Naſer Iſmael Eby Hammad Al 
Fauhbari, He was by Nation a Turk. He 
died A. D. 1007. This is reckoned the beſt 
Di&#ionary of the Arabic Language. next Kamas. 
N makes his Arabic Lexicon moſtly out 
„ 

Falalani, i. e. the Two Falals. They were 
two of the fame Name, who wrote a ſhort 


Commentary upon the Alcor an, the firſt began 
it, and the ſecond finiſhed it. The firſt was 


called Falal Oddin Mohammed Ebn Abmed Al 


Maballi; and the ſecond FalalOddin Abdorrab- 

man Al Oſyuti, This latter on the death of 

the former finiſhed the Book A. D. 1466. and 

ray alſo Autbour of an Hiſtory called Me- 
ar. 

Shabreftani, a Scholaſtical Writer of the 
Mahometan Religion. He was born at Shab- 
reſtan A. D. 1074. and died A. D. 1154 

Safioddin, the Aut bour of a certain Geogra- 
phical Dictionary in the Arabic Tongue. 

Zamachſhars, the Authour of the Book cal- 
led Al Ceſhaf, which is a large Commentary 
upon the Alcoran, and that which is of the 
beſt eſteem among the Mabornetans of any of 
its kind. His name at length is Abul Raſem 
L 4 Mo- 
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Mobamme Ebn Omar  Ebn Mohammed | Al 
| Chowaraſmi Al Zamachſhari, He was born at 


Zamachſhar, a Town of Cbowaraſmia, A. D. 
1074. and died A. D. 1143. 
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| Hebrew and Chaldee Authours. 


| 1 Parapbraſe, an Interpretation of the 

1 Old Teſtament in the Chaldee Language. 

| | That of Onkelos on the Pentateuch, and that 
| 


of Jonathan on the Prophets are ancient, be- 
ing written according to the Account which 
the Jews give of them before the time of our 
Saviour, But thoſe which are on the other 
ein of Scripture, as alſo that which bears the | 
ame of Jonathan on the Law, were written | | 
by ſome later Fews. The Authour of the | 
Chaldee Paraphraſe on ts the Pſalms, an 
Proverbs, was Rabbi Foſeph Cecus. | 
Sepher Coxri, a Book written by way of 
Dialogue between a Few and the King of the | 
Cozars, from whence it hath its Name Sepber | | 
Coxri or Cox ari, i. e. the Book of the Cozar, 
The Authour of it was Rabbi Fudab Levis, 
a Spaniſh Few, who wrote the Book original“ 
ly in Arabic about the Year of our Lord 1140. 
and from thence it was tranſlated into Hebrew | 
it! by Rabbi Fadab Ebn Tibbon, in which Tran- | 
| | ſation it was'publiſhed by Buxtorf with a! 
1 Latin Verſion, A. D. 1660. | 
| 
| 
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| Rabbi David Kimchi, a famous Fewiſh Com- 
| - wentatour on the Old Teftament. He was by 
1 birth 
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birth a Spaniard, Son to Rabbi Foſepb Kimchi, 
and Brother to Rabbi Moſes Kimchi, both 
men of eminent Learning among the Fews, 
but he himſelf far exceeded them both, be- 
ing the beſt Grammarian in the Hebrew Lan- 
guage Which they ever had, as is abundantly 
made appear not only in his Commentary on 
the Old Teſtament (which gives the greateſt 
light into the literal ſenſe of the Hebrew Text 
of any extant of this kind ) bur alſo in a 
Grammar and Did ionary which he hath wrote 
of the Hebrew Language,both by many degrees 
the beſt of their kind : The firſt of theſe he 
calls Miclol, and the other Sepber Shoraſhim, 
i. e. the Book of Roots. Buxtorf made his 
Theſaurus Linguæ Hebrez out of the former, 
and his Lexicon Linguæ Hebrææ our of the 
latter. He flouriſhed about the Year of our 
Lord 1270. | 

Maimonides, a famous Fewiſh Mriter, his 
Book, Tad Hacha 


tion of Words, Phra 
bles, Allegories, and other difficulties, which 
occurr in the Old Tefayremt, Ie was firſt 
wrote in Arabic, and a 
Hebrew by Rabbi Samuel E Fudab Ebn Tib- 
bon, from which Tranſlation \t was publiſhed 
in Latin by Buxtorf, A. D. 629. He was 
born at Corduba in Spain, AMD. 1131. but 
lived moſtly in Egypt, whepce he is com- 
monly called, Rabbi Moſes Agi“, , where 
he died, A. D. 1208. | 
Miſtmah, 


r Tranſlated into 


A Account. of the Authours 
Miſhnah, a Colle#ion of all the Ancient 
Traditions of the Fews to the time of Rabbi 
Judab Hakkodiſh, the Compiler of it, who 
flouriſhed about the middle of the ſecond 
Century in the Reign of the Emperour Auto- 
ninus Pius. This Book is the Text to the Tal- 
mud, and that a Comment on it. The Fe- 
ruſalem Talmud was compiled by the Fews 
who dwelt in Judæa about 300 Years after 
Chriſt; and the Babyloniſh Talmud by thoſe 
who dwelt in Meſopotomia about 300 Years 


after Chriſt, according to the account which 
the Fewiſh Writers give of them. But there 


-are ſeveral things contained in the latter, 


which ſeem to referr to a much later date. 
Theſe Three, with the Two Chaldee Para- 
phraſes of Onkelos and Fonat ban, are the an- 
cienteſt Books which the Fews have next the 
Bible. For how much noiſe ſoe ver may be 
made about their Rabbinical Writers, there 
are none of them above Seven hundred years 
old. There are ſome 'of them indeed lay 
claim to a much ancienter Date, but without 
any reaſon for it, 


Greek Authors. 


F Snell Kahla C Politica. 
4 \ Zart balomæi Edeſſeni Confutatia Haga- 
rewi, a Greek Traft againſt Mahometiſm, pub. 
liſhed by Le Moyne among his Faris Sacra. 
The Authour was a Monk of Edeſſa in Mefo- 

| 8 potamia 


* 
3 an Bi. com 


„„ „„ Hwy wa. A mw . *% *$4 © A .Y my *wa 


- quoted in this Book. 
paamia, In what Age he lived, it doth noe 
appear. 

Cantacuzenus contra Sectam Mabometicam. 
Thie Book contains four Apologies for the 
Chriſtian Religion, and four Orations againſt 
the Mabometan. The Aut bour had been Em- 
perour of Conſtantinople, but reſigning his Ex- 
pire to Jobn Paleologus his Son- in-Law, A. P. 
1355. he retired into a Monaſtery, where 
being accompanied by Meletivs, formerly 
called Acbæmemid, whom he had converted 
from Mabometiſin to the Chriſtian Religion, 
he there wrote this Book for the faid Mele- 
tius in anſwer to a Letter written to him by 
Sampſates a Perſian of Hiſpahan, to reduce 
him back again to the Mabometan Superſti- 
tion. | 

Cedreni Compendium Hiſt oriarum, An Hiſtory 
from the beginning of the World, to the Year 
of our Lord 1059. 


Confutatio Mahowetis, a Greek Tract, pub- 
liſhed by Le Moyne dmong his Varia Sacra, the 
Anthour not known. 


Exangelics. — " 

Hierocles, the Fomenter and chief Mana- 
ger of the Tenth, Perſecution againſt the Cbri- 
tian. He was Governour of Bithyma, 
and after of Eg in both which Places 
he proſecuted the Ciyfians with the utmoſt 
ſeverity ; and not con herewith, he al- 


ſo wrote two Books again them, which he 
| | called 


171 


An Account of the Authours "IF 


called Ayu; p Aeg, wherein, among 
other things, he compared Apollonius Tana: 


with Jeſus Cbrift, and yndeavoured to prove 
him in working of Adracles to have 
equal to him; to whiqh particular | 
wrote an Anſwer, which is ſtill extant a- 
mong his Works; but theſe Books of Hiero- 
cles are now wholly ſoſt, excepting ſome 
Fragments preſerved ih the ſaid Anſwer of 
Euſebins. 
Foſephs Antiquitates {Fudaice, and de Bello 
udaico. 
Origenes contra Celſum 
Philoſtratus de vita Aphllonis Tyanai. 
Phlegon Trallianus, a Freed man of Adrian 
the Emperour. He wrote a Chronicon or Hi- 
fory, which he called the Hifory of the Olym- 
piads, It contained 229 Phmpiadi, whereof 
the laſt ended in the Fougth year of the Em- 
our Antoninus Pics. Hut there is nothing 
of this Work now extant, except ſome few 
Fragments, as they are prgſerved in ſuch Au- 
thours as have quoted it That relating to 
the Eclipſe of the Sun at ohr Seviowr's Cruci- 
fixion is preſerved in Euſebae*s Chronicon, and 


is alſo made mention of by Vrigen in his 35th 
Tract on Sr. Matthews Go + and in his ſe- 
cond Book againſt Celſas. | 

Ptato. 

Sacrati ii Hifforia Eceleſiaſtica. 


Soxzomenis Hiſtoria Ecclefiaſtica, 


Theo» 


Auoted in this Bool. 
Theophanis Chronographia, This is one of the 
- Byzantine Hiſtorians, and contains a Cbronolo- 
Ons re, from the 
ear of our Lord 285. tothe Year $13. The 
Autbour was a Nobleman of. — 
where he was firſt an Officer of the Imperial 
Court, but afterwards turning Monk wrote 
this Hiſtory. He was born 4. D. 758. and 
A. D. 815. died in Priſon in the Iſand of 
Samothracia, a. Martyr for Image-worſhip, 
for which he had been a zealous Champion in 
the Second Council of Nice. 
Zonaræ Compendium Hiſtoriarum. Another 


of the Byzentine Hiſtorians, It contains an 
Hifory from the beginning of the World to 


the death of Alexius Comnenus, Emperour of 
Conſtantinople; which happened A. D. 1118. 
when the Authour flouriſhed. He was firſt a 
Prime Officer of the Imperial Court at Conſtan- 
tinople, but afrerwards became an Eccleſiaſt ic, 
and is the ſame who wrote the Comment on 
the Greek Canons, 
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Latin Authours Ancient and Modern. 


— — 


— Mar cellins Ho borim. 
. A Anaſtafii Bibliothecaris Hiſtoria Eccle- 
| den The Authour was a Prieſt of the 
Church of Rome, and - Library-Keeper to the 
Pope. He flouriſhed about the Year of our 
Lord $70. 


Bellonis 


| An Hetount of the Authours 
Bellonii Ob ſer vatiomes de locis ac rebus memo- 


abilibus in Aſia, The Book was firſt - pub- 
liſhed in French, A. D. 1553. and alter in 


Latin, A. D. 1689. 


Bocharti Hierox icon. 

Busbequi Epiſt ol æ, che durhtur was Ambaſſa- 
dour from the Emperour \Fendinand the Eirſt to 
the Port, from whente he wrote his _—_ 

Buxtorfio Lexicon Rabbimcum. . 


Bunsorfit Synagoga Fadaca. 

Caroli d Santto:Paulo-Geographia Sacra five 
Notitia antiqua Epiſcopatuum Eccleſiæ Uni uenſis. 
Luteti Parifiorum, A. D. 1641. 

Olenurdi Epiſtalæ. The Authour of theſe Epe- 
ſtles was the famous 'Grammarian of his Age. 
Out of love to the Arabic Tongue, he went 
to Fez of purpoſe to learn it, 4. D. 1540. 
when well advanced in years, ſrom whence 
he wrote many things in his Epiſf le, of the 
-Manners and 'Relipion of the AMdabometans, 
He died at Granada in Nr ſoon as he re- 
turned. 

Cuſani Crebratio Alcorani. The Authour of 
this Book was the famous Nicolas de Cuſa, 
the eminenteſt Scholar of the Age in which 
he. lived. In the Year 2448. he was made 
Cardinal of Rome, by the Title of St. Peter's 
ad vincula, and died A. D. 1464. about Ten 

_ after the Tarks:had taken Canſt an 

Which ſeems to have given him the Or- 


| Tf of writing this Book; -that ſo he might 


provide an Auridote againſt that falſe Religion, 
which on that Succeſs had gotten ſo great an 
advantage for its further ſpreading it ſelf in 


thoſe 


EC quated in this Book. 
choſe Parts of the World. For it appears by 
the Dedication, that this Book was not wric- 
ten till after the loſs of that Cy; it being de- 
dicated to Pope Pius Secundus, who entred not 
on the Papacy, till the Turks had been about 
Three Years in -of it. 

_ . Abrabami Ecchellenſis Hiſtoria Arabum. This 
Book is ſubjoined to his Chronicon Oriemale, 
in Iwo Parts, collected out of the Arab 
Writers. The Authour was a Maronite of 
Moumt Lebanus in Syria, and was employed 
as Prefeſſour of the Oriental Languages, in the 
College de Propagands fide at fe 

whence about the Year 1640. he 

to Pars, to aſſiſt in preparing the great Pol- 
glott Bible for the-Prefs, which was there 
publiſhing, and made the King's -Profeſſour of 
the Oriental Languages in that City. The part 
aſſigned him in this Work, was that which 
they had afore employ'd Sionita in, a Man 
of thorough Abilities to perform it; but on 
ſome diſtate taken againſt him, they diſchar- 
ged him, and ſent to Rome for Ecchellenſis; of 
Whoſe Performance herein, a Learned Sorb- 
nit making a Cenſure, truly ſays, Ii pecea· 
tum eſt toties ac tam enormiter in apponendis vo- 
calibus & apiculis, ut quod ibi primum inter le- 
gendum occurrerit ſummam ſapere videatur Y- 
ronis alicujus aſcit antiam. He was indeed a 
Man but of little Accuracy in the Learning 
which he profeſſed, and ſhews himſelf to be 
A very Futilous and Injudicious Mriter, in 
moſt of that which he hath publiſhed. 
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| underſtanding ar the caps of the 
The Book was : publiſh 
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againſt Mr. Selden hn Ya Patriarchs Alex- 
andrini Eecleſiæ ſux ; and the ſecond 

agaiuſt Hottinger. Hiſtoria Orientalis. The 
greateſt skill-which he ſhews in this Book, 


is in railing. It was publiſhed at Rome, 


A D. 1661. 8 
Forleſij Inſtruttiones Hino - Theologices, 
publiſh'd” at Amſterdam, A. D. 1645, 
Fortalitium Fidei, a Book written in defence 
of the Chriſtian Religion againſt the cu Ma- 
d other yfidels. The Autbour 


A- D{1459. 0 it was firſt printed at Neren⸗- 


_ A. D. 1494- and afterwards at Lyons, 


I 525. 
Golij Note ad Alfragani Elementa Aſerono- 
et are frees .. uſefull ſor the 


at Leiden, A. D. 
1609. 
Philippi ie Apologia pro ClrifFious 


-Religione; contra Objetiones | Abmed Ejlsj Zin 


Alabedin Perſæ Aſphabenſis. - Of which BOOK 
J have already given an Account, in hat I 
have written © of, Abmed Ebn Zan, againſt 


Gem Notre ad Muſladini Saad; Roſariurs 


* it is written. 


Politica publiſhed at ys ee A N. 


ae, eee 
| * 1 | bo 4 a ©» & 


vo Parts; gorge gen 


— Sa w==wqc4 co cr. aro = © =- 


"4 Ha . * 3 4 
2 1 - 


quoted. in this Book; 
Haottingeri Hiſtoria Orientali. Of this Book 

there are two Editions; the firſt A. D. 1651. 
and the ſecond 4. D. 1660. the latter is 
much enlarged. The Aurhou? was Profeſſour 
of the Oriental Tongues, firft at Zarich in 
Swiſſerland, and afterwards at Heidelbergh ; 
from whence being called to be Profeſſour at 
Leiden, he was while on his removal thither, 
unfortunately. drowned in the Rhe. He 
was a Man of great Induſtry and Learning; 
but having written very much within the 
compaſs of a few Years (for he died young,) 
his s want Accuracy ; though all of 
them have their Uſe. 

Hiſtoria Miſcella, a Roman Hiſtory begun by 
Eutropius, continued by Paulus Diaconus, and 
finiſhed by Landulpbus Sagax. | 

Fabanne Andreas de Confuſione Sectæ Ma- 
hometana, The Aut bour of this Book was 
ſormerly an Alfali, or a Doctour of the Ma- 
Bometun Law; but in the Year 1487. being 
at Valentia in Spain, converted tò the Chriſt: 
an Religion, he was received into Holy Or- 
ders, and wrote this Book in Spaniſh againſt. 
the Religion which he forſook ;; from whence 
it was tranſlated. into [talian, by Dominicus 
de Gazilu, A. D. 1540. And out of that Tran- 
flation, it was publifhed in Latin by Fohan- 
nes Lauterbach, A. D. 1395. and reprinted by 
Voet ius at Utrecht, A. D. 1656. He having 
throughly - underſtood the Religion which he 
confures, doth much more pertinently write 
againſt it, than many others do, that handle 
this Argument. | 

M Alas 


ij Sat 


Caij Pixi ij Set undi Naturalis Hiſtoria. 
Cay Plinij Catily Secundi Epiſtolæ. 


Learning, the greateſt Ornament of the Age 
in which he lived, and God bleſſed him with 
a long life to be uſefull thereto. He was 
horn A. D. 1604. and died at Chriſt-Church 
in Oxfard in the h of September, A D. 
169 1. He was for above ſixty Ycars a con- 
ſtant Editor of learned and uſefull Books. 
The firſt which he publiſhed contains an E- 
dition of four of the Catholick Epiſtles in Sy- 
riac, i. e. the ſecand of St. Peter, the ſecond 
and third of St. Jahn, and the Epiſtle of St. 
Jude, with Verſions and Notes, which was 
printed at Leiden, A. D. 1630. by Faſſius, to 
wham he preſented it the year before at Ox- 
ford, on his coming thither to ſee that Uni: 


Joel, which came forth the Year in which he 
died. His Specimen Hiſtariæ Arabica, which 
I frequently make uſe of in this Tract, was 
publiſhed 4. D. 1650. and is a moſt accurate 
and judicious Collection out of the beſt A. 
rab Writers, relating to the Subject which he 
handles. | 

Richardi Confutatia Legis Saracenice, The 
Aut baur was a Dominican Frier, who in the 
Lear 1210. went to Bagdad of purpoſe to 
ſtudy the Mabametan Religion out of their 
own Books in order to conſute it; and on 


his 


werſity ; and the laſt was his Commentary on 
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quoted in this Book. 


his return publiſhed this Learned and Judi- 
cious Tract concerning it. Demetrius Cydo- 
nine tranſlated it into Greek for the our 
Cantacuzenus, who makes great uſe of it, ta- 
king thence moſt of that which he hath of 
any moment in his four Orations againſt the 
Afahometan Religion. From this Greek Verſion 
of Demetrius Cydonins, it was Tranſlated back 
again into Latin by Bartbolomeus Picenus, 
which Tranſlation is publiſhed with the La- 
tin Alcoran of Bibliander, and that is all we 
now have of it, the Original being loſt. This 
and Fohannes Andreas's Tract de Confuſione 
Sela Mahometane, are the beſt of any that 
have been formerly publiſhed by the Veſtern 
Writers on this Argument, and beſt accord 
with what the Mabometans themſelves teach 
of their Rol igion. Others have too much ſpent 
themſelves on ſalſe Notions concerning it, for 
want of an exact knowledge of that which 
they wrote againſt. 

EKoderici Toletani Hiſtoria Arabum. It con- 
tains an Hifory of the Saracens from the Birth 
of Ma bomet to the Year of our Lord 1150. 
The Aut bour was Arch- Biſhop of Toledo in 
Spain, and was preſent at the Lateran Coun- 
cl, A. D. 1215. His Hiffory from the Tenth 
Chapter is moſtly confined ro the Sarazens of 
Spain, and is but of little Credir, where he 
relates any thing of them out of that Country. 
It was publiſhed with Erpeniav's Hiſtoria Sa. 
racenica at Leiden, A. D. 1625. 


Schekardi Tarich ſeu Series Regum Perſarum, 
Tubinge, A. D. 1628. 
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